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Regional Accrediting Agencies accepted by the Delaware Department of Education 
 
All transcripts submitted for educator credentials or professional growth salary increments 
must be from regionally accredited institutions.  Below is a list of regional accrediting 
organizations accepted by the Delaware Department of Education. 

Middle States Commission on Higher Education 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and preaccreditation ("Candidacy status") of institutions of higher education in Delaware, the 
District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, including distance 
education programs offered at those institutions.  

Elizabeth H. Sibolski, President 
3624 Market Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104  
Tel. (267) 284-5000, Fax (215) 662-5950  
E-mail address: info@msche.org  
Web address: www.msche.org 

New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and pre-accreditation ("Candidacy status") of institutions of higher education in Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont that award associate's, bachelor's, master's, and/or doctoral 
degrees, including the accreditation of programs offered via distance education within these institutions. This recognition extends to 
the Board of Trustees of the Association jointly with the Commission for decisions involving pre-accreditation, initial accreditation, 
and adverse actions. 

Barbara E. Brittingham, Director  
209 Burlington Road  
Bedford, Massachusetts 01730-1433  
Tel. (781) 271-0022, Fax (781) 271-0950  
E-mail address:bbrittingham@neasc.org  
Web address: www.neasc.org 

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, The Higher Learning Commission 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and pre-accreditation ("Candidate for Accreditation") of degree-granting institutions of higher 
education in Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, including tribal institutions, and the 
accreditation of programs offered via distance education within these institutions. This recognition extends to the Institutional Actions 
Committee jointly with the Board of Trustees of the Commission for decisions on cases for continued accreditation or reaffirmation 
and continued candidacy. This recognition also extends to the Review Committee of the Accreditation Review Council, jointly with 
the Board of Trustees of the Commission, for decisions on cases for continued accreditation or candidacy and for initial candidacy or 
initial accreditation when there is a consensus decision by the Review Committee. 

Sylvia Manning, President 
230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500  
Chicago, Illinois 60604-1413  
Tel. (312) 263-0456 or (800) 621-7440, Fax (312) 263-7462  
E-mail address: smanning@hlcommission.org 
Web address: www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org  

Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities  
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and pre-accreditation ("Candidacy status") of postsecondary degree-granting educational 
institutions in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington, including the accreditation of programs offered via 
distance education within these institutions. 

NOTE:  The Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) is no longer recognized by CHEA.  The commission allowed its CHEA 
recognition to expire as of December 31, 2011.  However, it is recognized by the US DOE and remains as the regional accrediting organization 
for the northwest region. 
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Sandra E. Elman, President 
8060 165th Avenue, NE, Suite 100 
Redmond, Washington 98052 
Tel. (425) 558-4224, Fax (425) 376-0596 
E-mail address: selman@nwccu.org  
Web address: www.nwccu.org 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and preaccreditation ("Candidate for Accreditation") of degree-granting institutions of higher 
education in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and 
Virginia, including distance education programs offered at those institutions. 

Belle S. Wheelan, President 
1866 Southern Lane  
Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097  
Tel. (404) 679-4512, Fax (404) 679-4528  
E-mail address: bwheelan@sacscoc.org 
Web address: www.sacscoc.org 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and pre-accreditation ("Candidate for Accreditation") of two-year, associate degree-granting 
institutions located in California, Hawaii, the United States territories of Guam and American Samoa, the Republic of Palau, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
including the accreditation of such programs offered via distance education at these colleges. 

Barbara A. Beno, President 
10 Commercial Boulevard, Suite 204 
Novato, California 94949 
Tel. (415) 506-0234, Fax (415) 506-0238 
E-mail address: accjc@accjc.org 
Web address: www.wascweb.org  

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and 
Universities 
Scope of recognition: the accreditation and preaccreditation ("Candidate for Accreditation") of senior colleges and universities in 
California, Hawaii, the United States territories of Guam and American Samoa, the Republic of Palau, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, including distance 
education programs offered at those institutions.  

Ralph Wolff 
President and Executive Director  
985 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 100  
Alameda, California 94501  
Tel. (510) 748-9001, Fax (510) 748-9797  
E-mail address: wascsr@wascsenior.org 
Web address: www.wascweb.org 


