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Briefing rundown
 

• Overall statistical performance 

• Three areas of focus 

• The graded approach in Papers 1 & 3 

• Testing electives in Paper 2 

• Interaction in Paper 4 

• Question-Answer Session 
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Upcoming publications in 
November 

•	 2013 DSE English Language Examination 

Report and Question Paper 

•	 2013 DSE English Language Samples of 

Candidates’ Performance for all papers and 

all levels on HKEAA website 

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/ 
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Attendance in 2013 

Day school candidates: 69,010 

All candidates: 77,825 
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General performance in 2013 
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The Graded Approach 

• Rationale 

• Graded approach design 

• The equating process 



   

 

    

      

    

The Graded Approach: Rationale
 

• Historical perspective 

• The legacy of 1937 and 1952 

• Syllabus A and B and the ‘labelling effect’ 

• HKDSE from selection to certification 
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The Graded Approach: Design
 

• Compulsory Part A 

• Part B: Either 

•Part B1(Easier section) 

•Part B2 (More difficult section) 

Difficulty
 

Part B2 

Part A 

Part B1 
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The Graded Approach: Design
 

• Marks are converted onto the same scale 

• Levels awarded: 

• Candidates who choose A+B2 can achieve full range of levels 
in that paper 

•Candidates who choose A+B1can only achieve up to Level 4 
in that paper 
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The Graded Approach: Rationale
 

Advantages: 

•	 Can deal with wide range of proficiency 

•	 There is no ‘labelling effect’ 

•	 More efficient use of time than one paper 

•	 Encourages teaching to be pitched at level of 

students 
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The Graded Approach 

Paper 1: Reading 

Paper 3: Listening & Integrated Skills 
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The Graded Approach 

Paper 1: Reading 

Paper 3: Listening & Integrated Skills 



   
 

 

 

The Graded Approach: Choices
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The Graded Approach: Choices 



     

      
      

2013 Paper 3: Who chose what?
 

•	 Are the candidates who chose 3B1 
actually weaker than those that chose 
3B2? 
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Part 3A score distribution for all 
candidates 
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How 3B1 candidates performed 
in 3A 
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How 3B2 candidates performed 
in 3A 



     

    

  

  

The role of the graded approach 

• The design of the papers 

• The marking scheme 

• Equating the marks 



    

   

      

    

      

    

         

     

Paper design & marking scheme
 

•	 The following aspects are graded: 

•	 Length and complexity of Data Files 

•	 Guidance to relevant texts 

•	 Type of listening input or required detail 

•	 Type and length of task 

•	 Language marks both for Own language and Data File 
Manipulation 

•	 Coherence & Organization and Appropriacy 



  

           

        

      

      

         

   

2013 3B1 Tasks
 

•	 Task 5: Fact file (18 marks): a fact file for a magazine 

•	 Task 6: External workplace email (18 marks): a 

workplace email providing information about the 

submission of an advertisement for the magazine 

•	 Task 7: Feature article (18 marks): a short feature 

article about unusual hotels 
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Paper 3 Part B1 Results
 

Task Full Mark Mean (%) SD (%) Reliability 

5 18 49.23 26.77 0.89 

6 18 41.8 26.41 0.88 

7 18 46.03 27.91 0.91 
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Paper 3 Part B1 Results
 

Task Full Mark Mean (%) SD (%) Reliability 

5 18 49.23 26.77 0.89 

6 18 41.8 26.41 0.88 

7 18 46.03 27.91 0.91 
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2013 3B1 Tasks
 

•	 Task 5: Fact file (18 marks): a fact file for a magazine 

•	 Task 6: External workplace email (18 marks): a 

workplace email providing information about the 

submission of an advertisement for the magazine 

• Task 7: Feature article (18 marks): a short feature 

article about unusual hotels 
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2013 3B1: Task 7 Skills tested
 

…included: 
•	 Locating and processing information 

•	 Note taking from listening materials 

•	 Identifying relevant information and discarding 

irrelevant information 

•	 Using a tone/style appropriate for a feature article 

•	 Writing in a well organized and readable manner 
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Task 7: Mark distribution 
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One candidate’s performance 

• Paper 3: Script A 
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One candidate’s performance 

Task 5 Task 6 Task 7 Total 

Script A 16 13 16 45 
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Task 7: Script A in mark 
distribution 



  

         

        

        

       

   

         

     

2013 3B2 Tasks
 

•	 Task 8: Short feature article (18 marks): a short 

feature article about Hong Kong tourism in the past 

•	 Task 9: External workplace email (18 marks): an 

email providing guidelines for the submission of an 

article to the magazine 

•	 Task 10: Editorial (18 marks): an editorial for the 

magazine about the positive effects of tourism 
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2013 3B2 Tasks
 

•	 Task 8: Short feature article (18 marks): a short 

feature article about Hong Kong tourism in the past 

•	 Task 9: External workplace email (18 marks): an 

email providing guidelines for the submission of an 

article to the magazine 

• Task 10: Editorial (18 marks): an editorial for the 

magazine about the positive effects of tourism 
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2013 3B2: Task 10 Skills tested
 

…included: 
•	 Locating and processing information 

•	 Note taking from listening materials 

•	 Identifying relevant information and discarding 

irrelevant information 

•	 Using a tone/style appropriate for a magazine 

editorial 

•	 Deciphering stance 

•	 Writing in a well organized and readable manner 
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Task 10: Mark distribution 
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2 candidates’ performance 

• Paper 3: Script B 

• Paper 3: Script C 
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2 candidates’ performance 

Task 8 Task 9 Task 10 Total 

Script B 8 11 8 27 

Script C 13 12 15 40 
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Task 10: Script B in mark 
distribution 
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Task 10: Script C in mark 
distribution 
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3 candidates’ performance 

Task 8 Task 9 Task 10 Total 

Script B 8 11 8 27 

Script C 13 12 15 40 

Task 5 Task 6 Task 7 Total 

Script A 16 13 16 45 
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3 candidates’ performance 

Task 8 Task 9 Task 10 Total 

Script B 8 11 8 27 

Script C 13 12 15 40 

Task 5 Task 6 Task 7 Total 

Script A 16 13 16 45 



    

 

       
        

Converting 3B1 scores to 3B2 

Key question: 

What would the script A candidate have
 
got if s/he had done 3B2 instead of 3B1?
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Converting 3B1 scores to 3B2 

3B1 Total: 45 ?? 

3B2 scores 

25 
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Converting 3B1 scores to 3B2 

• Equipercentile method: 

Using the marks from the 3A as the 
mediator 
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How 3B1 candidates performed 
in 3A 
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How 3B2 candidates performed 
in 3A 



    

 

3B1 to 3B2 Conversion Table
 

3B1 

(easier) 

3B2 

(more difficult) 

40 25 

41 26 

42 27 

43 28 

44 30 

45 31 

46 32 

47 34 

48 35 

49 37 

50 39 

45 



    

 

 

 

 

3B1 to 3B2 Conversion Table
 
3B1 

(easier) 

3B2 

(more difficult) 

40 25 

41 26 

42 27 

43 28 

44 30 

45 31 

46 32 

47 34 

48 35 

49 37 

50 39 

51 41 

Script B 

Script A 

Script C 46 



  

        

       

      

     

Stages after conversion
 

•	 Total marks are calculated for all of Paper 3: 

3A + 3B (now all on same scale) 

•	 Grading: expert judgement decides cut scores for all 

of Paper 3 for each level 
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Graded Approach: Key Messages
 

•	 For the benefit of all 

•	 Candidates should decide before exam 

•	 Candidates who choose B1: maximum level 4 

•	 If any chance of getting 5, should do B2 

•	 Very weak candidates should do B1 

•	 Others does not matter- equating will take care of it 

•	 Teachers should think carefully whether worthwhile 

using graded approach for own internal tests/exams 
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Paper 2 – Writing 

: Quality assurance 

: Statistical information 

: Samples of performance 

: Recommendations for candidates 



     

       
 

        

   

    
  

      

     

Elective Modules and Paper 2 

•	 To cater to learners’ needs, diversity and 
interests 

•	 The focus is NOT on the explicit teaching 
of subject knowledge 

•	 Assessment of candidates’ performances 
in writing skills 

•	 Compulsory and Elective Parts share the 
same learning outcomes 
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Assessment objectives for 
writing 
•	 Write texts for different contexts, audiences and 

purposes with relevant content and adequate 

supporting detail 

•	 Convey meaning using a range of vocabulary, 

linguistic devices and language patterns 

appropriately and accurately 

•	 Plan and produce coherent and structured texts with 

ideas effectively presented and developed 

•	 Write texts using appropriate tone, style and register 

and the salient features of different genres 

•	 Draft and revise written texts 
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  Method of marking
 

•	 Both Parts A and B adopt the same set of marking 

guidelines 

•	 Candidates’ performances in Content, Language 

and Organization are assessed 

•	 Each candidate is assessed independently by at 

least two markers 

•	 Maximum mark candidates can attain for each part 

is 42 

•	 Closest pair / highest closest pair of marks reported
/

52
 



    
      

   

 

 

     

   

   

    

      

Elective Modules and Paper 2 
Elective Module Text type for 2013 exam 

Short Stories Short story 

Drama Diary entry 

Poems and Songs Speech 

Popular Culture Article for school newspaper 

Debating Letter to the editor 

Social Issues Letter to Bus Operators Association 

Sports Communication Email to teacher 

Workplace Communication Article for company newsletter 
53 



    
   

      
      

    

 

    
 

       

     

Quality assurance adopted by
 
the HKEAA (1) 

•	 Assigning one question to each OSM 
marking panel � 

•	 Adoption of robust standardisation 
procedures 

•	 Double marking and discrepancy 
marking 

•	 Each candidate is assessed by at least 
two markers in each part 

54 



    
   

    
      

     

         

Quality assurance adopted by 
the HKEAA (2) 

•	 Checkmarking 

•	 Real-time statistical information for real-
time monitoring of quality of marking 

•	 Comparability of marks awarded to 
different questions 
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Statistical Information (1) 

56 

Mean S. D. Third 
marking 
rate 

Part A 58.7% 19.7% 13.8% 

Part B 46.1% 21.9% 14.2% 

Data taken from OSM 



   

     

 

 

 

 

Statistical information (2)
 

Question Popularity (%) Mean (out of 42) 

2A Compulsory 24.64 

2B - 19.38 

Workplace 

Communication 

31.0 22.10 

Social issues 17.7 20.92 

Sports 

Communication 

17.4 12.23 

Popular culture 16.0 20.78 
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Statistical information (3)
 

Question Popularity (%) Mean (out of 42) 

Debating 6.3 22.66 

Poems & Songs 4.7 20.76 

Short stories 3.2 19.62 

Drama 2.7 15.31 

Unattempted 0.86 0 
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Marking Guidelines (1)
 

Content: 
•	 Whether content fulfills all the requirements 

of the question 

•	 Whether the content is relevant 

•	 Whether ideas are developed/supported 

•	 Whether creativity and imagination are shown 
when appropriate 

•	 Whether the text engages the reader’s 
interest 

•	 Whether there is an awareness of audience 
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Marking Guidelines (2)
 

Language 

•	 Range of accurate sentence structures 

•	 Grammar accuracy; if there are errors, whether 
these errors affect overall clarity 

•	 Range and appropriacy of vocabulary 

•	 Spelling and punctuation 

•	 Whether register, tone and style are 
appropriate to the genre and text-type 
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Marking Guidelines (3) 

Organization 

•	 Whether the text is organized effectively 

•	 Whether the ideas are logically developed
 

•	 Cohesion in the text 

•	 Cohesive ties and use of cohesive devices
 

•	 Overall structure is coherent, sophisticated 

and appropriate to the genre and text-type 
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Marking Guidelines (4) 

(For Part B only ) 

•	 If content is off-topic, candidates should 
not be awarded more than 3 marks in 
each of the other domains 
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   Script A Level 1 Question 2 

Content 
•	 Scattered attempts to address the 

requirements of the task 

•	 Misconception of the task includes the idea of 
picking up classmates to go to a badminton 
court in the 5th paragraph 

Language 

•	 Grammatical errors obscure meaning 

•	 Vocabulary is low level in nature and few 

words are spelt correctly 
63 



   Script A Level 1 Question 2 

Organization 

• Paragraphs stand alone and there is no 
linkage. The text is loosely structured. 
The parts that reflect some attempts to 
organize topics feature in the second 
half with connectives such as ‘Firstly’, 
and ‘Finally’ which mainly list the 
sequence of ideas. 
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   Script B Level 2 Question 4 

Content 

•	 Some relevant ideas but shows gaps in 

understanding of the topic. 

•	 Attempts are made to address the problem 

of the Private School Buses Operators 

though some unintelligible chunks 

frequently obscure meaning. 
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   Script B Level 2 Question 4 

Language 

• Language is far from satisfactory with 
numerous spelling mistakes 

• Overall, grammatical errors impede 
meaning. 
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   Script B Level 2 Question 4 

Organization 

•	 Paragraphs are generally defined. Simple 

cohesive ties are found with a limited range 

of connectives used appropriately. Cohesion 

is sometimes fuzzy. 

•	 A clear introduction of the speech and an 

appropriate ending showing appropriate 

awareness to the target audience. 
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   Script C Level 3 Question 1 

Content 

•	 Content is relevant and strongest of the 
three domains. 

•	 Ideas of wanting to be a teacher when 
s/he was young and the importance of 
having good friends are developed with 

imaginative examples to support. 
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   Script C Level 3 Question 1 

Language 

•	 Basic grammatical structures are 
accurate with some complex sentence 
structures. 

Organization 

•	 Some sections of the text are coherent. 
Register, tone and style need some 
honing. 
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   Script D Level 3 Question 7 

Content 

•	 Content addresses the requirements of the 
question adequately and mostly relevant 
and supported with examples 
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   Script D Level 3 Question 7 

Language 

•Occasional attempts are made to use more 
complex sentences but sometimes not very 
successful. 

•Contextualized vocabulary generally 
appropriate. 

•Tone and style appropriate for an article. 

Organization 

•Some cohesive devices are used in the text but 
some are misplaced. 
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   Script E Level 4 Question 6 

Content 

•	 Content fulfills the requirements of the 
question; ideas are relevant but not all 
of them are well developed to constitute 

engaging content 
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   Script E Level 4 Question 6 

Language 

•	 A range of accurate sentence structures has 

been used 

•	 Some mistakes in language, but they don’t 

always impede communication 

Organization 

•	 Paragraphs are clearly signalled, so ideas are easy 

to follow 

•	 Most discourse markers are correctly used 
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   Script F Level 5 Question 9 

Content 

•	 Content fulfills the requirements of the 

question and it is almost totally relevant 

•	 Some creativity is shown (e.g. the vandal 

being a cat) 

•	 Awareness of audience (readers of a 

detective story) is shown 
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   Script F Level 5 Question 9 

Language 

•	 Wide range of accurate sentence structures with 

a good grasp of both simple and complex 

sentences 

•	 Vocabulary is wide with correct spelling and 

usage 

Organization 

•	 Text is organized effectively 

•	 Cohesive ties are strong 
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Recommendations to candidates (1)
 

•	 Read the questions carefully to fulfil all the 
requirements of the task 

•	 Develop the ideas with examples and 
supporting details 

•	 Pay attention to who the addresser and the 
intended readers are 

•	 Careful attention should also be paid on ‘format’, 
‘style’ or ‘genre’. 

•	 Don’t insert prepared sentences, paragraphs 
and stock phrases 
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   Recommendations to candidates (2)
 

•	 Memorised paragraphs / essays will be 
disregarded and not awarded any 
marks. Zero marks will be given to 

totally memorised essays 

•	 Word Guides: Candidates should not 
waste time counting the no. of words 

written. As a general guide, ± 10% is 
acceptable. 
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Paper 4 

• Video 1: Levels 1 and 5 

• Video 2: Level 4 

• Video 3: Levels 2 and 3 

Samples of 
performance 

78 

To access the three videos of performance and comments on 

candidates’ performances, please go to: HKEAA website 

HKDSE Subject Information English Language 

Sample of Candidates’ Performance 2013 Exam 

Paper 4. 



 

     

 

   

  

 

   

Paper 4 

Date: May 2-15 2013 (10 days) 

General Statistics: 

- Total score: 56 

- Mean: 27.82 (49%) 

- Correlation: 0.87 

Double marking, discrepancy marking
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Paper 4 

Domains Mean 
(0-7) 

Pronunciation and delivery 3.51 

Communication strategies 3.45 

Vocabulary and language patterns 3.35 

Ideas and organisation 3.60 
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Examination Report
 

Communication strategies 

•“lack the ability to speak and interact 
spontaneously” 

•“…used their turn taking to do mini-
presentations instead of carrying out a 
discussion.” 

•“…keen to put forward their own 
arguments, but had a tendency to ignore 
others’ opinions.” 

(ERQP, 2013) 
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Communication strategies 

• expected participation structure 

• role of the candidates 

• linguistic strategies used by candidates 
initiate and maintain interaction 
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Participation structure for a 
group discussion 

•	 co-constructed group performance
 

•	 talk should be collaborative – not 
individual performance 

•	 opportunities for every candidate to 
participate 

•	 peer interaction 
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Role of the candidates 

• Focus on the task 

• Focus on the members of the group 
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Examples of linguistic strategies 
used by candidates 

• Lexical expressions for collaboration: 

Let’s talk about … ”, 

• Responding 

“I agree…Yes, but …” 

• Inviting others to take part: 

“What do you think?” 

• Re-phrasing/interpreting/clarification: 

“Yes, I think you suggested …” 
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Video 1
 

YouTube
 

•how you could learn English through 
YouTube and other social networking 
sites 

•what other ways you can think of to learn 
English outside the classroom 

•advice to give students who are new to 
learning English by themselves 

(2013 DSE-4 QP 1.1) 
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Video 1 Level 5 (Candidate B) 
•	 Initiates the discussion 

“First of all, shall we talk about how we can learn 
English through YouTube (pause)What do you 
think?” 

•	 Gives one idea, elaborates and invites 
others to respond 

“Many videos posted by people all over the 
world…they use English as English, so if we 
watch those videos or read the subtitles, we can 
learn more words and listen more 
English…What do you think? ” 
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Video 1 Level 5 (Candidate B)
 

• Listens to what others are saying 

• Builds on others’ point 

“Yes, I think that the idea of Chinglish 
(Candidate A) should be put forward in our 
presentation so that we can raise the awareness 
of our students so that they should (…) their 
habit use some formal English in their daily 
lives. Do you agree with this idea?” 
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Video 1 Level 5 (Candidate B) 

•	 Summarises and affirms what others 
have said: 

“Yes, travel (Candidate A), drama and watching 
TV programmes (Candidate D) are good ways to 
learn English…” 

•	 Initiates a natural turn 

‘By the way, can we talk about how…’ 
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Video 1 Level 5 (Candidate B)
 

•	 Body language and intonation convey 
the length of the turn and when it will 
end 

•	 Turn-taking strategies – high awareness 
of when to end his turn and when to 
begin the next turn 
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Video 1 Level 1 (Candidate D) 

•	 Uses formulaic expressions appropriately
 

“I agree with you too” 

•	 Gives some basic comprehensible 
responses 

“I think that the YouTube we watch the video, we 
can have more interesting from the English, we 
will not feel poorly, we can learn the grammar or 
sentence how to use, so I think we can learn the 
English.” 
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Video 2 

Compulsory cooking classes at school
 

•why young people usually do not know 
how to cook 

•the benefits and problems of having 
compulsory cooking classes 

•what should be taught in these classes 

(2013 DSE-4 QP 1.2) 
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Video 2 – Candidate C Level 4
 

• Register – conversational tone 

• Supports Candidate B’s point 

“I agree with you. And I think fast food is very 
convenient (Candidate B)nowadays. And 
because of our generation’s laziness, and we 
usually choose the convenient way to finish our 
lunch and dinner. And besides, I think parents’ 
protection is the important reason…” 
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Video 2 – Candidate C Level 4
 

• Interprets and rephrases what 
Candidate D has said 

“Eh, I think you mean education do not 
include the cooking lessons, we should have. 
So we should implement cooking classes in 
secondary school.” 
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Video 2 – Candidate C Level 4 

• Listens and responds constructively 

“I see your problems concerning your view. But 
I think the problems that you’ve just suggested– 
eh–we can solve it by implementing the 
compulsory cooking lessons in the junior 
forms…” 
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Video 2 – Candidate A 

Communication strategy does not seem 
genuinely purposeful 

“Yes, I agree with you. I think that-ah-
nowadays-eh-all the education in Hong Kong is 
improved in recent years because the 
government has some free education chances 
for-ah-every people, so that-ah-nowadays, man 
parents may have-ah-relatively-ah…few 
children, and they may… 
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Video 2 – Candidate A
 

…be-ah-very care about their children, so 
that they do not let their children do things 
such as cooking, because cooking may in touch 
with some fire or some hot things (Candidate C) 
etc. but ah, I think the other reasons is that 
nowadays-ah- the bloming of the economy of 
Hong Kong –ah- let some members of family to 
afford the prizes (prices) ah-for having de-name 
and many… 
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Video 2 – Candidate A
 

…housewives do not need to go to work 
because they have-ah-the financial ability to 
look after their children so that many student 
do not need to (Candidate D interrupts) cook 
themselves. 

• Lacks engagement with group members
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Video 2 – Candidate D 

Appropriate formulaic expression 

“Excuse me, ehm, because time is not 
import…ehm, so ehm, let me tal about the next 
point…What are your ideas?” 

“Excuse me, may I say something? Ehm, yes…
�

99 



   

     

         
        
        

         
       

     

Video 2 – Candidate B
 

• Missed opportunity to share the floor 

“And reduce the time for study, will also bring 
the problem, such as getting hurt in the lessons, 
and that may be warning the parents…and let 
us talk about what should be talked about in 
this cooking lesson…and I think, in this 
cooking lesson, eh, they should learn…” 
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Examiner’s Recommendations 

•	 Listen and respond to the contributions 
of others 

•	 Follow up on a point mentioned – 
critiquing, extending, asking for 
clarification 

•	 Sharing the floor 

•	 Maintaining eye-contact with candidates
 

•	 Using an appropriate register 
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script A
 

(Part B Question 2)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script A
 

(Part B Question 2)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script B
 

(Part B Question 4)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script B
 

(Part B Question 4)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script B
 

(Part B Question 4)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script C
 

(Part A)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script C
 

(Part A)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script D
 

(Part B Question 7)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script D
 

(Part B Question 7)
 



 

 

 

        

    

 

10 

2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script D
 

(Part B Question 7)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script D
 

(Part B Question 7)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script E
 

(Part B Question 6)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script E
 

(Part B Question 6)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script E
 

(Part B Question 6)
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2013 DSE English Language Paper 2 Script E
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