
 

 

 

AFCI and GFCI Requirements 
State-by-State Data 
 

Arc-fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs) have been on the market since about the year 2000. They differ from ground-fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCIs), which were introduced into the NEC in the 1960s. Where GFCIs are designed to protect people from shock if 
parts of an electric appliance or tool become energized due to a ground fault, AFCIs are designed to protect branch circuit wiring 
from arcing faults. 

NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (NEC), first required AFCIs in the 1999 edition. Subsequent editions added locations which were 
required to be covered. 

1999 NEC:  Branch circuits serving dwelling unit bedrooms needed to be covered by AFCIs as of January 1, 2002. 

2008 NEC:  The use of AFCIs expanded to family rooms, dining rooms, living rooms, parlors, libraries, dens, sunrooms, recreation 
rooms, closets, hallways and similar rooms or areas.  

2014 NEC:  Kitchens and laundry areas to the list of required areas.  

The list has remained unchanged in the 2017 and 2020 editions of the NEC. 

The maps and table on the following pages detail the status of AFCI and GFCI requirements in each state. The table includes 
hyperlinks to state building code agencies as well as relevant documents. 

If you have questions or comments about the information in this table, please contact Dan Buuck at 202-266-8366. 
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AFCI Requirements in Effect 
Covered Circuits 

 
Family Rooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, Parlors, 

Libraries, Dens, Sunrooms, Recreation Rooms, 
Closets, Hallways and Similar Rooms or Areas AND 

Kitchen and Laundry Areas 

Bedrooms AND 
Family Rooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, Parlors, 

Libraries, Dens, Sunrooms, Recreation Rooms, 
Closets, Hallways and Similar Rooms or Areas 

Bedrooms 
No Statewide 

Adoption  
of AFCI Provisions 

 
Total: 32 

 
Total: 6 

 
Total: 3 

 
Total: 9 

    

California Oklahoma Alabama Idaho Alaska 
Colorado Pennsylvania Arkansas Tennessee Arizona 

Connecticut Rhode Island Illinois Virginia Indiana 
Delaware South Dakota North Carolina  Kansas 

Florida Texas Oregon  Michigan 
Georgia Vermont South Carolina  Mississippi 
Hawaii Washington   Missouri 
Iowa West Virginia   Nevada 

Kentucky Wisconsin*   Utah 
Louisiana Wyoming    

Maine     
Maryland     

Massachusetts     
Minnesota     
Montana*     
Nebraska     

New Hampshire     
New Jersey     

New Mexico     
New York     

North Dakota     
Ohio     

     
     
     

* Excludes kitchens    
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Amendments to AFCI and GFCI Provisions 
 

No Statewide Adoption of 
Residential Electrical Code 

Amendments to Both AFCI 
And GFCI Provisions 

Amendments to AFCI 
Provisions 

Amendments to GFCI 
Provisions 

No Amendments to AFCI or 
GFCI Provisions 

Total: 6 Total: 11 Total: 12 Total: 3 Total: 19 
Alaska Connecticut Arkansas District of Columbia Alabama 

Arizona Idaho Delaware Texas California 
Kansas Indiana Iowa Washington Colorado 

Mississippi Massachusetts Michigan  Florida 
Missouri New Jersey Montana  Georgia 
Nevada North Carolina New Hampshire  Hawaii 

 Ohio North Dakota  Illinois 
 Oregon South Carolina  Kentucky 
 South Dakota Tennessee  Louisiana 
 Vermont Utah  Maine 
 Wisconsin Virginia  Maryland 
  West Virginia  Minnesota 
    Nebraska 
    New Mexico 
    New York 
    Oklahoma 
    Pennsylvania 
    Rhode Island 
    Wyoming 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 



Page 4 of 12 
 

State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

 

IRC International 
Residential 
Code—Electrical 
Section  

NEC National Electrical 
Code 

X Amendments 
do not include 
AFCI or GFCI 
provisions. 

   

Alabama 2008 NEC 
Effective 6/4/2017 

 

Div. of 
Construction 
Management 

 
Dept. of Economic 

and Community 
Affairs  

Adoption 

The 2015 IRC was adopted, but the 2008 NEC is deemed 
equivalent to the electrical requirements of the IRC. 
The 2014 NEC only applies to state projects (effective 
7/1/2016). 

Alaska 
No Statewide 

Adoption  
Div. of Labor 

Standards and 
Safety 

Adoption 

"Public structures" and any place of employment are 
required to be completed under the 2017 NEC (effective 
5/9/2018). "Public structures" are buildings such as 
hotels, resident housing with more than one rental unit, 
restaurants, taverns, lodging houses, children's homes, 
auditoriums, town halls, or any structure designed or 
used for public assembly, whether publicly or privately 
financed. 

Arizona 
No Statewide 

Adoption     

Arkansas 
2017 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2018 AFCI 
Department of 

Labor Amendments 
The 2017 NEC was adopted with an amendment which 
removes the requirement for arc-fault circuit-
interrupters (AFCIs) in kitchens and laundry rooms. 

California 2017 NEC 
Effective 1/1/2020 

 Building Standards 
Commission 

Adopted Code 

The 2019 California Electrical Code, or Part 3 of the 
California Building Standards Code, incorporates the 
2017 edition of the NEC. Local jurisdictions may adopt 
more restrictive requirements if they are warranted by 
local conditions. 

http://finance.alabama.gov/pages/construction_mgmt.aspx
http://finance.alabama.gov/pages/construction_mgmt.aspx
http://finance.alabama.gov/pages/construction_mgmt.aspx
https://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
https://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
https://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ERT2X6a-YJtHnjyGJkuiut0BLdQsjc_Yi7f_ko3OipvZ8g?e=a1JTdf
http://www.labor.alaska.gov/lss/mihome.htm
http://www.labor.alaska.gov/lss/mihome.htm
http://www.labor.alaska.gov/lss/mihome.htm
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYO5Hl4FklZKsCjpivgdz-MB9pzayBXQUgg3uSgDakPtYg?e=zKPAce
https://www.labor.arkansas.gov/
https://www.labor.arkansas.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQNh7S7fMzZGrLmvo-iXb28B0XrrKaTaxUgvF9Wbm_WV_A?e=N7D6Ph
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

Colorado 2020 NEC 
Effective 8/1/2020 

 Electrical Board Adoption  

Connecticut 
2015 IRC 

Effective 10/1/2018 AFCI/GFCI 
Office of the State 
Building Inspector Amendments 

An exception was added for AFCI protection. It is not 
required for replacement receptacles.  
The GFCI amendment is editorial and does not affect the 
requirements of the code. 

Delaware 2014 NEC 
Effective 3/11/2016 

AFCI Fire Prevention 
Commission 

Amendments 
The 2014 NEC was adopted in its entirety except for two 
amendments requiring smoke alarms to be installed on 
dedicated branch circuits without AFCI protection. 

District of 
Columbia 

2014 NEC 
Effective 5/29/2020 GFCI 

Dept. of Consumer 
and Regulatory 

Affairs 
Amendments 

The 2014 NEC was adopted with an amendment 
requiring the 125-volt receptacle installed within 25 feet 
of the electrical service equipment in to be a 20-amp 
receptacle and GFCI-protected. This receptacle is not 
required in one- and two-family dwellings. 

Florida 
2017 NEC 

Effective 12/31/2020  
Building 

Commission 
IRC 

Amendments 
Electrical systems, equipment and components are 
required to comply with the 2017 edition of the NEC. 

Georgia 2020 NEC 
Effective 1/1/2020 

 Dept. of 
Community Affairs 

Adoption 
 

IRC 
Amendments 

The 2020 edition of the NEC was adopted without 
amendments. 

Hawaii 
2017 NEC 

Effective 8/21/2018  
Building Code 

Council Adoption  

Idaho 
2017 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2017 AFCI/GFCI 
Division of Building 

Safety Amendments 

AFCI protection requirements were amended to include 
only bedrooms. 
GFCI protection was removed from laundry areas and 
outlets supplying dishwashers. GFCI protection is still 
required within 6 feet of sinks. 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/Electrical
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWPtpZSnuGBJg07wz2dA-csBXtMlOYvE9JdZ5jMgl5NXZw?e=IwZm2a
http://www.ct.gov/dcs/cwp/view.asp?a=4447&q=521446
http://www.ct.gov/dcs/cwp/view.asp?a=4447&q=521446
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EZ_fLhaFsYtJjNqk8pahFMoBlXapQqeJysk8CiAiXkCBww?e=E0nevp
http://statefirecommission.delaware.gov/
http://statefirecommission.delaware.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ESSREaJlXQBEi96TaLPlmhoB7ZON2aFvXf6N-86NEfYixw?e=kbxCaw
https://dcra.dc.gov/page/resources-tools
https://dcra.dc.gov/page/resources-tools
https://dcra.dc.gov/page/resources-tools
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWu_xgF7JapGlAteaP1wkbcBM17ZhxqtIYe9vm_FJTPREg?e=HbzvJt
https://www.floridabuilding.org/c/
https://www.floridabuilding.org/c/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQZYeATL-QhAlHRT_QSgvRYBf-4yxIh7xnQz40PqIhn_bg?e=vL935s
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQZYeATL-QhAlHRT_QSgvRYBf-4yxIh7xnQz40PqIhn_bg?e=vL935s
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQinZdU0Mp1PhSkJrnSIqzoBqfdOJT-J9QQ5ypkWiWAItQ?e=X4LobB
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbswFLijF_5Pnj3KNl3Adv0Bgyim7RpL28KpaV_EJ3gEIQ?e=WEsQDd
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbswFLijF_5Pnj3KNl3Adv0Bgyim7RpL28KpaV_EJ3gEIQ?e=WEsQDd
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcVCPOty29hJkkgxmAjLh8MBMrDsnjnCLQSC580s1gbFww?e=8S0ObK
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYO8ns0xMSJLidPXrpBiL64B3JT0JEyz8rzjHSyOyvuF2w?e=ztFzSc
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

Illinois 2008 NEC 
Effective 7/1/2011 

 
Capital 

Development 
Board 

Adoption 

Building codes, including the electrical code, may be 
adopted at the local level. All new construction must 
comply with the 2008 or later edition of the NEC for 
those jurisdictions which have not adopted a code 
locally. 

Indiana 
2018 IRC 

Effective 12/26/2019 AFCI/GFCI 
Fire Prevention & 

Building Safety 
Commission 

Amendments 

AFCI protection requirements have been completely 
removed from the IRC, as have the provisions for 
tamper-resistant receptacles. GFCI protection was 
modified for spas, hot tubs, and hydromassage tubs. 

Iowa 
2017 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2018 AFCI 
Electrical 

Examining Board Amendments 
The AFCI provisions for extending or modifying a branch 
circuit were deleted, but those for new construction 
were not amended. 

Kansas 
No Statewide 

Adoption  
Office of the State 

Fire Marshal  
2008 NEC was adopted by the state for state-owned 
buildings only. 

Kentucky 
2017 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2019  
Dept. of Housing, 

Buildings and 
Construction 

Adoption  

Louisiana 2014 NEC 
Effective 2/1/2018 

 
State Uniform 

Construction Code 
Council 

Adoption  

Maine 
2014 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2014 X 
Electricians' 

Examining Board Amendments 
The 2014 NEC was adopted with eight technical 
amendments which do not affect AFCI or GFCI 
requirements. 

Maryland 2017 NEC 
Effective 3/25/2019 

 Building Codes 
Administration 

Adoption 

For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
local electrical code and the National Electrical Code as 
adopted and enforced by the State Fire Marshal, 
authorized fire officials, or building officials. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/Pages/BuildingCodesRegulations.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/Pages/BuildingCodesRegulations.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/Pages/BuildingCodesRegulations.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EZ9z7LQZ6_5Dts2ymwIXCZYBRAo-Kb3Q8VYVISDDdTPheQ?e=c8tbNW
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EUAXab0x7tZCqxOv3D9BScABlxIkWlh0SxVlA-S7589-jQ?e=Lp8B8J
https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/electrical-examining-board/electrical-code-updates
https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/electrical-examining-board/electrical-code-updates
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXWiz5llRLRLjFJN8NBV8egBwVBSm5nN3gkhVO611Bxw9w?e=fKyADJ
https://firemarshal.ks.gov/
https://firemarshal.ks.gov/
http://dhbc.ky.gov/
http://dhbc.ky.gov/
http://dhbc.ky.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EVht6xXPY1pJnLtyN4fnTagBGjZvY83cq5c--pDl472rvg?e=XkBpUj
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ESzG9iahh2pCrUSexY1pCIMB8a3657ltNEO9OAcVoV1uGQ?e=Ahhp1M
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/electricians/
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/electricians/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EfFvrMBtwQRIlfkqyGIttnQBGftF7K_6KhnQDqZThcRNhw?e=rMgosN
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/labor/build/buildcodes.shtml
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/labor/build/buildcodes.shtml
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcZWA2TYCJZBnPuQw_AHFJABmlSqD7gmtrK7V4iVZr5-bw
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

Massachusetts 
2020 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2020 AFCI/GFCI 
Dept. of Fire 

Services Amendments 

The GFCI provisions were amended. When determining 
the distance from receptacles, the shortest path may 
not be measured through a door opening or doorway. 
GFCI protection is specifically called out for receptacles 
within a cabinet supporting a sink. GFCI protection was 
removed for outdoor, non-receptacle outlets. 
AFCI protection requirements were expanded to include 
all circuits in dwelling units. 

Michigan 
2015 IRC 

Effective 2/8/2016 AFCI 
LARA Building 

Division Amendments 
AFCI protection requirements have been completely 
removed from the IRC. 

Minnesota 
2020 NEC 

Effective 11/17/2020  Board of Electricity Adoption  

Mississippi No Statewide 
Adoption 

 State Fire Marshal Adoption Local jurisdictions shall adopt one of the last three 
editions of the IRC. 

Missouri No Statewide 
Adoption 

 Division of Fire 
Safety 

 The NEC was adopted by the state for state-owned 
buildings only. 

Montana 
2017 NEC 

Effective 12/7/2019 AFCI 
State Electrical 

Board Adoption 

The requirements for AFCI protection was deleted for 
kitchens. 
Cities and counties are not permitted to amend the NEC 
as adopted by the State. 

Nebraska 2017 NEC 
Effective 8/24/2017 

 State Electrical 
Division 

Adoption  

Nevada No Statewide 
Adoption  State Fire Marshal  The NEC was adopted by the state for state-owned 

buildings only. 

https://www.mass.gov/massachusetts-fire-code-and-electrical-code
https://www.mass.gov/massachusetts-fire-code-and-electrical-code
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EW0k2pBsI-xBpqTPx_c3C6IBhrXfGF8w2A_88LZ6WVCBZQ?e=6DCQ8U
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_10575---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-89334_10575---,00.html
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EW9uC--AcSVBu3o3S3bByo4BV4DxbVh4LRUNUhmBpRP94Q?e=WXekDa
http://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/boards-and-councils/board-electricity
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EUZi0EJBKW5AjlakuVtHCJQBxlJQjJtnqRtxau5p5-mwFA?e=JVdhgt
http://www.mid.ms.gov/sfm/state-fire-marshal.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXiEZkV9oIlIpoEBJzjZHbMBkM4vmaMVOZNYhBe4Q8FZcQ?e=XFCcLs
https://dfs.dps.mo.gov/
https://dfs.dps.mo.gov/
http://b.bsd.dli.mt.gov/license/bsd_boards/ele_board/board_page.asp
http://b.bsd.dli.mt.gov/license/bsd_boards/ele_board/board_page.asp
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcUTFKCFE81DisOoGMT_lmsBDOrY0R4xmxzPTnSrYHQObg?e=os2e2v
http://www.electrical.nebraska.gov/index.html
http://www.electrical.nebraska.gov/index.html
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYdv-YEqk3xLl9WlIUv-lDEBp8tEoEljGk4ZjcaDZZh9ZA?e=SGznOg
http://fire.nv.gov/
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

New 
Hampshire 

2017 NEC 
Effective 9/15/2019 AFCI 

State Building Code 
Review Board Amendments 

AFCI protection requirements were amended to allow 
the replacement of an AFCI device after repeated 
tripping with one without AFCI protection for as long as 
it takes the manufacturer to resolve the matter. This 
exception only applies where the branch circuit is not 
causing the AFCI device to trip. Affected receptacles 
need to be labelled and notice given to the property 
owner and occupants. 

New Jersey 
2017 NEC 

Effective 9/3/2019 AFCI/GFCI 
Dept. of 

Community Affairs Amendments 

The requirement for AFCI protection on branch circuit 
extensions or modifications, was deleted. Replaced 
receptacles also do not need to provide AFCI protection. 
The NEC was adopted with two exceptions for GFCI 
protection: receptacles in garages that are not readily 
accessible, and receptacles dedicated for a specific 
appliance that is not easily moved.  

New Mexico 
2017 NEC 

Effective 2/1/2018 X 
Construction 

Industries Division Adoption 
The amendments do not include any changes to the 
AFCI and GFCI protection requirements. 

New York 2018 IRC 
Effective 5/12/2020 X Code Enforcement 

& Administration 

Adoption 
 

Adopted Code 

The 2020 RCNYS, which is based on the 2018 IRC, was 
adopted without any changes to the AFCI and GFCI 
protection requirements. Jurisdictions may adopt more 
restrictive local standards. 

https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbTaSSLmhc1PkMABsv85MNsByyUagn01j0r4SYNJKi8eAQ?e=sCzoYv
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EdnK0Y6EMLlLj7pgI-Tm6ZgBNKJHPli7HFg43u5pvXA9Qw?e=n5MPPs
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/Rules_and_Laws.aspx
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/Rules_and_Laws.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWe8VrfITGtKpGu5ikeeipcBpBsFjntyh5HlaxYcWQqqig?e=gWhhIQ
http://www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/
http://www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ER1zn_WE3fhLsdKX4x-45lMB4tt49jREjzyfFWRyHPXHug?e=Rhkmu9
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/NYSRC2020P1/chapter-39-power-and-lighting-distribution#NYSRC2020P1_Pt08_Ch39_SecE3902
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

North Carolina 
2017 NEC 

Effective 6/12/2018 AFCI/GFCI 
Office of State Fire 

Marshal 

Amendments 
 

Additional 
Amendments 

The 2017 NEC was amended to remove AFCI 
requirements for kitchens and laundry areas. AFCI 
protection on branch circuit extensions is not required 
where existing conductors are not extended more than 
50 ft. AFCI protection is not required for replacement 
receptacles (effective 1/1/2021). 
A single outdoor outlet receptacle specifically for use by 
a sewage lift pump was exempted from GFCI protection. 
The requirement for GFCI protection on kitchen 
dishwasher branch circuits was deleted. GFCI protection 
is not required in the garage for a single receptacle or a 
duplex receptacle for two appliances, which are not 
easily moved and located within dedicated space.  

North Dakota 
2017 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2017 AFCI 
State Electrical 

Board Amendments 

The NEC was amended to exempt AFCI protection for 
refrigerators on a dedicated circuit and receptacles 
supplying sewer and sump pumps. 
GFCI protection was added for receptacles, other than 
single receptacles, serving garage door openers. 
The 2020 edition of the NEC goes into effect on 1/1/21. 

Ohio 
2017 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2019 AFCI/GFCI 
Board of Building 

Standards Amendments 

AFCI protection was exempted for branch circuits 
supplying receptacles serving only kitchen countertops. 
GFCI protection was exempted for a single outlet 
receptacle serving a garage door opener and for a single 
receptacle serving a sump pump when a GFCI protected 
outlet is within 6 feet of the pump. 

Oklahoma 
2015 IRC 

Effective 11/2/2015 X 
Uniform Building 
Code Commission Amendments 

The electrical amendments do not include any changes 
to the AFCI and GFCI protection requirements. 

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes.aspx
http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Ebu5UMKFizhNiSzxwN7svK8BwIJs2A7ULRQ4QQBSoUW-TQ?e=vmdYvX
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQTOLoejCO5LhGDBC2tg7ucB-IdEzjk_R2VFymW6cXBniw?e=2VqRmw
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQTOLoejCO5LhGDBC2tg7ucB-IdEzjk_R2VFymW6cXBniw?e=2VqRmw
https://www.ndseb.com/
https://www.ndseb.com/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EejlQDZciBxFj-huYfMUjTwBek2BpkAupIVslyxCejHgYQ?e=drq5dJ
http://com.ohio.gov/dico/bbs/
http://com.ohio.gov/dico/bbs/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Ed5vZnh4QINLkIgAMyP1jo4B8zsK4ZzOVv6IN5VR4FSZUA?e=kT4xuX
http://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
http://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcFFJuibdo1LhaZTk6Qe3VoBBHXzDsIw8ue4C1J6pb-YHw?e=N522ee
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

Oregon 
2017 NEC 

Effective 10/1/2017 AFCI/GFCI 
Building Codes 

Division 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 

AFCI protection was added to alcoves, but was removed 
for hallways, kitchens and laundry areas and GFCI-
protected receptacles in dining rooms. AFCI protection 
was also exempted for optional, dedicated outlets 
supplying equipment known to cause unwanted 
tripping, or on branch circuits supplying receptacles for 
appliances which are not easily moved or fastened in 
place. AFCI protection was also not required for 
extensions or modifications of existing circuits or when 
replacing or upgrading a service or panelboard. 
Exceptions for GFCI protection include single receptacles 
for appliances that are not easily moved or fastened in 
place, receptacles serving dishwashers and single 
receptacles for sewage or sump pumps. Such 
receptacles need to be labeled “not GFCI protected.” 

Pennsylvania 2015 IRC 
Effective 10/1/2018 X UCC Review and 

Advisory Council Adoption 
The 2015 IRC was adopted with several technical 
amendments which did not affect AFCI or GFCI 
protection. 

Rhode Island 2017 NEC 
Effective 8/1/2019 

X Building Code 
Commission 

Amendments 
The 2017 NEC was adopted with several technical 
amendments which did not affect AFCI or GFCI 
protection. 

South Carolina 
2018 IRC 

Effective 1/1/2020 AFCI 
Building Code 

Council 

Adoption 
 

Amendments 

The AFCI provisions were amended to exclude kitchens 
and laundry rooms. 

South Dakota 2020 NEC 
Effective 7/1/2020 

AFCI/GFCI Electrical 
Commission 

Amendments 

The 2020 NEC was adopted with amendments. GFCI 
protection for receptacles does not include 250-volt 
receptacles. The requirement for GFCI protection for 
outdoor outlets was deleted. The AHJ may determine 
that AFCI and GFCI protection is not required for life 
support or similar equipment. 

http://www.cbs.state.or.us/external/bcd/
http://www.cbs.state.or.us/external/bcd/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWolOZ-pHpVApZY9jFvwPWkB4GAbVCAVNupxmsQg-neEBA?e=kM3vDl
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/codes-stand/Pages/adopted-codes.aspx
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Codes.aspx
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Codes.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYtL_U4jPn9MlW8Sxj_psPIBAElD82uXuHMrQQstGu8f6g?e=RUzv8w
http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/
http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EUabkw7u8BpHp2gqpMuLEEMBHyGHykpwHPjGkUnxY0VhlA?e=Sr8smb
https://llr.sc.gov/bcc/
https://llr.sc.gov/bcc/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EUVH5ay9FNVJnn5igZtUgLcBKUhAK-_po7G9MdPpkEyfdQ?e=96hGJd
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQiBns9JAqNLrhBc9ysF3ekBJgmCvjUlA7zIqz3bIGfw7Q?e=CEJjgn
http://dlr.sd.gov/electrical/default.aspx
http://dlr.sd.gov/electrical/default.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcC6zh1Pn0BHsu_Nz-OoF_QBpEouKSPxRobsUJh75qI2vA?e=5KeVuq
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

Tennessee 2017 NEC 
Effective 3/19/2018 

AFCI State Fire Marshal Amendments AFCI protection requirements were amended to include 
only bedrooms. 

Texas 2020 NEC 
Effective 11/1/2020 

GFCI Dept. of Licensing 
and Regulation 

Adoption 
The Texas Occupations Code § 1305.201 provides 
municipalities the authority to make local amendments 
to the NEC. 

Utah 
2015 IRC 

Effective 7/1/2019 AFCI 
Uniform Building 
Code Commission 

Adoption 
 

Amendments 

AFCI protection requirements have been deleted for 
new construction. AFCI protection is also not required 
for extensions of existing circuits or an added outlet 
which does not significantly increase the existing 
electrical load—not including changes which are part of 
a remodel or addition. 
Codes are adopted by the Utah legislature, with the 
Building Code Commission making recommendations. 

Vermont 
2017 NEC 

Effective 10/1/2017 AFCI/GFCI 
Building Code and 

Safety Services Amendments 

AFCI protection is not required where a branch circuit is 
extended solely for the purpose to hardwire single 
station smoke and or CO alarms in an existing dwelling. 
Amendments limit GFCI protection in laundry areas to 
those receptacles installed within 6 feet of a washing 
machine or sink. 

Virginia 2015 IRC 
Effective 9/4/2018 

AFCI 
Dept. of Housing 
and Community 

Development 
Adopted Code The 2015 IRC was amended to limit the AFCI protection 

requirement to bedrooms. 

Washington 
2020 NEC 

Effective 10/29/2020 GFCI 
Dept. of Labor & 

Industries 

Amendments 
 

Significant 
Changes 

GFCI protection is not required for a fire alarm system in 
a garage or unfinished basement. The receptacle and 
cover plate must be red and labeled. All fixed electrical 
equipment with exposed grounded metal parts within 
an enclosed shower area or within five feet of a bathtub 
must have GFCI protection.  
Cities might have separate electrical ordinances but 
must be at least as stringent as the State. 

http://www.tn.gov/commerce/section/fire-prevention
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXA694_H1IFEkLvLN7mGeQgBD7gLLxaz7uJBU8gXUhPs5w?e=xNPEYE
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/electricians/elec.htm
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/electricians/elec.htm
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbErpyHVdm5Gq-td15U2RHMBh9EGLmiHytHmH8knV4-24g?e=3x9b1t
https://dopl.utah.gov/ubc/index.html
https://dopl.utah.gov/ubc/index.html
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Eax8Ai95lqZKrAhsAGcyFoEBOEIv7VDY0iGzXrDS1CYnQw?e=L2WgKY
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcS1d2CmpbVCkVHQ0UwOMB8BVcD2vdgDzfjjRO42qT8Avw?e=yYU603
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXZP9COMmGhAjU8TLAZe9UgBAjpeFthkzusVb9ZXJm5v6A?e=nTsOB9
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/codes
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/codes
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/codes
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VRC2015P2/chapter-39-power-and-lighting-distribution#VRC2015P2_Pt08_Ch39_SecE3902.16
https://www.lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/electrical/electrical-basics-for-home-business-owners/
https://www.lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/electrical/electrical-basics-for-home-business-owners/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EX02pEAxAOdLukRB1o5PjfEBb9DhuVUeKYlHlYiq8BBKHw?e=dAPqfZ
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EazkXGwT5u1JhothGq9-p0MBQDnIWgs2dsGB3O95NIiuVQ?e=yKNeIc
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EazkXGwT5u1JhothGq9-p0MBQDnIWgs2dsGB3O95NIiuVQ?e=yKNeIc
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State 
Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 
(AFCI/GFCI/X) 

State Agency Documents Notes 

West Virginia 
2017 NEC 

Effective 8/1/2020 AFCI 
Office of the State 

Fire Marshal Amendments 

AFCI protection is not required for renovations which do 
not add square footage, except for in bedrooms. AFCI 
protection is not required for additions where no 
electrical service is installed. 

Wisconsin 2017 NEC 
Effective 1/1/2020 

AFCI/GFCI 
Dept. of Safety and 

Professional 
Services 

Amendments 

AFCI protection is not required on branch circuits 
serving kitchens or branch circuit extensions or 
modifications. 
GFCI protection is not required due to a receptacle being 
within 6 feet of a kitchen sink, bathtub or shower stall. 
GFCI protection is also not required for receptacles in 
laundry areas or for a single receptacle serving a sump, 
sewage or condensate pump when a GFCI receptacle is 
within 3 feet of the non-GFCI receptacle.  

Wyoming 2020 NEC 
Effective 7/1/2020 

 
Dept. of Fire 

Prevention and 
Electrical Safety 

 Local jurisdictions may amend the electrical code. 

 

http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EfCUt6E8zydNpdcbhnHDw-sB6A0UibefJ_Q_kbqPAK9b7A?e=LCjzBp
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/RulesStatutes/TradesProgram.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/RulesStatutes/TradesProgram.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/RulesStatutes/TradesProgram.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EZWJDOA27h1JgONwT-wi-lIBiuXO3Cg1rck5ESt3hb__Rg?e=Z57Ru5
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/plan-review/codes-and-standards
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/plan-review/codes-and-standards
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/plan-review/codes-and-standards

