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TEN COMMANDMENTS
OF PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP



Commandment 1

A Great Leader 
Shalt Be

Conscience-
in-Chief.











Each lawyer's own 
conscience is the 
touchstone against which 
to test the extent to 
which his actions may 
rise above the disciplinary 
standards prescribed by 
these rules.

Paragraph 9, Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct



Commandment 2

A Great Leader 
Shalt Stay 

Above the Fray 
and Build 

Consensus.



E Pluribus Unum



Commandment 2

A Great Leader 
Shalt Stay 

Above the Fray 
and Build 

Consensus.





The Sedition Act of 1798



“Politics is about 
relationships.”

Harold Saunders, 
American Diplomat



As intermediary 
between clients, a 
lawyer seeks to 
reconcile their divergent 
interests as an advisor 
and, to a limited extent, 
as a spokesperson for 
each client.

Paragraph 2, Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct



Commandment 3
A Great 

Leader Shalt
Know and 

Supplement 
His 

Limitations.
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As advocate, a lawyer 
zealously asserts the client's 
position under the rules of 
the adversary system. As 
negotiator, a lawyer seeks a 
result advantageous to the 
client but consistent with 
requirements of honest 
dealing with others.

Paragraph 2, Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct



Commandment 4
A Great 

Leader Shalt 
Persevere 

Over 
Setbacks.









“Where you 
stumble, 
there your treasures 
lie.” 

Joseph Campbell,
American mythologist
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A lawyer should feel a 
moral or professional 
obligation to pursue a 
matter on behalf of a client 
with reasonable diligence 
and promptness despite 
opposition, obstruction or 
personal inconvenience to 
the lawyer.

Comment 6, Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct



Commandment 5
A Great 

Leader Shalt 
Play 

Hardball 
When 

Necessary.





In all professional 

functions, a lawyer should 

zealously pursue clients' 

interests within the 

bounds of the law.
Paragraph 3, Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct



Commandment 6

A Great 
Leader Shalt 
Remain Calm 

in a Crisis.





Ill feelings between clients 
shall not influence a 
lawyer's conduct, attitude, 
or demeanor toward 
opposing counsel. A lawyer 
shall not engage in 
unprofessional conduct in 
retaliation against other 
unprofessional conduct. 

Section III, Texas Lawyers Creed



Commandment 7
A Great Leader 

Shalt Be 
Mindful of 

Good Timing 
When Pursuing 

Initiatives.



“Warriors/great leaders 
recognize the cubic centimeter 
of chance that can make or 
break them.  When it pops up, 
they move on it with the 
necessary speed and prowess 
to capitalize on the 
opportunity.”

Carlos Castaneda,
Philosopher and Anthropologist



Commandment 7
A Great Leader 

Shalt Be 
Mindful of 

Good Timing 
When Pursuing 

Initiatives.
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President Johnson signs Civil Rights Act- July 2, 1964





MLK ASSASSINATION – APRIL 4, 1968



I will endeavor to achieve 
my client's lawful 
objectives in legal 
transactions and in 
litigation as quickly and 
economically as possible. 

Section II, Paragraph 2, Texas Lawyers Creed



Commandment 8
A Great Leader 
Shalt be a Great 
Communicator 

and Follow 
Through on What 

One Says.







“Mr. Gorbachev - -
Tear down this wall!”



I am passionately proud 
of my profession. 
Therefore, "My word is 
my bond." 

Section I, Paragraph 1, Texas Lawyers Creed



Commandment 9
A Great Leader 
Shalt Put the 

Nation’s Welfare 
Above One’s Own 

Interest.











“Read My Lips. No New Taxes”
1988 Republican National Convention



A lawyer shall not be 
deterred by any real or 
imagined fear of judicial 
disfavor or public 
unpopularity, nor be 
influenced by mere self-
interest. 

Section II, Texas Lawyers Creed



Commandment 10
A Great Leader 

Shalt Stay 
Abreast of Public

Sentiment and 
Find Ways 

to Shape It.







Emancipation Proclamation –
September 22, 1862



I will be loyal and 
committed to my client's 
lawful objectives, but I will 
not permit that loyalty and 
commitment to interfere 
with my duty to provide 
objective and independent 
advice. 

Section II, Paragraph 3, Texas Lawyers Creed
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