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Japan-India Joint Statement 
Toward a Free, Open and Prosperous Indo-Pacific 

 

H.E. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan is paying an official visit to India from 

13 September to 14 September, 2017 at the invitation of H.E. Narendra Modi, 

Prime Minister of India. On 14 September, the two Prime Ministers held strategic 

discussions on a wide range of issues under the Special Strategic and Global 

Partnership between the two countries. 
 

1.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed significant deepening of bilateral 

relations in the past three years and the growing convergence in the political, 

economic and strategic interests, based on the firm foundation of common values 

and traditions, as well as on an emerging consensus on contemporary issues of 

peace, security and development. They decided to work together to elevate their 

partnership to the next level to advance common strategic objectives at a time 

when the global community is faced with new challenges. 

 

2.  The two Prime Ministers affirmed strong commitment to their values-based 

partnership in achieving a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific region where 

sovereignty and international law are respected, and differences are resolved 

through dialogue, and where all countries, large or small, enjoy freedom of 

navigation and overflight, sustainable development, and a free, fair, and open 

trade and investment system.  

 

3.  The two Prime Ministers underlined that India and Japan could play a central 

role in safeguarding and strengthening such a rules-based order. To this end, they 

pledged to reinforce their efforts to: 

- align Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy with India’s Act East 

Policy, including through enhancing maritime security cooperation, improving 

connectivity in the wider Indo-Pacific region, strengthening cooperation with 

ASEAN, and promoting discussions between strategists and experts of the two 

countries;  

- enhance defence and security cooperation and dialogues, including the 

MALABAR and other joint exercises, defence equipment and technology 

cooperation in such areas as surveillance and unmanned system technologies, and 

defence industry cooperation. 

- ensure partnerships for prosperity through the Japan-India Investment 

Promotion Partnership, speedy implementation of key infrastructure projects 

including the Mumbai Ahmedabad High Speed Railway (MAHSR), and 

advancing cooperation in the fields of energy, smart cities, information and 

communication technology, space, science and technology, bio-technology, 

pharmaceuticals and health.  
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- strengthen people-to-people and cultural ties through enhanced Japanese 

language teaching in India and collaboration in the fields of tourism, civil 

aviation, higher education, women’s education, skills development and sports; 

- work together on global challenges such as proliferation of Weapons of 

Mass Destruction (WMDs), terrorism, space and cyber security, United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) reform, climate change and environment;  

- strengthen trilateral cooperation frameworks with the United States, 

Australia and other countries. 

 

 

Reinforcing Defence and Security Cooperation 

 

4.  The two Prime Ministers emphasised the significance of defence and 

security cooperation in enhancing the strategic partnership between the two 

countries. In this context, they welcomed the regular and institutionalised 

engagement through the annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue, the National 

Security Advisers' dialogue, the “2+2” Dialogue, the Defence Policy Dialogue 

and Service-to-Service staff talks. 

 

5.  The two Prime Ministers commended the significant progress achieved in 

maritime security cooperation evidenced by the expansion in scale and 

complexity of the MALABAR Exercise in the Bay of Bengal in July 2017 

(MALABAR-17). They noted the ongoing close cooperation between the Japan 

Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF) and the Indian Navy in various 

specialised areas of mutual interest, including anti-submarine aspects. They also 

acknowledged the importance of bilateral cooperation in maritime security by 

strengthening and enhancing exchanges in expanding maritime domain 

awareness (MDA) in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

6.  The two Prime Ministers shared the intention to expand joint exercises and 

cooperation in such areas as humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HA/DR), 

peacekeeping operations (PKOs), counter-terrorism including the possibility of 

joint field exercises between Indian Army and Japan’s Ground Self-Defence 

Force (JGSDF) in 2018, and reciprocal visits by air assets to each other’s 

country. They welcomed significant development in the long-standing 

partnership between the two Coast Guards, including the 16th High Level 

Meeting and the joint exercise in Yokohama in January 2017 between the two 

coast guards. 

 

7.  The two Prime Ministers noted recent progress in bilateral cooperation on 

defence equipment and technology, including the commencement of the 

technical discussion for the future research collaboration in the area of 

Unmanned Ground Vehicles and Robotics. Japan’s readiness to provide its 
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state-of-the-art US-2 amphibian aircraft was appreciated as symbolising the high 

degree of trust between the two countries. The two governments decided to 

continue their discussions in this regard.  

 

8.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the recently held annual Defence 

Ministerial Dialogue and the first Defence Industry Forum in Tokyo on 5 

September, which was addressed by the two Defence Ministers as well as the 

discussions covering other promising initiatives in defence industry cooperation. 

They recognised the importance of enhancing interactions between governments 

and defence industries of the two countries in order to encourage equipment 

collaboration including defence and dual-use technologies. 

 

9.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the holding of the Second India-Japan 

Cyber Dialogue in New Delhi on 17 August this year and reaffirmed their 

commitment to an open, free, secure, stable, peaceful and accessible cyberspace, 

enabling economic growth and innovation as well as mutual cooperation in this 

regard. 

 

 

Working Together for a Better Connected World 

 

10.  The two Prime Ministers expressed their strong commitment to work 

together to enhance connectivity in India and with other countries in the 

Indo-Pacific region including Africa. They welcomed the deepening of their 

connectivity dialogue aimed at achieving concrete progress, and decided to 

further accelerate such an initiative. 

 

11.  The two Prime Ministers also underlined the importance of all countries 

ensuring the development and use of connectivity infrastructure in an open, 

transparent and non-exclusive manner based on international standards and 

responsible debt financing practices, while ensuring respect for sovereignty and 

territorial integrity, the rule of law, and the environment. They also reaffirmed 

the importance of “quality infrastructure” which, among others ensures 

alignment with local economic and development strategies, safety, resilience, 

social and environmental impacts, and job creation as well as capacity building 

for the local communities.  

 

12.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the efforts to explore the development 

of industrial corridors and industrial network for the growth of Asia and Africa, 

which will benefit various stakeholders in the Indo-Pacific region including 

Africa. They shared the desire to further promote cooperation and collaboration 

in Africa in line with the priority measures identified through the Japan-India 

dialogue on Africa and the processes of Tokyo International Conference on 
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African Development (TICAD) and the India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS).  

 

13.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the Japan-India cooperation on 

development of India’s North Eastern Region (NER) as a concrete symbol of 

developing synergies between India’s Act East policy and Japan’s Free and Open 

Indo Pacific Strategy. In this context, they noted with satisfaction the setting up 

of the India-Japan Act East Forum. They appreciated the cooperation between 

Japan and North Eastern Region of India, ranging from key infrastructure such as 

road connectivity, electricity, water supply and sewage, to social and 

environmental sustainability such as afforestation and community empowerment, 

as well as people-to-people exchanges including the “IRIS Program” inviting 

youth from the NER to Japan.  

 

14.  The two Prime Ministers also stressed the importance of the development 

of the smart islands to enhance regional connectivity and decided to further 

accelerate consultations to identify technologies, infrastructure and development 

strategies for the purpose. 

 

 

Partnership for prosperity 

 

15.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the commencement of the project on 

the ground at the Sabarmati Station for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail 

(MAHSR), which will be an important symbol of a new era marked by the 75th 

Anniversary of India’s Independence. Expressing satisfaction at the steady 

progress, they directed their teams to multiply their efforts for achieving the 

target schedule  

 

16.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the exchange of notes for 100 billion 

yen as the first ODA loan for the MAHSR project. They also witnessed 

commencement of the construction of the HSR training institute in Vadodara. 

They appreciated the commencement of the JICA technical cooperation program 

for the capacity development of the National High Speed Rail Corporation.  

 

17.  The two Prime Ministers committed to advancing “Make in India” and 

transfer of technology in HSR projects, and expressed optimism in this direction. 

They welcomed the series of business matching efforts to establish Japan-India 

cooperation, such as the prospective technology collaboration between Kawasaki 

and BHEL. Both sides will explore further strengthening of partnership in high 

speed railways. They also recognised that there is potential for further 

collaboration between India and Japan in the modernisation and expansion of the 

conventional railway system and the construction of metro rails in India. They 

also highlighted the importance of the safety of conventional railways, and 
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appreciated the commencement of the JICA technical cooperation program by 

the dispatch of railways safety experts of Japan in August 2017, followed by a 

railway safety seminar and other programs. 

 

18.  Prime Minister Modi updated Prime Minister Abe about his Government’s 

efforts for the country’s economic and social development. Prime Minister Abe 

reiterated Japan’s strong support for the initiatives such as “Make in India”, 

“Digital India”, “Skill India”, “Smart City”, “Clean India,” and “Start-Up India”. 

Prime Minister Abe highly appreciated Prime Minister Modi’s economic 

reforms, especially the historic introduction of the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST), which facilitates ease of doing business and promotes market integration 

in India by realising a simple, efficient and nation-wide indirect tax system. 

 

19.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the expansion of Japan’s Foreign 

Direct Investment in India under the “Japan-India Investment Promotion 

Partnership”, committed to by both sides in 2014. They shared the view that the 

Japan-India Roadmap for Investment Promotion will provide greater impetus to 

“Make in India” through investment promotion activities, expanding the scope of 

professional services and assistance provided by JETRO to Japanese Small and 

Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) operating in India, Review Mechanisms for 

Issue Resolution and Approvals, Single Window Clearance Procedures, Japan 

Industrial Townships and infrastructure development. Prime Minister Abe 

expressed appreciation for the facilitation provided by “Japan Plus”, and the 

coordination by the Core Group. They also welcomed the progress in the projects 

of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC), through JICA, the 

Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) including the DMIC Logistic Data 

Bank Project and expressed expectations of promoting industrial investment in 

DMIC cities. They welcomed the signing of “the Joint Statement on the 

Development of the New Capital City and Industrial Cooperation in Andhra 

Pradesh”. They also welcomed Japanese cooperation for smart city projects in 

Ahmedabad, Chennai as well as Varanasi. 

 

20.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of 

Cooperation on the joint development of the “Japan and India Special Program 

for Make in India” in Mandal-Becharaj-Khoraj, Gujarat, as a regional 

development project driven by manufacturing cluster, and the plan to establish a 

JETRO’s Business Support Centre in its Ahmedabad office to promote Japanese 

SMEs investment in Gujarat.  

 

21.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the start of the first four Japan-India 

Institutes for Manufacturing (JIMs) in the States of Gujarat, Karnataka, 

Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu in 2017, under the Manufacturing Skill Transfer 

Promotion Program, and looked forward to more JIMs. They also welcomed the 
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commencement of the first Japanese Endowed Courses (JEC) in Andhra Pradesh 

from September 2017. They strongly hoped that this program will introduce 

Japanese manufacturing practices and accelerate training of future shop floor 

leaders and engineers. 

 

22.  The two Prime Ministers expressed the confidence that synergy between 

Japan’s advanced technology and India’s rich human resources can transform 

both countries into new centres of production in the global industrial network. 

They underscored the potential to further cooperate in human resources 

development and exchanges, including through utilising such frameworks as 

Japan’s “Innovative Asia” initiative and the Technical Intern Training Program 

(TITP).  

 

23.  The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the significant contribution 

of Japan’s ODA to the socio-economic development of India, especially the 

historically highest ever amount of ODA loan provided through JICA in the last 

two consecutive years. Prime Minister Abe expressed Japan’s intention to 

continue to support India’s efforts for social and industrial development 

including building key infrastructure projects.  

 

24.  Prime Minister Modi appreciated the provision of ODA loan to the 

following projects, in addition to the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Railway 

(MAHSR) Project and its related training institute: 

 - Project for Upgradation of Environmental Management for Ship Recycling in 

Alang and Sosiya in Gujarat  

- North East Road Network Connectivity Improvement Project (Phase 2) 

- Kolkata East-West Metro Project (III) 

- Gujarat Investment Promotion Program  

In this regard, the two Prime Ministers welcomed progress in the ODA projects 

in urban transportation sector such as the Delhi, Chennai, Mumbai, Bangalore, 

Kolkata and Ahmedabad Metro, the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link Project, and 

the introduction of the Intelligence Transport System along with the Eastern 

Peripheral Highway in Delhi. 

 

25.  The two Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction at the entry into force of the 

Agreement between the Government of Japan and the Government of the 

Republic of India for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy. They 

looked forward to a working group to strengthen bilateral cooperation in this 

field and reiterated their shared view that the Agreement reflects a new level of 

mutual confidence and strategic partnership in the cause of clean energy, 

economic development and a peaceful and secure world. 

 

26.  The two Prime Ministers recognised that access to reliable, clean and 
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affordable energy is critical for the economic growth of both countries. In this 

regard, they decided to strengthen bilateral energy cooperation and welcomed the 

Japan-India Energy Partnership Initiative as well as early convening of 9th 

Energy dialogue. They appreciated Japan’s proposal for Japan-India Clean 

Energy and Energy Efficiency Cooperation Plan. They also welcomed the efforts 

to promote renewable energy, including the establishment of the International 

Solar Alliance (ISA), and the progress of New Energy and Industrial Technology 

Development Organization (NEDO)’s demonstration project such as a micro grid 

system using solar power in Neemrana. They looked forward to further 

acceleration of cooperation in areas of energy saving, energy efficiency and 

energy storage as well as manufacturing of eco-friendly vehicles including 

hybrid and electric vehicles.  

  

27.  In this regard, the two Prime Ministers welcomed the opening of the first 

lithium-ion battery factory in India by a joint venture of three Japanese 

companies – Suzuki, Toshiba and Denso as well as a new automotive factory this 

year. They decided to further promote public and private sector collaboration to 

make environmentally friendly and energy efficient technologies accessible and 

affordable to the general public, recognising that such investments facilitate 

India’s National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020 (NEMMP) and Faster 

Adoption of Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles (FAME) vision, and 

underlined the importance of support measures to promote eco-friendly vehicles 

including in terms of “Make in India” and transfer of technology.  

 

28.  The two Prime Ministers also stressed that sustainable ship industry is one 

of the key areas for sustainable growth of India, and reaffirmed their intention to 

achieve an early conclusion of the Hong Kong International Convention for the 

Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009. 

 

29.  The two Prime Ministers recognised the important role of science and 

technology in dealing with both developmental and societal challenges, and 

underlined the importance of enhanced bilateral cooperation in such fields as 

IoT, ICT, marine science, biomedical sciences, genetics, stem cell technology, 

and heavy ion radiotherapy. In this regard, they welcomed the successful holding 

of the 9th Japan-India Joint Committee on Science and Technology Cooperation 

in January 2017 in Delhi. 

 

30.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the progress made in the bilateral IT 

and IoT cooperation through the bilateral Joint Working Group on IT and 

Electronics, in particular by the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between the IoT Acceleration Consortium (ITAC) of Japan and the 

National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) of 

India.  
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31.  The two Prime Ministers directed their respective sides to work closely to 

establish an India Japan Startup Hub, which will serve as a platform for 

promotion of information exchange, business collaboration and investments 

between the vibrant and innovative Startup ecosystems of two countries. 

 

32.  The two Prime Ministers acknowledged that outer space is an 

ever-expanding frontier of human endeavour and welcomed the deepening of 

cooperation between the space agencies of the two countries in the field of earth 

observation, satellite based navigation, space sciences and lunar exploration. 

They welcomed establishment of the ISRO-JAXA Joint Working Group under 

the space cooperation MoU signed in November 2016. They also welcomed 

co-hosting by India and Japan of the 24th Session of the Asia-Pacific Regional 

Space Agency Forum (APRSAF-24) in November 2017 in India. They stressed 

the importance of enhancing comprehensive space cooperation.  

 

33.  The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress in the health 

sector and the joint efforts by their medical experts on medical device 

development. They also noted the opportunities for collaboration between Indian 

and Japanese pharmaceutical companies in light of the target regarding the 

quantitative share of generic medicines in Japan. 

 

34.  The two Prime Ministers shared the importance of strengthening 

cooperation in the fields of agricultural and food related sectors. They welcomed 

Japan’s participation in World Food India 2017 as a partner country. 

 

35.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the efforts to develop cooperation in 

disaster prevention, response, recovery and reconstruction as envisaged in the 

Memorandum of Cooperation on disaster risk reduction between the Cabinet 

Office of the Government of Japan and the Ministry of Home Affairs of the 

Government of India. They underlined the importance of identifying and 

disseminating best practices to “build better” and thus reducing losses arising 

from infrastructure damage during natural disasters, as aimed by the international 

coalition proposed by Prime Minister Modi at the Asia Ministerial Conference on 

Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR)-2016. 

 

36.  The two Prime Ministers recognised the importance of the empowerment of 

women to maximise their national potential, and decided to strengthen 

cooperation in this area, including through conferences such as the World 

Assembly for Women (WAW!). They welcomed the convening of the 

“Indo-Japan Consultation on ‘Women at Work and Changing Social Norms’” in 

Delhi in July 2017. 
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Expanding vistas of People-to-People Cooperation 

 

37.  The two Prime Ministers renewed their commitment to strengthening 

human and cultural ties commensurate with their Special Strategic and Global 

Partnership. In this context, the two Prime Ministers welcomed a series of 

cultural events successfully held through the Year of Japan-India Friendly 

Exchanges in 2017. 

 

38.  The two Prime Ministers recognised the importance of expanding Japanese 

language education in India, for achieving wider and closer industrial 

cooperation. In this regard, they decided to endeavour towards establishing 

Japanese language certificate courses at 100 higher educational institutions in 

India as well as training 1,000 Japanese language teachers, over the next five 

years. 

 

39.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the exchange of notes for the 

construction of a state-of-art Convention Centre in Varanasi as a symbol of 

friendship between Japan and India and expressed their hope for its early 

completion. 

 

40.  The two Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction at the increased interaction 

at all levels of the government, between Members of Parliament, and between 

prefectures and states. They welcomed the strengthening of parliamentary 

exchanges through mutual visits of parliamentarians from both sides.  

 

41.  With a view to achieving greater policy coordination and deepening 

intellectual exchanges between the two countries, the two Prime Ministers 

encouraged interactions among senior officials, strategists and experts in leading 

think tanks and universities on wide-ranging issues in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

42.  Prime Minister Modi welcomed the growing interest in celebrating the 

International Day of Yoga in Japan and, in particular, welcomed the first-ever 

Parliamentary League for Promotion of Yoga set up in the Japanese Diet in April 

2017. 

 

43.  The two Prime Ministers underscored the importance of promoting tourism 

exchange between the two countries and hoped that the opening of the Japan 

National Tourism Organisation (JNTO) office in Delhi in March 2017 and 

further relaxation of visa requirements will facilitate business and tourism links 

between the two countries. 

 

44.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the expansion of civil aviation 
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connectivity between India and Japan, utilising the recently updated open sky 

policies between the two countries. 

 

45.  The two Prime Ministers noted the steady increase in the number of Indian 

students in Japan. They welcomed the SAKURA Science Plan (Japan-Asia 

Youth Exchange Programme in Science) and the Japan East Asia Network of 

Exchange for Students and Youths (JENESYS) which contributed to increase in 

numbers of young Indian students and researchers in science and technology 

visiting Japan and hoped for further strengthening of collaboration in these fields.  

 

46.  Aiming to enhance the positive influence of traditions of non-violence, 

tolerance and democracy in Asia, the two Prime Ministers welcomed the 

SAMVAD II conference held in Yangon, Myanmar, in August 2017 and looked 

forward to the next conference in 2018.  

 

47.  Prime Minister Abe welcomed the support offered by Prime Minister Modi 

for Japan’s efforts towards the successful organisation of the Tokyo 2020 

Olympic and Paralympic Games. The two Prime Ministers noted with 

satisfaction the institutional linkages set up between Japan and India. They also 

acknowledged that the Olympic and Paralympic Games offer a unique 

opportunity for the two countries to further deepen their cooperation. 

 

  

Working with Partners on Regional and Global Challenges 

 

48.  Welcoming the 50th anniversary of the establishment of ASEAN, the two 

Prime Ministers renewed their commitment to strengthening political, economic, 

and security cooperation with ASEAN countries, with a view to supporting the 

ASEAN’s unity and its centrality to regional architecture. They welcomed 

deepening bilateral policy coordination, including the launch of the Japan-India 

Dialogue on ASEAN in March 2017, and determined to work together to shape 

and strengthen the evolving regional architecture through ASEAN-led fora such 

as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting 

Plus, the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum.  

 

49.  The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed that regular convening of the East Asia 

Summit (EAS) Ambassadors Meeting in Jakarta and the establishment of EAS 

Unit within the ASEAN Secretariat have contributed to ensuring that the EAS 

process, as the premier leaders-led forum to discuss broad strategic, security and 

economic issues of common concern, continues to retain its dynamic 

proactiveness in responding to emerging issues of global importance. They 

decided to work in unison to enhance physical and digital connectivity within the 

EAS framework while striving to ensure greater economic benefits to all in an 
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equitable and balanced manner. They also decided to continue to enhance their 

cooperation in the maritime domain bilaterally as well as in multilateral fora. 

 

50.  The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed the importance of freedom of 

navigation, overflight and unimpeded lawful commerce in accordance with 

international laws. They also highlighted the importance of peaceful resolution of 

disputes, including through full respect for legal and diplomatic processes, 

without resorting to the threat or use of force, and in accordance with the 

universally recognised principles of international law, notably the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The two Prime Ministers also 

reiterated their desire and determination to work together to maintain and 

promote peace, stability, and development in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

51.  The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed the importance of securing the 

maritime domain and combating piracy, armed robbery at sea and other 

transnational organised crimes through regional and international mechanisms 

such as the ARF, the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and 

Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia (ReCAAP), the Contact Group on Piracy 

off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) and Shared Awareness and Deconfliction 

(SHADE) Mechanism, and expressed their commitment to pursue regional and 

international cooperation to combat these activities. 

 

52.  The two Prime Ministers welcomed the renewed momentum for trilateral 

cooperation with the US and Australia. They stressed on the strategic importance 

of these cooperative frameworks and shared willingness to expand concrete 

cooperation. They resolved to work with other countries and regional partners to 

ensure a rule-based order in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

 

53.  The two Prime Ministers condemned in the strongest terms North Korea’s 

continued development of its nuclear weapons and ballistic missile programs, 

including the latest nuclear test conducted by North Korea on 3 September as 

well as its uranium enrichment activities. Recognising that North Korea’s 

continued pursuit of nuclear and ballistic missile programmes and its 

proliferation links, including the launch of a ballistic missile flying over Japanese 

territory on 29 August 2017, pose grave and real threat to international peace and 

stability and the international non-proliferation efforts, the two Prime Ministers 

strongly urged North Korea to abandon its nuclear and ballistic missile 

programmes and not to take any further provocative actions, and to fully comply 

with its international obligations under relevant UNSC resolutions including the 

newly and unanimously adopted resolution 2375, and other international 

commitments. They pledged to work together to deal with the current serious 

situation and called on the international community to rigorously and fully 

implement relevant UNSC resolutions to maximise pressure on North Korea. 



 12 

They stressed the importance of holding accountable all parties that have 

supported North Korea’s nuclear and missile programmes. They also urged North 

Korea to address at the earliest the abductions issue.  

 

54.  The two Prime Ministers also condemned in the strongest terms the 

growing menace of terrorism and violent extremism. They shared the view that 

terrorism in all its forms and manifestations is a global scourge that must be 

forcefully combatted through concerted global action in the spirit of “zero 

tolerance”. Accordingly, the two Prime Ministers called upon all UN member 

countries to implement the UNSC Resolution 1267 and other relevant resolutions 

designating terrorist entities. They also called upon all countries to work towards 

rooting out terrorist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks 

and financing channels and halting cross-border movement of terrorists. They 

underlined the need for all countries to ensure that their territory is not used to 

launch terrorist attacks on other countries. They emphasised the need for stronger 

international partnership in countering terrorism and violent extremism, 

including through increased sharing of information and intelligence. They called 

for enhanced bilateral cooperation in this regard. The two Prime Ministers also 

called for Pakistan to bring to justice the perpetrators of terrorist attacks 

including those of the November 2008 terrorist attack in Mumbai and the 2016 

terrorist attack in Pathankot. They looked forward to the convening of the fifth 

Japan-India Consultation on Terrorism and to strengthening cooperation against 

terrorist threats from groups including Al-Qaida, ISIS, Jaish-e-Mohammad, 

Lakshar-e-Tayyiba, and their affiliates. 

 

55.  The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed their shared commitment to expedite 

the reform process of the United Nations, in particular the UN Security Council, 

in order to make it more legitimate, effective and representative, given the 

contemporary realities of the 21st century, and emphasized the importance of 

building upon the recent developments in the Intergovernmental Negotiations 

(IGN) aimed at launching text-based negotiations during the 72nd session of the 

General Assembly. In this regard, they also called for collaboration among 

reform-oriented countries through the “Group of Friends” on UNSC reform. 

They reiterated their support for each other’s candidature, based on the firmly 

shared recognition that India and Japan are legitimate candidates for permanent 

membership in an expanded UNSC. 

 

56.  The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed their shared commitment to the total 

elimination of nuclear weapons. Prime Minister Abe stressed the importance of 

early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

They called for an immediate commencement and early conclusion of 

negotiations on a non-discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and 

effectively verifiable Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) on the basis of 
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Shannon Mandate. They expressed their resolve towards strengthening 

international cooperation to address the challenges of nuclear proliferation and 

nuclear terrorism. 

 

57.  Prime Minister Abe welcomed India's accession to the Missile Technology 

Control Regime (MTCR) and the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic 

Missile Proliferation (HCOC) and its intensified engagement with the export 

control regimes. The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to work 

together for India to become a full member in the remaining three international 

export control regimes: Nuclear Suppliers Group, Wassenaar Arrangement and 

Australia Group, with the aim to strengthen the international non-proliferation 

efforts. 

 

58.  The two Prime Ministers emphasised the need for concerted global action 

to combat climate change reflecting the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national 

circumstances and to preserve the environment for future generations. They 

reiterated their commitment to work together to finalise the work programme for 

implementation of the Paris Agreement adopted under the UN Framework 

Convention for Climate Change by 2018. They also decided to accelerate further 

consultations on the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM). Prime Minister Modi 

welcomed Japan’s cooperation on Clean India, including the Clean Ganga 

project. 

 

59.  The two Prime Ministers underlined the crucial role of the rules-based 

multilateral trading system, and enhancing free, fair, and open trade, for 

achieving sustainable growth and development. They committed to resist 

protectionism including unfair trade practices and underlined the need to remove 

trade-distorting measures. They reaffirmed their commitment to work together to 

implement the Bali and Nairobi Ministerial decisions and make the eleventh 

WTO Ministerial Conference a success. They also decided to steadily implement 

WTO’s Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

 

60.  Recognising India as the largest democracy and a fast growing large 

economy in the Asia-Pacific region, and acknowledging India’s robust 

macro-economic stability and its efforts at financial reforms, Japan reaffirmed its 

support to India’s membership in the APEC. The two Prime Ministers decided to 

work towards liberalisation and facilitation of trade and investment in the 

Asia-Pacific region. They reaffirmed to cooperate towards conclusion of a 

modern, comprehensive, high quality and mutually beneficial Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement, in order to achieve a 

balanced outcome. They reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening 

cooperation and to working with partners to tackle excess capacity in steel. In 
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this regard, they called for the removal of market-distorting subsidies and other 

types of support by governments and related entities. They also reaffirmed their 

commitment to developing concrete policy solutions at the Global Forum on 

Steel Excess Capacity by November 2017. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Prime Minister Abe thanked the Government and the people of India for their 

warm hospitality and extended a cordial invitation to Prime Minister Modi to 

visit Japan at a mutually convenient time for the next annual summit meeting. 

Prime Minister Modi accepted the invitation with appreciation.  
 
 
 
Prime Minister of Japan              Prime Minister of the Republic of India 
 
        
 
 

 

Signed at Gandhinagar, Gujarat on 14 September 2017 


