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by Andrew Ashton

THE region has a record high number of 
new Covid cases today as Hauora Tairāwhiti 
district health board looks to expand its 
isolation facilities.

There are 442 new cases today, with one 
person in hospital. 

“This is the highest daily case total we’ve 
had so far, which shows Omicron is still 
circulating freely in the community,” a 
Hauora Tairāwhiti spokesman said.

The region’s supported isolation 
quarantine (SIQ) facilities, which cater for 
those unable to isolate at home, will be 
increased.

The facilities at present include five flats, 
plus two dorms on site at Hauora Tairāwhiti, 

six campervans, six units at Te Kuri a Tuatai 
Marae and six units in Hicks Bay.

They provide about 80 beds and are 
running at 75 percent occupancy.

Hauora Tairāwhiti is looking to increase 
numbers by another 16 campervans.

There are 3327 active cases in the 
community and 887 people have recovered.

“Since we’re not yet at the peak, getting 
your booster is the best way to protect 
yourself and our community from Omicron,” 
the spokesman said.

“One in three people who can now get 
their booster haven’t got it yet. If it’s been 
three months since your second dose, please 
get your booster (go to bit.ly/3o38iZP to 
find out where you can get vaccinated).

“Tomorrow our teams are at Ilminster 

Intermediate from 3.30 to 6pm for a kids 
vaccination drive-through, then at Elgin 
School at the same time on Thursday. Heaps 
of amazing prizes are up for grabs.

“There are heaps of chances to get 
vaccinated on the Coast this week too, with 

vax fest events in Matakaoa today, Ruatoria 
tomorrow and Tokomaru on Thursday. 

“There is a fantastic event this Saturday in 
Ruatoria called Whitiki Ngāti Porou Planes, 
a whānau vax event with flights, heaps of 
prizes and kai on offer.”

Cases reach new high

WILLIAM HURT: 
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HOUSE PRICE MEDIAN $715K
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Gisborne-connected Auckland band Dick Move will be one of two support bands 
for Dave Grohl (below) and his Rock & Roll Hall of Fame band the Foo Fighters at 
concerts in Wellington and Auckland in December. Punk band Dick Move features 
three Gisborne musicians ̶ Lucy Suttor, Justin Rendell and Luke Boyes. Below left 
(from left) are band members Suttor, Harriett Ellis, Rendell, Lucy Macrae and Boyes. 
STORY ON PAGE 3  Dick Move picture by Mason Fairey; Grohl pic by NZ Herald

TURANGA Heath will be providing rapid 
antigen test kits to rural communities this week.

“Turanga Health is going to do a “Rapid 
Around the Rural Areas” delivery of Covid RAT 
kits tomorrow and Thursday,” Turanga Health 
chief executive Reweti Ropiha said.

The Ministry of Health has made available 
several thousand test kits and these need to be 
in our rural areas rather than sitting in boxes in 
Gisborne.

“We are going to provide these to farming 
communities tomorrow and Thursday so people 
don’t have to make a trip to town.”

Pickups are at Muriwai Marae, Wednesday, 
5.30 to 6.30pm; Matawai School, Thursday, 
5.30pm to 6.30pm; Waihirere Marae, Thursday, 
5.30pm to 6.30pm.

■  See the advertisement on page 9 in today’s 
Gisborne Herald for further details.
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CENTRAL School’s Rangi (senior 
syndicate) triathlon was held at 
Nelson Park on Friday.

The students took part as 
individuals or in teams over a 
course comprising an 800-metre 
run, 100m swim at the nearby 
Enterprise Aquatic centre and 1km 
cycle.

“It was a great day. The children 
challenged themselves and had 
fun,” organiser and teacher Cambell 
McNaught said.

“Even though the inter-school 
event has been cancelled for the 
year, we thought it was important 
for us to run the event if we could. 

“Unfortunately, this meant we 
could not  invite parents down to 
spectate. However, we did our best 
to livestream each race.”

Team events were participation 
only.

Individual results — Year 5 girls: 
Sophie Phelps, 1 Isabelle McGhee 2, 
Merike La Grange (Y4 student) 3.

Y5 boys:  Tyler Sheldrake 1, 
Blake Pearse 2, Matthew Knudsen 
3.

Y6 girls: Sophia Castles 1, 
Charlotte Willoughby 2, Elke 
Higgins 3.

Y6 boys: Henry Wallingford 1, 
Gus Kinsella 2, Tobias Smith 3.

LESSGO: Central School triathlon participants (from left) Gus Kinsella, Andre Blom, 
Matthew Callaghan, Tobias Smith and Kyah Mullany at the start of their year 
group race at Nelson Park.  Pictures by Rebecca Grunwell

Elke Higgins on the cycle leg.

Off and running...swimming and cycling

Charlotte Willoughby pulls off her cap after 
completing the swim leg.
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LOOKING AHEAD

THE GUIDE THURSDAYTOMORROW

FOCUS ON THE LAND

• Prices and comment from the monthly 

cattle fair held at Matawhero today  — 
around 900 head on offer.  

• Motu farmers Mark and Jane Johnson 
from Alcuin Station are in the 2022 
Ballance Farm Environment Awards. 

• The weekly AgriHQ report updates the 
strong export prices for lamb, and beef 
exports in February very similar to the 
past four years

Cody McMurray on the run leg.
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As pArt of joint agency efforts to 
kerb the worsening housing crisis, 
Gisborne District Council is inviting 
the public to information and feedback 
sessions on its new growth strategy.

the council’s urban growth and 
development workstream lead, shane 
McGhie, says the Future Development 
strategy (FDs) is one of the tools 
to solve the demand for housing in 
Tairāwhiti.

“Almost half of the region’s 
population doesn’t earn enough money 
to buy or rent a house and this will get 
worse unless something is done about 
it,” he said. 

“the FDs will outline where building 
can occur to enable planning projected 
housing and business growth in 
Tairāwhiti.”

the council is seeking input from the 
community at the start of this process, 
and last week launched a website where 
people can nominate a potential growth 
area. the website can be accessed at 
bit.ly/35qA9Nv 

“the purpose of these sessions is to 
introduce the FDs project and show why 
it’s important, outline the methodology 
and seek input on potential growth 
sites,”  Mr McGhie said.

“the council is asking the community 

to help verify their research on growth 
areas. these are areas where it might be 
suitable to build new houses over the 
next 30 years.”

“We’ve got a pretty good idea about 
suitable locations for growth but we 
know we may have missed areas, and 
we’d love input from stakeholders 
and community members. By working 
together, we can jointly develop a great 
plan for what Tairāwhiti looks like over 
the next 30 years.”

Webinar sessions will be held via 
Zoom. the sessions will be 30 minutes 
long and include a brief presentation, 
followed by a Q&A session with 

technical experts.
thirty-minute webinars will be held at 

midday and 7pm on Monday, March 28, 
and at 12 noon on tuesday, March 29, 
and Wednesday, March 30.

Join one of these sessions and find 
out more on the GDC webpage, or email 
the team at trmp@gdc.govt.nz with any 
questions.

Growth site nominations will be open 
throughout March with a full public 
consultation on a draft strategy due in 
september.

the council expects the strategy will 
be operational before the end of the 
year.

Public input wanted on GDC growth strategy

‘ Almost half 
of the region’s 
population doesn’t 
earn enough 
money to buy or 
rent a house and 
this will get worse 
unless something 
is done about it ’  —Shane McGhie, 

GDC

GIZZY GRINDER: Young surf lifesaving athletes from across the eastern region converged on Gisborne 
at the weekend for a series of events to make up slightly for the national championships being cancelled. One 
event was the inaugural Gizzy Grinder — a run, swim, board and ski long-distance event modelled on Australia’s 
iconic Coolangatta Gold or the annual Mount Monster at Mount Maunganui, that included a jump off the railway 
bridge. StOrY On bACk pAGe     Picture by Keepa Digital 

by Andrew Ashton

THE median house price in the district is 
up $120,000 in just a year to a record high 
as realtors say lower-end buyers have given 
up on getting a home.

Data from the Real Estate Institute 
(REINZ) shows Gisborne’s median price 
is now $715,000, eclipsing the region’s 
previous record of $695,000 set in 
December 2021.

There were 46 sales last month, down 
from 64 in February last year.

“Unlike most other regions across the 
country, Gisborne saw a slight decrease 
in inventory levels in February,” REINZ 
regional director Neville Falconer said.

“There’s been a steady increase in out-of-
town buyers as Gisborne becomes more of 
an attractive option to families and those 
looking for a lifestyle change.

“Auction rooms have been quieter than 

usual due to banks making it difficult for 
bidders to be ready in time.

“Changes to the CCCFA (Credit 
Contracts and Consumer Finance Act) have 
significantly impacted buyers in the lower 
to mid-price range, with some leaving the 
market altogether.”

The rise of a fractured market can be seen 
clearly in further data supplied by REINZ.

Last month, 41.3 percent of all sales were 
for property priced between $500,000 and 
$749,999 and 21.7 percent were for $1m or 
more.

Just 10 percent of February sales were 
priced between $350,000 and $499,999 — a 
stark difference fro 56.4 percent in February 
2020 and 23.4 percent in February last year.

Property Brokers Gisborne branch 
manager Stefan McNeely said banking and 
finance restrictions meant sales at the lower 
end of the market were drying up.

“We’re finding on that lower end, days on 

market are taking longer for buyers to get 
their financial details together.”

On the other hand, the middle and 
higher parts of the market were still rising.

“While there are less buyers out there, 
people are still able to get the cash so they 
can buy.

“It’s still a good time to sell because we 
know what’s in front of us. People shouldn’t 
be holding off thinking there will be a 
miraculous turnaround. 

“Yes we have a record median price right 
now and that’s in that market where people 
are still getting their hands on that money. 
So, they probably shouldn’t wait, they 
should keep coming.”

Bayleys Gisborne director Simon 
Bousfield said it had been another big 
month for high-end sales.

“There were 10 sales over $1m in the 
month, notably the top two in Wainui being 
over two million. Both sold pre-auction in 

our auction room. 
“This illustrates the value strength in the 

market is still very evident and for the right 
property a desire to secure early. 

“Some properties are being given slightly 
longer marketing campaigns to sell, allowing 
for tightening lending restrictions to be 
worked through to enable buyers better 
opportunity to purchase. 

“At 54 percent, Gisborne continues to 
hold the highest property-sold-by-auction 
stats across the country — competition in 
auction rooms evidently driving increased 
record median results.”

Median prices for residential property 
across New Zealand increased 13.5% 
annually, from $780,000 in February 2021 
to $885,000 in February 2022.

Across New Zealand, the number of 
residential property sales decreased  
32.8 percent in February 2022 — from 
8324 in February 2021 to 5597.

RECORD HIGH MEDIAN
House sales drying up at lower end of market

FROM PAGE 1 
by Jack Marshall

pUNK rock singer 
lucy suttor is used to 
screaming about terrible 
landlords and political 
inaction to a hundred 
people.  

But come December 
her band, Dick Move, will 
be thrashing in front of 
50,000 as a support group 
for rock & roll Hall of 
Fame inductees the Foo 
Fighters.

“I don’t want to stand 
there and look at the 
crowd so much. I might 
s..t myself,” said suttor, 
who became the band’s 
frontwoman after leaving 
Gisborne.

Foo Fighters have 
locked in Amyl & the 
sniffers and Dick Move 
to open for them at 
Wellington’s sky stadium 
on December 15 and 
Auckland’s Western 
springs on December 17.

At first, suttor thought it 
was a joke.

By day, she shares her 

skills in swedish relaxation 
and deep tissue massage 
at her studio, Nice touch 
Massage, in saint Kevins 
Arcade off Karangahape 
road.

By night, a short walk  
away, is a nondescript 
door and behind that is the 
basement of the Whammy! 
Bar — one of Auckland’s 
last bastions of live music 
and where Dick Move 
came into creation.

In suttor’s own words, 
Dick Moves is a five-piece, 
socialist, party punk band 
who hit hard and fast. 

the band’s songs 
generally manage to 
stretch the whole of one 
minute and 20 seconds.

“Blink and you’ll miss 
them,” said lucy.

tickets for the 
December 15 and 17 
shows are on sale at 
frontiertouring.com/
foofighters.

Check out the Guide 
in thursday’s Gisborne 
Herald for an extended 
article with lucy suttor of 
Dick Move.

From K Road 
bar to opening 
for the Foos
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by Matai O’Connor  
Kaupapa Māori reporter

Māori health providers, social 
services and rūnanga are working 
overtime to increase vaccinations, 
support whānau in isolation and 
get rapid antigen tests to those 
who need them as the omicron 
outbreak continues.

Tairāwhiti has one of the lowest 
vaccination rates for Māori in New 
Zealand and one of the highest 
percentages of Māori with Covid. 

According to Hauora Tairāwhiti 
district health board, 60 percent of 
all cases in Tairāwhiti are Māori, 
while 87.1 percent of all eligible 
Māori have had their second dose 
of the Covid-19 vaccine and 63.1 
percent have had their booster shot.

Turanga Health and Ngāti Porou 
Hauora (NPH) are the two Māori 
health providers in the region. 

NPH is based out of Te Puia 
Hot Springs Hospital while 
Turanga Health is in Gisborne. 
Both have received funding from 
the Māori Communities  
Covid-19 Fund and work with 
Hauora Tairāwhiti. 

NPH chief executive rose 
Kahaki says the mahi changes 
every day and that a close and 
strong connection with East 
Coast communities is one of their 
strengths.

 “Whānau who are Covid 
positive are connecting with 
community leads to get additional 
kai and support. Many whānau are 
well organised and prepared (to 
isolate).” 

Phase 3 of the omicron response 
means Covid positive patients are 
required to self-manage. 

“if they are concerned or their 
level of wellness deteriorates, they 
should not hesitate to contact our 
health centres or Te Puia Springs 
Hospital,” Ms Kahaki says.

NPH clinics operate around the 
Coast. 

it offers vaccinations throughout 
the East Coast through static and 
mobile clinics. 

Ms Kahaki says they are 
reasonably well resourced at the 
moment but being on the Coast, 

they always need more.
“We have fallen into the 

compartment of always needing 
more stuff and like other areas of 
rural New Zealand, it has been 
hard to recruit to the countryside. 

“However, we have had a lot of 
support from Hauora Tairāwhiti 
and the Public Health Unit.

“This is a time when we really 
need to rely on each other and 
support each other where staffing 
requirements are needed.”

Ms Kahaki says they have 
managed to retain staff but 
continued to struggle to recruit 
permanent doctors. 

“We are mainly utilising locums 
so the cost is quite high. We have 
to go day by day, really. i think we 
are holding up. it’s good no one 
has had to leave . . . because of how 
tired they are.”

Turanga Health chief executive 
reweti ropiha says these are 
trying times as the Covid landscape 
continues to evolve.  

“it’s important to keep 
communication going between 
everyone to make sure we know 
what is changing.” 

Mr ropiha says the omicron 
outbreak is like a pressure valve 
but fortunately Turanga Health 
kaimahi have stayed with the 
organisation and this commitment 
is appreciated. 

“We do a lot of things around 
welbeing. We are quite conscious 
about how we keep ourselves in 
that wellbeing space. We make sure 
we celebrate things as a team and 
show gratitude towards the efforts 
kaimahi make — some working 
seven days a week.”

Turanga Health is focusing on 
three key fronts, he says. 

“Sustaining and maintaining the 
vaccination approach, focusing on 
booster and tamariki vaccinations. 

“Swabbing spaces — making sure 

that rATs (rapid antigen tests) are 
available. 

“And SiQ, (support in isolation/
quarantine). We brought the cabins 
at Te Kuri a Tuatai Marae to 
help those who need appropriate 
support to isolate.”

Turanga Health last week ran 
vaccination drive-throughs at 
Waikirikiri Park. 

“it’s about taking the settings 
to where the people are and 
creating experiences, not just the 
vaccination. With us as providers, 
we have to be agile to deliver that.”

Mr ropiha hopes the outbreak 
will peak by the end of March or 
start of April. 

“Four to six weeks ago it was one 
positive case, then we got forecasts 
of 100 to 120, and now we are in 
the midst of it, we are seeing 360 
a day. 

“if it’s going to peak it might hit 
400 or 500 a day, but it’s a bit of a 
crystal ball situation.” 

He encourages whānau to remain 
committed. 

“i know the agencies and other 
providers will put up what they 
can to help but without whānau 
remaining resolute in a space of 
chaos, because it is chaos, then we 
need whānau to stick together. 

“We need whānau to share 
experiences, we need whānau to put 
their hands up. Without whānau 
doing this, agencies and providers 
can only do so much.”

Te rūnanga o Turanganui a 
Kiwa (TroTAK) is supporting 
whānau isolating with Covid across 
the region.

“TroTAK has partnered 
with (charitable organisation) 
Supergrans to gain access through 
the food network to support all 
people who request manaaki 
support,” said Athena Emmerson-
Kapa of TroTAK.

“TroTAK has been able to 
establish a warehouse to gather kai 
to support whānau from ruatoria, 
Matawai, Wharerata, rere and in 
between. 

“The main requests are for kai, 
where to get rATs from and “i’ve 
had Covid but my tamaiti (child) 
has just tested positive, how do i 

register’?,” she said.
Te riu o Waiapu Trust 

(TroW) on the East Coast is also 
helping support whānau isolating 
with Covid. 

TroW communications 
manager Cushla Tangaere-Manuel 
says their Covid outreach team 
were known as “ninjas”. 

“Since the first outbreak, they 
have dedicated time to attending 
traning sesssions to ensure they 
provide our whānau with the 
best care within recommended 
guidelines. 

“Each takes care of a portion 
of our area and has been helping 
whānau prepare plans in recent 
months. Now omicron is present 
in Te riu o Waiapu, whānau are 
engaging their plans.

“The TroW outreach ‘ninjas’ 
conduct tests and deliver immunity 

packs (provided by Ngāti Porou 
Hauora) and day three and 10 tests.  

“They also keep in constant 
contact with isolating whānau, 
ensuring their essential needs 
are met and they have adequate 
support. 

“We’d like to acknowledge Tania 
rauna and Kevin Pewhairangi, who 
travelled to rangitukia to deliver 
training in association with Toitu 
Tairāwhiti,” she said.

Their ‘ninjas’ are constantly 
monitoring and all are in good 
health. 

“We have a daily case update 
so whānau are fully aware of our 
status, and some whānau are freely 
sharing their own stories on their 
personal platforms.  

“We remain mindful we are a 
whānau kōtahi and the aroha being 
shown across the board is tangible.”

‘Aroha is tangible’

SUPPORT: TROTAK kaimahi are making sure those in isolation have what they need. From left, Athena Emmerson-Kapa, Sativa Walters, Kim Torrez and 
Ahorangi Chambers.  Picture supplied.

MAHI HARD: Turanga Health kaimahi at one of the vaccination 
events. From left, Api Tehau, Adam Tapsell, Hinehou Smiler and 
Pauline Gilroy.  Picture supplied

FIREFIGHTERS were 
called to the Corson 
Grain maize plant in 
Cochrane Street in Elgin 
at midday yesterday after 
a cooling fan overheated 
and started to set fire to 
the wall behind it.

“A worker spotted the 
fire and used a bucket 
of water to douse it,” a 
senior firefighter said.

Corson Grain fire 

Maori health 
providers doing the 
mahi across rohe

CLARKE, Reece
Alister. — Passed away
peacefully, on the 14th
March 2022, in his 80th
year, at Te Wiremu
Rest Home. Dearly
loved husband of
Jackie, and adored
father and grandfather
of Vicki and Danielle
Temm (Brisbane).
   As per family wishes,
a private cremation has
been held.
Stonehaven – Proudly
making a difference

FAMILY NOTICES

Deaths
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by Avneesh Vincent

Communities across 
Aotearoa new Zealand got 
involved in activites last week to 
raise awareness of the importance 
of the ocean and marine life. 

seaweek, now in its 30th year, 
aims to reconnect Kiwis with the 
ocean and draw attention to an 
ecosystem that makes up about 
93 percent of new Zealand’s 
territory and covers 71 percent of 
the planet.

“seaweek is an annual 
opportunity to promote ways 
to learn about and experience 
the marine environment, and 
better appreciate the connections 
between land, sea and wellbeing,” 
Department of Conservation 
marine communications adviser 
Casey spearin said. 

Conservation events are often 
dominated by terrestrial issues 
such as deforestation and predator 
control. 

“in Aotearoa, the ocean is 
vital to our way of life so it is 
important to have an event like 
this which focuses on the ocean,” 
she said.

one of the DoC’s goals was 
to increase the understanding of 
marine species, foster connections 
between the ocean and wellbeing 
and motivate people to engage in 
environmental volunteering such 
as beach clean-ups.

Last Friday, the tairāwhiti 
environment Centre (teC) 
conducted a beach clean-up at 
Waikanae Beach as part of a 
sustainable Coastline programme. 

sustainable Coastlines, 

a charitable trust, operates 
nationwide to connect people with 
nature. 

teC hub support coordinator 
stephanie temple said the centre, 
along with eight volunteers, picked 
up rubbish along the coastline. 

“Plastic is present in our oceans 
and it is affecting our aquatic life 
so it is important that we do our 
part of disposing of it before it 
becomes a hazard,” she said.

According to Greenpeace 
reports, researchers have found 
plastic in the stomachs of 44 
percent of all seabird species, 22 
percent of cetacean species, and in 
all sea turtle species.

Volunteer Amy Hardy said aside 
from picking up plastic bottle 
caps, she found a lot of broken-
down plastics — micro plastics.

ms Hardy, who is also 
the regional coordinator for 

experiencing marine Reserves 
(emR) in Gisborne, said it was 
important to spread awareness of 
the micro-plastic problem.

“Just being able to get the 
community involved and make 
a connection with Amy and the 
wider public is important for 
informing change,” ms temple 
said. 

east Coast mP and minister 
of Conservation Kiri Allan was 

among the volunteers.
“in weeks like this it is crucial 

to celebrate or commemorate the 
role that the sea plays in our life as 
island dwellers and it does come 
with a big responsibility. may we 
strive and continue to embody a 
culture of care for our coastlines.”

ms spearin said many rangers 
in our district had organised 
community events for seaweek, 
from evening talks with ocean 
experts to needle felting 3D ocean 
creatures.

“unfortunately, due to Covid, 
the Gisborne office decided not to 
host any events this year. 

“typically, one thing that the 
local office does is support emR’s 
community snorkel day,” she said.

DoC east Coast community 
ranger trudi ngawhare said 
that since life on earth was 
dependent on healthy ecosystems, 
in the ocean and on land, DoC’s 
objective was always to inspire the 
community to get out and enjoy 
the taiao (environment).

“if you love it, you will look 
after it.

“For us ‘Coasties’, our moana 
is a huge part of our everyday life 
and living. seaweek is a great time 
to reflect on what an awesome 
taonga we have.

“Celebrate by being beside it, 
being on it, being in it,” she said.

there are also plenty of 
seaweek opportunities to 
participate in online. 

there are cool activities for the 
kids and some great webinars with 
leading experts in marine science. 

Head to https://www.seaweek.
org.nz/whats-on

Caring for our coastlines

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Tairāwhiti Environment Centre organised a beach clean-up to coincide with 
Seaweek, an annual celebration focused on our relationship with the ocean. From left, Amy Hardy, Jessica 
Wright, Henarata Kohere-Pishief, Kiri Allan, Stephanie Temple, Victoria Williams, Matthew Marion and 
Amanda Roe.  Picture by Liam Clayton

by Avneesh Vincent

ReRe school students got 
their hands dirty last week 
in an effort to enhance their 
learning and give back to the 
environment.

Last thursday, the students, 
with the help of kaitiaki, 
collected eight species of seeds, 
including tawa, māhoe and 
kōwhai, from Pouriwai station.

school principal David milne 
said after the Wharekōpae water 
testing activity last year, the 
school was keen to incorporate 
more outdoor activities in their 
curriculum.

By using local resources and 
help from the community, 
the school was taking a more 
proactive approach.

“it is a good opportunity for 
the children to learn to give back 
to the environment and know 
what they can achieve when they 
work together,” he said.

Kaitiaki and Women’s native 
tree Project trust nursery 
manager Kauri Forno was on 
hand to teach the students about 
eco-sourcing.

eco-sourcing is collecting 
seeds close to where they will 
be planted. it is an important 
part of any restoration project 
and ensures the plants are suited 
to the conditions and are more 
likely to survive. 

By using eco-sourced native 
plants, it is easier to maintain 
the areas unique characteristics. 

eco-sourcing minimises the 
risk of planting species that are 
not native to the area and could 
become invasive.

“it is good to have the children 
collect the seeds, train them to 
have ‘seed eyes on’ and teach 
them about when it is ripe to 
collect them from the trees,” ms 
Forno said.

seed collection was important 

as tairāwhiti had lost a lot of its 
forest cover, she said. since the 
region geologically has younger 
soil and rocks, it is crucial to have 
more forest cover to protect areas 
from slipping and contaminating 
waterways.

“We need to start getting 
native trees back, so my role is to 
find seeds from different areas 
and encourage communities to 

grow the seeds, look after the 
trees and ultimately plant more 
natives.”

mr milne said the location 
was the ideal place to give back 
because the land that Rere 
school currently sits on was 
donated by the Kemps, who 
were the original owners of the 
21 hectare station, about four 
generations ago.

“the history resonates quite 
deeply here,” he said.

station owner Jeremy Kemp 
said he was happy to have the 
school come in for the collection 
as it was always nice to have 
more native bush.

the Gisborne District Council 
said the revegetation programme 
was part of a wider project, but is 
yet to provide further response.

Seed collecting gets the thumbs up from tamariki

WORKING TOGETHER: Students from Rere School took part in a seed collecting activity 
at Pouriwai Station. Back from left, Kauri Forno (Women’s Native Tree Project Trust), 
Hamish Cook, Manahi Maddock, Jack Candy, Robbie Worsnop and Kairo Taurima. Front, 
Enrique Perez (GDC land management officer), Ava Ellis, David Milne (Rere School 
principal), George Candy, Georgina Kemp with Beetham and dog Frankie, Mila Maddock, 
Ava Gannaway and Sophie Ovenden (GDC Wharekōpae project manager).  
� Pictures by Liam Clayton 

HANDS-ON WORK: Manahi Maddock and 
George Candy show off the seeds they found.

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 15, 2022 ENVIRONMENT  5



WELLINGTON — Cabinet 
will this week consider “changes” 
to Covid-19 vaccine passes and 
mandates, according to Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern. 

“Over the course of this 
week and next, Cabinet will be 
considering the changes we’ve 
been discussing on mandates, 
vaccine passes, and the Covid 
Protection Framework,” Ardern 
said at her post-Cabinet press 
conference. 

“We’ll look to make 
announcements on these 
decisions next week.”

The Government has been 
under pressure to justify 
mandatory vaccination for 
sectors of the workforce now 
that more than 95 percent of 
the eligible population is fully 
vaccinated with two doses. 

Vaccination is mandatory 
for workers across health, 
education, Corrections, Fire and 
Emergency, the border and close 
contact businesses that operate 
vaccine certificates under the 
Covid Protection Framework, or 
traffic light system. 

Vaccine mandates have been 
highly contentious, prompting 
a three-week protest at 
Parliament that ended in a 
violent standoff with police and 
more than 120 arrests. 

Newshub revealed last month 
that more than 2600 workers 
had been stood down across the 
Government’s sectors mandated 
to be vaccinated. Since then, the 
mandate for police and Defence 

Force has been quashed by the 
High Court.

Ardern has already signalled 
the Government’s intention 
to roll back the mandates and 
passports after the Omicron 
variant has peaked in the 
community. 

“At that point, if we follow 
the pattern of other countries, 
we’ll likely see a rapid decline, 
followed by cases stabilising at 

a lower level. That is the point 
when we can start to do things 
differently,” she said last month. 

“Vaccine passes were a way 
of ensuring that within the 
relatively free system of the 
traffic lights, that people who 
were in high-risk places had 
some layer of protection.

“But once we come through a 
wave and peak of Omicron, that 
equation changes because many 

unvaccinated people will at that 
point have been exposed to the 
virus.”

While some experts warn it’s 
too soon to celebrate, the number 
of daily Covid-19 cases has been 
reducing. The Ministry of Health 
reported 15,540 on Monday and 
14,494 on Sunday compared to 
more than 20,000 on most days 
earlier last week. 

Director-General of Health 
Dr Ashley Bloomfield has 
highlighted the importance of 
vaccination. 

Citing research from 
January, Dr Bloomfield said 
last month: “Compared with 
being unvaccinated, the odds 
of contracting Omicron after 
receiving  
three doses dropped by 67 
percent —  
two-thirds, and for Delta the 
risk declined by a stunning 93 
percent.”

But National’s Covid-19 
spokesperson Chris Bishop 
has been questioning the need 
for mandates now that the 
population is highly vaccinated. 

In Parliament last week 
he suggested that “the utility 
of vaccine mandates are 
considerably diminished, given 
more than 95 percent of the 
eligible New Zealand population 
has now had two doses of the 
vaccine, and the impact of 
vaccination on transmission 
under Omicron is nowhere near 
what it was under Delta”. 

His comments came amid 

reports that unvaccinated 
Ministry of Social Development 
staff had been called to meetings 
to discuss their future. Oranga 
Tamariki let go 19 frontline 
staff who were covered by the 
mandate required for health and 
education workers.

Covid-19 Response 
Minister Chris Hipkins said 
in Parliament the use of 
vaccination requirements 
for certain workforces was 
something the Government kept 
under review.

“It is possible that some 
workforces will find those 
requirements removed before 
others and will do that based 
on public health advice and 
based on a proportionate risk 
assessment as we make those 
decisions,” he said last week. 

“Many of the workforces 
covered by the vaccination 
requirements — so for people to 
continue to do those jobs they 
needed to be vaccinated — are in 
the public sector. The first course 
of action for those workforces 
was to find opportunities for 
redeployment.

“Where redeployment was 
not available, then people have 
been worked with to see whether 
there are other options available 
to them. 

“Termination of their 
employment has only been used 
as an absolute last resort and 
people will have had plenty 
of time to work through that 
process.” — Newshub

Mandate changes considered

POSSIBLE CHANGES: Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern speaks at 
the post-Cabinet press conference.

WELLINGTON — Opposition parties 
across the political spectrum have given 
the government a ‘fail’ grade over its 
temporary fuel tax cuts.

Fuel taxes have been slashed by  
25 cents a litre for the next three months 
as the government acts to counter 
soaring petrol prices.

PWC tax partner Sandy Lau told 
Morning Report it was a “once in a 
generation move”.

“It is something that we haven’t really 
seen before, the government looking to 
reduce excise taxes specifically. But in 
terms of looking to achieve what they are 
trying to . . . it’s one they have been able 
to do really quickly and swiftly and really 
have an immediate impact on the petrol 
prices.

“There is something quite unique 
about this particular time, but with the 
Government having done this once, next 
time, potentially, if there is continued 
focus on say petrol prices, there might be 
call to do this again.”

National Party leader Christopher 
Luxon said the petrol tax tweaks would 
provide some relief, but did not address 
the wider cost of living crisis.

“It’s not just fuel that’s gone up and 
petrol prices that are going up; food is up 
13 percent and weekly rents are up $150 
a week. People deserve a break.

“The best way we think to do that is 
adjusting the tax thresholds; returning 
the extra tax Labour’s grabbing from 
inflation back to people so they’ve got 
cash in their pockets.”

Luxon estimated this could save the 
average earner $870 a year, while the 
ACT Party has said it could deliver $187 
per person through its carbon tax refund 
policy.

ACT leader David Seymour said the 
refund would be taken up through the 
Emissions Trading Scheme and come 
out of what he called the Government’s 
“climate slush fund”.

“We could have given $750 (each 

year) back to an average family of four. 
In order to make those sorts of savings 
under Labour’s scheme you’d have to buy 
3000 litres a year.”

The Green Party supported the halving 
of all public transport fares from April 1, 
but had also made clear it could not get 
on board with fuel excise cuts.

Co-leader James Shaw said direct 
payment supports — through the welfare 
system or via tax credits — was a better, 
greener way to go.

“If we’d been able to provide some 
support either through the income 
support system or the tax system then 
people would have the choice about how 
to spend that money.

“If you only do it through fuel taxes 
then it’s confined to that domain.”

Shaw said the Green Party was also 
concerned there was no guarantee petrol 
companies would not just absorb the fuel 
tax cuts into their profits.

Minister of Energy and Resources 

Megan Woods has asked fuel businesses 
to share their rolling seven-day  
average fuel margins to monitor  
industry profits.

This disclosure was based on goodwill 
but Woods said she had spoken to several 
fuel companies and they were supportive 
of passing every cent on to customers.

“They all seemed very amenable to 
these changes. They can see on the 
forecourts of their petrol stations the 
impact this is having on Kiwis when they 
fill up their cars.”

The Government expected all fuel 
retailers to bring prices down, she said.

“But look, we’re going to have officials 
working with them . . . in order for us to 
monitor that this is flowing through to 
consumers.

“But we know we have to monitor this 
because the price of petrol could well go 
up again depending on what happens 
with the price of crude and the price 
internationally for the price of refined 

product.
“What we have to ensure is that any 

price rise isn’t an increase in the profit 
margins of their fuel companies.”

Woods told Morning Report the 
Government had called it an energy crisis 
because the pricing of fuel was a crisis for 
many.

While it was a crisis of pricing, there 
was “absolutely no issue with the 
physical supply of fuel in the country”, 
Woods said.

She denied the cut was knee-jerk 
reaction to a bad poll.

Transporting New Zealand chief 
executive Nick Leggett told Morning 
Report the Road User Charge system was 
so complex he would “not even dare to 
begin to explain” it.

“There are 85 different categories 
across the road user charge levy system 
and as you can imagine it is really 
complex when you try and work out how 
you would apply a 25 cent per (kilometre) 
discount . . . or the Government’s discount 
in this count.

“There’s no fuel excise on diesel as 
there is on regular fuel and Road User 
Charges are the way the Government 
collects money from those diesel using 
vehicles . . . so obviously Road User 
Charges are a big cost for the trucking 
industry.”

Applying any change would be hard 
because the legislation said changes 
needed 42 days’ notice, he said.

Adding to the challenge was the fact 
that Road User Charges were purchased 
in advance, he said.

“We’ve offered the Ministry of 
Transport the ability to liaise on these 
matters so we can get them some advice 
on how to best bring this reduction in, 
but I’ve been assured there will be a 
three-month reduction, irrespective of 
when that commences.

“At this time of significant pressure 
and rising costs, this will be welcomed by 
the industry.” — Radio NZ

Opposition give Govt a ‘fail’

PETROL PRICE CUTS: Green Party co-leader James Shaw, National’s Christopher 
Luxon and ACT’s  David Seymour are not happy with the Government’s temporary 
fuel tax cuts. 
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CHRISTCHURCH — The 
Christchurch terror attacks 
emboldened far-right extremists and 
have been followed by an increase 
in real world and online instances of 
Islamophobia, a new report has found.

The third Islamophobia in Australia 
report was released this morning to 
coincide with the third anniversary of 
the shootings.

It outlined the shocking abuse and 
violence experienced by Muslims in 
Australia.

Online Islamophobia was reported 
18 times as often in the immediate 
aftermath of the attacks and real-world 
Islamophobia quadrupled.

Just months after a terrorist 
stormed into two Christchurch 
mosques and gunned down dozens of 
worshippers, ultimately resulting in the 
death of 51, someone desecrated one 
of Australia’s oldest mosques.

A swastika was spray-painted on 
to it, along with a racial slur lifted 
from the Christchurch terrorist and a 
message referring to him as a saint.

The report’s chief investigator, Derya 
Iner, from Charles Sturt University, 
said 58 percent of Australia’s mosques 
were the target of violence ranging 
from graffiti and vandalism to arson 
and death threats between 2014 and 
2019, with 29 percent targeted in 2019 
alone.

In the wake of the Christchurch 
shootings, such attacks were even 
more terrifying for their victims.

“The person who is doing that 
vandalism or that level of attack, you 
never know if he will go further. So that 
trauma, especially after Christchurch, 
was really triggered and it has a long 
lasting impact on the community,” Dr 
Iner said.

The report painted a painful picture 
of the abuse endured by Muslims in 
Australia.

The cases showed anyone could be 
a victim.

“The reported incidents disclose 
that the perpetrator profile is diverse, 
ranging from homeless people and 
drug addicts to university staff and 
art gallery visitors. The reported cases 
indicate that anti-Muslim hate breaches 
social and professional hierarchies,” 
the report said.

“A person begging for donations 
on a university campus can shout at 
an Australian Muslim woman to leave 
her country. A patient in the chair of 
a Muslim dentist can call all Muslims 
terrorists. Physical cases also display 
that racist disrespect to Australian 
Muslims is normal social behaviour 
from ordinary people — fathers, 
mothers and children, and sometimes 

whole Australian families.”
However, the victims were 

overwhelmingly women (82 percent) 
and the vast majority of the 
perpetrators were Anglo men.

Victims were often vulnerable, either 
women or children by themselves or 
in the company of other women or 
children.

Muslim women were often readily 
identifiable by their hijab, though there 
was also an underlying sexism behind 
many attacks, Dr Iner said.

“In some cases, the perpetrator 
is attacking a Muslim woman not 
knowing her husband is about to 
come, so the behaviour changes right 
away when male company approaches 
and confronts. The men who are 
perpetrators are looking for easy, 
weak, vulnerable targets.”

While the report dealt with Australia, 
the Islamic Women’s Council of New 

Zealand national coordinator Aliya 
Danzeisen said it was mirrored here, 
where Islamophobia was also on the 
rise.

“We have academics based in New 
Zealand saying that it’s increasing. We 
have intelligence and security saying 
that there’s been an increase, and in 
November they even issued a warning 
that there was a possibility of another 
attack. There is definitely a notable 
increase from where we were before 
March 15 three years ago.”

Just last month, three Muslim 
schoolgirls were attacked with one 
teenager suffering a concussion and 
having her hijab torn off by other 
students.

“This report emphasises why we 
as a nation need to get in front of this 
hate and not wait until it shows up on 
our front lawns or at the doors of our 
houses of worship and community 
centres to act,” Danzeisen said.

“The council urges the New 
Zealand government to put forward 
legislation to address harmful 
speech as recommended by its own 
Royal Commission and to consider 
legislation that will ensure digital 
platforms are not actively distributing 
and augmenting such hate and can 
be held to account if they do. Every 
day of delay is another day that the 
government allows the virus of hate to 
grow in Aotearoa.” 

Real-world abuse and violence 
was fed by an online ecosystem of 
Islamophobia.

The report outlined some of the 
vile commentary which followed the 
Christchurch terror attacks including 
some who celebrated the murder of 
children.

Much of the hatred was based on 

the idea Muslims were inherently 
violent and deserved what occurred in 
Christchurch.

“Seeing Muslims as terrorists and 
killers was 12 percent in the first 
report when the ISIS threat was heavily 
reported in mainstream media in 2014-
15. This proportion increased to  
27 percent in the second report based 
on the 2016-17 reports. This number 
reached 40 percent in 2018-19 when 
ISIS was deactivated and no ISIS 
terrorism was recorded,” the Australian 
report said.

“The noticeable spike from  
12 percent to 39 percent 
proves portrayal of Muslims as 
unconditionally terrorists and can be 
explained with the increasing influence 
of far-right extremist rhetoric and 
conspiracy theories, which justify 
extremist levels of anti-Muslim hate by 
demonising all Muslims as potential 
terrorists and killers. This narrative 
was one of the most popular  
post-Christchurch anti-Muslim 
narratives online.”

Australian Muslim Advocacy 
Network adviser Rita Jabri Markwell 
said the online community that helped 
create the Christchurch terrorist then 
celebrated what he had done.

“It’s not fair that ordinary people are 
being manipulated by disinformation 
to the point of feeling disgust and 
fury towards other members of the 
community, and that those bad actors 
are allowed to get away with doing that 
with impunity.”

Australia and New Zealand’s 
governments needed to enforce 
stronger regulations on social media 
platforms, forcing them to take a 
harder line on policing and moderating 
hate speech, she said. — Radio NZ

Islamophobia quadruples

VIGIL: People pay their respects for the Christchurch terror attack 
victims and place flowers during an Open Day at Preston mosque in 
Melbourne on March 17, 2019.              AFP picture
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Kia kaha Tairāwhiti! We’ve got this!
Keep up healthy habits

Together, we can slow the spread.

If you are feeling unwell, have health conditions or you are getting worse, 

please contact your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116.

Diffi  culty breathing or emergency: 111 •  Isolation advice: 0800 512 337  •  Welfare support: 0800 559 009

If you have tested positive and need support, see https://covid19.health.nz/advice

Please keep our hospital’s emergency 
department for emergencies only.
45246-03



by Laura Smith and Samantha Motion, 
Bay of Plenty Times

PAPAMOA — Friends of a missing 
Papamoa doctor have described him as 
generous, caring and active, saying his 
three-day disappearance is a shock.

Police say 31-year-old David Holland 
has not been heard from since Friday 
evening, when he told friends he was 
going for a swim near the end of Pacific 
View Road.

Holland later failed to come to work, 
which police said was unlike him.

Police, assisted by other agencies, have 
been combing the coastline and searching 
by sea and air. The search was expected 
to continue today.

They have asked that anyone who 
was on Papamoa Beach on Friday about 
7.30pm and who may have seen Holland 
come forward.

Friends say Holland worked as a doctor 
at Tauranga Hospital and was dedicated 
to his work.

It was understood he had been in 
Tauranga for about four years and was 
living with flatmates in Papamoa not far 
from the beach where he was last known 
to be.

Matt Shand, who became friends with 
Holland through playing ultimate frisbee 
over the last two years, described him as 
a “caring person” and a “lovely soul”.

“We’re all in shock he has gone missing, 
no one can believe it. It took quite a while 
for the news to sink in.”

He said people who cared about 
Holland found themselves walking up 
and down the beach on Sunday night, 
hoping to find some sign of him.

He said they hoped anyone who was in 
the beach area on Friday evening would 
come forward to the police.

“If people were in the area and maybe 
saw something . . . get in touch.”

“The hardest part is we don’t know, 
but we hope he’s OK. We hope that he is 
found.”

Shand described Holland as an 
adventurous person who was also “caring 
and full of life”.

He enjoyed playing board games and 

was a keen cyclist and outdoors man. It 
would not be unusual for him to swim 
alone.

“He is always doing something 
physical.”

Shand also relayed comments from 
another friend, who did not want to be 
named, but said Holland was the most 
generous, good and kind person they had 
ever met.

The friend said Holland decided to 
go into medicine after watching the 
“amazing medical team that supported 
his father during the last year of his 
father’s life”.

“Despite being short on time due to the 
demands of his job, he always made time 
for his friends and he was happy to help 
in times of need.”

The friend said the last time they 
heard from Holland was a call on the day 
he disappeared.

Holland had asked about the wellbeing 
of the friend’s family, seeing if they were 
OK amid the Covid-19 outbreak — an 
example of his caring nature.

Holland was an active member of 
Mount Maunganui Ultimate Frisbee. 
His former coach, who did not want to 
be named, said he had one of the kindest 
souls, and hoped he was found soon.

“David is kind, genuinely kind, positive 
and a go-getter.

“He is one of my favourite people to 
play frisbee with because he’s just a 
pleasure to be around. On and off the 
field he’s positive, works hard, is a little 
bit cheeky and reliable.

“The police are conducting a search 
and we, as his friends, are sharing the 
message that David is missing in hopes 
someone comes forward that can help 
with his location.”

Police said yesterday about 7pm the 

search was finishing for the day, but 
teams would regroup today and continue.

The search had involved using drones 
to search the sand dunes, a fixed-wing 
aircraft searching land and sea, and a 
number of ground teams searching areas 
along the coast.

Surf-lifesavers and Coastguard have 
also been assisting.

“Police are reiterating our appeal to 
the public for any information which may 
help us locate Mr Holland.”

Mount Maunganui Lifeguard Service 
chairman Jamie Troughton said club 
members from Mount Maunganui, 
Omanu and Papamoa joined the water 
search on Saturday morning.

“Conditions weren’t nice on Friday 
night and they were still challenging 
on Saturday, with a good swell running, 
but, until we know more, it’s a bit of a 
mystery and we’re all just hoping he’ll 
turn up safe.

“The three clubs are working really 
well together and we’re hoping for some 
sort of resolution.”

He said the search came during one of 
the busiest summers on record for local 
surf lifesaving clubs.

“All our clubs are struggling to fill 
patrols because of Covid, but the water 
is still warm and inviting so we’re just 
reminding the public to take extra 
care — the ocean doesn’t tend to take 
prisoners.”

A Coastguard spokesperson said one 
of the organisation’s two air patrol units 
flew down from Auckland to help. The 
three-person crew flew in a Cessna 
182T about 4.5 nautical miles out to sea 
between Mount Maunganui and Kaituna 
on Sunday afternoon, scanning the water 
from above.

This was expected to be repeated 
yesterday afternoon.

Police said they had searched the beach 
and surrounding areas but found nothing 
to point them to Holland’s whereabouts.

■  Anyone with information 
regarding Holland or his 
whereabouts should call 105 and 
quote file number 220312/6869.

Search for doctor continues

MISSING: Searchers have been combing Papamoa’s coastline after David Holland 
went missing.             Picture supplied

AucklAnd — More 
intervention is needed to prevent 
chronic kidney disease and 
premature death among both 
Māori and Pasifika groups.

new research by the 
University of Otago has revealed 
they’re getting sick younger, and 
it’s having a huge impact on their 
families.

In the mid-1990s the attacking 
duo Joeli Vidiri and Jonah Lomu 
were a force to be reckoned with.

They also shared a battle off 
the field — both of them suffered 
from nephrotic syndrome, a rare 
kidney disease. “Both were very 
young,” says Otago University 

kidney health expert Professor 
Rob Walker.

new research, co-authored 
by Prof Walker, has found 
that chronic kidney disease 
is alarmingly more prevalent 
among Auckland’s Māori 
and Pacific populations than 
previously thought.

The studies show that Māori 
and Pasifika have higher rates 
than non-Māori and non-Pasifika 
with the disease presenting 
from the age of 40 — that’s 10 
to15 years younger than their 
counterparts.

These groups were also 
three to five times more likely to 

commence kidney replacement 
therapy than NZ Europeans.

With kidney disease hitting 
Māori and Pasifika people in their 
40s, it can have a huge impact 
on whanau — as it often affects 
the main breadwinner or carer.

“The policy system has not 
been there to engage,” says 
Otago University Faumuina 
Professor Fa’afetai Sopoaga.

But there is a way to start 
addressing the problem — a 
simple urine test. So more 
awareness and testing early on 
could prevent the disease and 
reduce the number of premature 
deaths. — Newshub

Intervention needed to 
prevent CKD among 
Maori and Pasifika

WELLiNgTON — The National Party 
believes the latest polls show Māoridom’s 
“love affair” with Labour is over with many 
wanting to see something done about the cost 
of living crisis.

The Hui, with Horizon Research, carried out 
its first poll of the year, finding 37 percent of 
Māori voters remain loyal to the party, while  
17 percent have indicated some sort of  
switch away from Labour. it’s a significant 
decline from 54 percent support for Labour in 
2020.

The decline for Labour was also reflected 
in the 1News-Kantar Public Poll released on 
Thursday night where more kiwis were in 
favour of National (39 percent) than Labour (37 
percent), the first time the centre-right party 

has taken the lead in more than two years. 
National MP Dr Shane Reti feels the poll 

results show Māori care more about the cost 
of living crisis than Labour. 

“i have to say, looking at the poll in my 
summary of this is that Māori’s love affair 
with Labour is over,” Dr Reti told The Hui on 
Monday.

“You know, a sausage in a piece of bread 
at Waitangi Day doesn’t cut it anymore. When 
food prices have gone up 13 percent since 
they came into government, rent’s another 
$140 a week and it’s $45 to fill the petrol tank 
in an average car. 

“And so this love affair is finished. And now, 
you know, we all need to button down and 
work on the things that matter.” — Newshub

‘Love affair with Labour over’

–
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Open Monday-Friday 8am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - noon 169 Stanley Road • 867 2279

MARCH 
SPECIALS
Pork Belly ...........................$11.95kg

1kg 20/30 Scallops ..........  $29.95kg

Goofy Gluten-Free Brownie Range 
.......................................$33.50 each

Masterfoods 900ml Sauce
Tomato, BBQ & Mild American Mustard
.........................................$8.50 each

Export-Quality Aged Meat 

Finger Food • Seafood • Desserts 
You name it – we have it!

 Saturday 9am - noon 169 Stanley Road • 867 2279



by Craig Kapitan, NZ Herald

AUCKLAND — In the months after his 
unsuccessful bid for Parliament in 2014, 
then-Conservative Party leader Colin 
Craig’s political career was on the verge 
of imploding due to allegations of sexual 
harassment by his former press secretary.

It was clear, Craig told a judge 
yesterday, that party board member 
John Stringer was intent on making 
sure that implosion happened — using 
his extensive political and media 
contacts and his own blog for what Craig 
described as “a persistent campaign of 
lies”.

“Going nuclear,” Stringer allegedly 
wrote in a text message at the time, 
which Craig cited during his opening 
statement in his latest legal stoush with 
Stringer. 

“Time to carpet bomb the Colin Craig 
cult compound, make sure this clown 
doesn’t come back.”

Both Stringer and the recipient of 
the text message, as well as various 
others, would later be sued by Craig for 
defamation. Many would counter-sue. 
The current judge-alone trial, before 
Justice Neil Campbell at the High Court 
at Auckland, is the latest in a series that 
have spanned the nearly seven years 
since Craig was ousted from the party he 
helped establish.

“A media firestorm followed. It engulfed 
myself,” Craig told Justice Campbell of 
the aftermath of Stringer helping spread 
the sexual harassment allegations. 
“Having been forced out of the party, 
Mr Stringer said his mission was 
accomplished.”

Much of Craig’s opening statement 
yesterday covered ground that has been 

traversed at previous trials — including 
his insistence that he never sexually 
harassed employee Rachel MacGregor. 
Two prior High Court judges, however, 
have ruled otherwise.

MacGregor resigned from the party 
in September 2014, two days before the 
general election. Shortly thereafter, she 
confided sexual harassment allegations 
against Craig to Taxpayers’ Union 
founder Jordan Williams, who later 
shared some of the statements with 
Stringer.

Craig said Stringer then took the 
allegations and embellished them as he 
spoke with media, sent an email to fellow 
board members and tipped off Whale Oil 
blogger Cameron Slater.

“Obviously, the crux of the trial is going 
to be the nature of the personal and 
professional relationship between me 
and Ms MacGregor and whether she was 
sexually harassed,” Craig said.

He pointed to a section of her LinkedIn 
profile in which she listed herself as a 
“storyteller”, suggesting she “retroactively 
used her skills as a storyteller” to recast 
the narrative of what he characterised 

as a consensual “emotional affair” and 
“mutually affectionate” friendship 
between the two.

MacGregor, however, will not be called 
to testify at the current trial. Both sides 
have agreed to rely on her testimony at 
three prior court proceedings.

Justice Kit Toogood, who oversaw 
Craig’s successful defamation case 
against Slater in 2015, ruled that Craig 
had engaged in “moderately serious” 
sexual harassment of MacGregor “on 
multiple occasions from early 2012 to 
2014”.

Following a 2018 trial in which Craig 
and MacGregor each sued the other 
for defamation, Justice Anne Hinton 
also found that sexual harassment had 
occurred. In addition, she ruled that 
the pair had defamed each other. Last 
November, MacGregor was awarded 
$400,000 in damages.

This week isn’t the first time Craig and 
Stringer have faced off in court.

Stringer had previously sought 
more than $3.5 million in declarations, 
damages, aggravating damages and 
seemingly punitive damages against 
Craig and others. Justice Matthew 
Palmer in April 2020 ruled against all of 
Stringer’s claims, describing the suit as 
“misconceived”.

Palmer had also initially dismissed 
Craig’s efforts to countersue, although 
that decision was later overturned on 
appeal.

“Enough is enough,” the judge said at 
the time.

Both Stringer and Craig are 
representing themselves at the current 
trial. Stringer has not yet given an 
opening statement or had an opportunity 
to call witnesses.

‘CAMPAIGN OF LIES’
Another defamation trial begins for ousted Conservatives leader

Colin Craig

AUCKLAND — A young woman who saw 
a man fatally hit by a car on a dark rural 
road says she’s traumatised by the grisly 
accident scene and can’t get the sound 
out of her head. “I’m going to need a huge 
amount of therapy. I saw way too much.”

Police believe the victim was struck by 
four separate vehicles north of Tirau on 
Saturday night. The woman was just metres 
from the man during the final “horrific” 
collision. It’s understood the fourth vehicle 
was the only one to stop immediately after 
hitting the man, who is yet to be identified 
by police. “It just doesn’t feel right,” the 
woman told The New Zealand Herald.

“How the hell can three vehicles hit this 
man and no one stopped? “

The woman, who the Herald has agreed 
not to name, said she was travelling from 
Auckland to Tokoroa on Saturday with her 
ex-partner. 

The pair’s car broke down in Mercer but a 
man travelling south in another vehicle with 
his six-year-old son stopped and offered 
them a lift. At about 8.30pm the group was 
driving through Pairere, north of Tirau, 
when the two men commented “that looks 
like a guy on the road”.

As the vehicle slowed, the woman 
jumped out and ran back up the road, 
fearing someone could be hurt, but said she 
couldn’t see anything in the “pitch black”. 
Suddenly a vehicle roared past and struck 
the man lying in the middle of the road. “I 
witnessed everything. I was unfortunately 
pretty much next to the guy when he was 
run over.”

Police and volunteer fire crews arrived 
and closed the road. Bits of another car 
were found at the crash site, the woman 
said. — NZ Herald

Trauma for 
woman after 
seeing crash

UP IN BLAZE: A 
spectacular fire broke out 
at an Auckland marina 
yesterday, destroying 
at least one boat and 
damaging five others. 
The fire started about 
3.30pm in Beachlands’ 
Pine Harbour Marina. A 
local resident said he saw 
flames shooting from a 
motor yacht, then two men 
running “hard out” down 
the pier. Russell Heenan, 
whose home overlooks the 
marina, thought the men 
had been working on the 
boat before the fire started 
and that it was most likely 
an accident. “A gas bottle 
just exploded and nearly 
blew us off the pier,” he 
said. NZ Herald picture
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TAURANGA — Bay school leaders are 
“up in arms” about a Government proposal 
to prohibit enrolment of international 
students under Year 9.

Principals in the region say the move 
would have a “huge impact” on school 
culture and result in the loss of millions of 
dollars in revenue.

The Ministry of Education has proposed 
to restrict enrolment of international fee-
paying primary and intermediate-aged 
students for state, state-integrated and 
private schools.

It applies to both individual and tour 
group students under Year 9.

The ministry’s consultation document 
said 5225 primary and intermediate-aged 
international students contributed more 
than $29 million of revenue in 2019.

This figure did not include tour group 
students that stayed for up to three 
months.

Korean Times director Hyun Taek Yang 
said in 2019 there were about 300 primary 
and intermediate-aged Korean students 
living in Tauranga with a parent. This 
equated to roughly $4 million in school 
tuition fees for the primary school sector.

Schools International Education 
Business Association executive director 
John van der Zwan said it would be 
“absolutely devastating” for the schools if 
the restrictions were implemented.

The Waihi-based organisation supports 
and advocates for schools across the 
country that host international students.

Van der Zwan said the consultation 
document citing “wider migration 
pressures” as an issue relating to 
enrolment of international students was 
“ridiculous”.

“The impact those people coming into 
New Zealand have on our housing and 
infrastructure is so small it is ridiculous. 

There is a lack of any real credibility 
or evidence to support the claims being 
made.”

He feared overseas families would start 
to seek education opportunities in Canada 
and Australia.

Oropi School principal Andrew King 
said restrictions would make it “so much 
harder” to bring the school’s intercultural 
curriculum to life.

“It’s so much harder too when you’re 
only connecting with students from other 
cultures by email or Zoom.”

Revenue from fee-paying students 
meant ESOL teachers were employed to 
support both international and domestic 
students who needed language support.

Tauranga Intermediate principal 
Cameron Mitchell said any restrictions 
placed on enrolment would have a “huge 
impact” on the school culture.

Its international programme had been 
running for the last 20 years — with 
many students coming from Korea, China, 
Japan, Thailand and Germany.

“Schools are up in arms. There is a huge 
amount of concern, frustration and anger 
at the Government,” he said.

He said revenue from fee-paying 
students went towards “world class 
pastoral care” and also helped fund 
English language support for both 
international and domestic students.

Counsellors and teacher aides for 
domestic and international students 
with additional learning needs were also 
employed. Mitchell disagreed with the 
“perception” international students only 
went to high decile schools.

“We were decile four when we set up our 
very strong international links 20 years 
ago. Cross-cultural connections happen 
regardless of whether you are a high or 
low decile school.”

The school’s international director 
Annamieke Hart said the school was 
fielding inquiries from “many” overseas 
families about the possibility of studying 
at the school.

Yang from Korean Times said Tauranga 
was the “most popular” New Zealand 
destination for Korean children.

Seventy percent of Korean international 
students in Tauranga were aged between 
five and 12, he said.

A submission on the proposed changes 
written by Taek Yang said the agency 
saw firsthand “so much evidence” of the 
benefits of having international students 
under Year 9 in Tauranga.

About 70 to 80 international students 
under Year 9 were expected to come to 
Tauranga if the borders reopened.

He said tuition fees for students 
attending public schools cost about 
$15,000 yearly.

Another $60,000 was spent on living 
costs between a student and their 
caregiver.

Priority One chief executive Nigel 
Tutt said the proposed changes could be 
“detrimental” to the region’s international 
education sector.

He described the proposal as a “solution 
looking for a problem” that had “come out 
nowhere”.

Education Tauranga regional 
relationship manager Melissa Gillingham 
said 23 of the organisation’s 38 members 
were primary and intermediate schools in 
the region.

Gillingham felt “very strongly” the 
proposed restrictions were “not the right 
approach” for the recovery of international 
education.

International student Seohye Park 
moved from Korea to Tauranga about five 
years ago.

The 11-year-old student felt children 
from other countries should continue to 
have the opportunity to study in New 
Zealand and enjoy the outdoors.

“It is really good to have international 
students who come to New Zealand. They 
get to play and be free.”

Ministry group manager of policy 
Shelley Robertson said the review was 
requested by Education Minister Chris 
Hipkins and no decision had been made at 
this stage.

As part of the review it was looking at 
issues including diversion from domestic 
students, inequity between schools, 
resourcing and wider migration pressures.

The review was in line with the 
Government’s Immigration Rebalance, 
which proposes changes to visa and entry 
requirements.

Robertson said international students 
under Year 9 contributed to “promotion 
of global citizenship and the economic 
contributions”, but most were at high 
decile schools and in the Auckland region.

“This creates an inequitable distribution 
of the educational and immediate 
economic benefits across school deciles 
and regions.”

Border closures had meant schools 
adjusted to “reduced international 
revenue” during the pandemic, she said.

And to mitigate further loss in revenue 
students already enrolled would be able to 
continue their education if changes were 
implemented, she said.

She acknowledged proposed restrictions 
may have a “minor pipeline impact” for 
international education enrolments at 
secondary level. — NZ Herald

‘Absolutely devastating’
Principals shocked at proposed ban on international students

‘
 Schools are up 

in arms. There is 
a huge amount 
of concern, 
frustration and 
anger at the 
Government.

’ — Cameron Mitchell

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 15, 202210  NATIONAL NEWS

45425-03

Purchase Now, Beat The Clean Car Tax
D-Max LX 4WD Auto
Limited numbers

*Special price including GST $56,990, on road costs $1190. Colours limited to silver or white, accessories at additional cost. Fuel tax & vehicle savings are inclusive of GST. Manufacturers recommended retail including GST is $61,990 + on road costs.

Buy today for only

$49,556 + GST
+ on road costs

FUEL TAX 

OF $2990 

AND 

VEHICLE 

SAVING 

$5000



WELLINGTON — The Government’s move to 
ease the cost of living pain by reducing the tax 
on fuel provided a reprieve for the battered and 
volatile New Zealand sharemarket.

The S&P/NZX 50 Index turned upwards soon 
after Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced 
that fuel excise duties and road user charges 
will be slashed by 25c a litre each from 
midnight. Public transport fares would also be 
cut by a half, and the changes will last for three 
months.

The index closed at 11,805.11, down 16.27 
points or 0.14 percent after reaching an intraday 
low of 11,735.83 and high of 11,827.54. The index 
has fallen nearly 9.5 percent so far this year.

There were 63 gainers and 81 decliners on 

light volume of 35.98 share transactions worth 
$128.39m.

Shane Solly, portfolio manager with Harbour 
Asset Management, said the local market had 
a better outcome than expected — after it was 
reported that Russia had reached out to China 
over the Ukraine conflict and this knocked 
sentiment overseas. 

“There is pain in the household and business 
budgets because of the sharp rise in commodity 
prices and the move to reduce the fuel tax will 
take some pressure off. Globally, we have seen 
weakness in the consumer stocks because 
of the increase in the cost of living and this 
has been weighing on the likes of Restaurant 
Brands and others,” Solly said.

“On the other hand, banks will be operating 
in a better environment with the increase in 
interest rates and they will get some margin 
expansion.”

Solly said changes in the S&P and FTSE 
global indices will create further volatility later 
this week as investment managers rebalance 
their holdings. Ebos Group is going into the 
FTSE Global All Cap Index, while Contact and 
Meridian Energy will have lower weightings.

Contact and Meridian have been benefiting 
from growth in the iShares Global Clean Energy 
indices but that growth slowed in the last week, 
removing some of the buying support.

Contact, which went ex-dividend last week, 
was down 5c to $7.88, while Meridian was up 
3.5c to $5.145. Ebos Group climbed 93c or 2.51 
percent to $37.99. 

Skellerup Holdings was down 15c or 2.78 

percent to $5.24 after it was disclosed to the 
market late on Friday that its chief executive 
David Mair sold 700,000 of the company shares 
for a return of $3.812m. Mair reduced his 
holding from 5.5m shares to 4.8m.

Online travel provider Serko, up 6c to $4.77, 
has confirmed its full-year revenue guidance 
of $18m-$20.5m after experiencing positive 
transaction growth with Australian business 
reaching 60 percent of the 2019 volumes.

Z Energy, under takeover by Ampol, told the 
market that fuel distributor Gull New Zealand 
would be sold to Australian investment manager 
Allegro Funds for $572m. The net proceeds of 
$509m would be used by Ampol to buy Z Energy 
— the scheme of arrangement still needs 
approval from the Commerce Commission and 
Overseas Investment Office. Z Energy’s share 
price gained 4c to $3.67. — NZ Herald

SHAREMARKET YESTERDAY

by Riley Kennedy, Otago Daily Times

DUNEDIN — A Dunedin recruiter 
is warning New Zealand’s borders 
reopening could put even more strain on 
the country’s tight labour market.

The Covid-19 pandemic has put 
significant pressure on New Zealand’s 
labour market with unemployment at 
one of its lowest levels at 3.2 percent.

That was “pretty much” full 
employment, Platinum Recruitment 
director Dean Delaney said.

Despite what some people thought, 
New Zealand’s borders reopening would 
not help the country’s “very tight” labour 
market, Delaney said.

It might relieve certain sectors, such 
as agriculture and horticulture, but there 
was a cohort of New Zealanders who 
were ready to leave the country as soon 
as they could.

The younger generation had not been 
able to go overseas for the past two years 
on their OEs and now they were finally 
able to.

As the cost of living 
increased in New 
Zealand, workers would 
also be looking at 
higher salaries in other 
countries where it was 
cheaper to live.

“It is a watch-
this-space scenario,” 
Delaney said.

It was an “incredibly 
tough” time for 
employers trying to secure talent, 
potential candidates not wanting to move 
cities.

“Some people are saying they’ve 
been through two lockdowns with their 

current employer and they just are not 
moving.”

Most sectors in Dunedin were short-
staffed, but the city’s IT sector was 
“critical” and most at risk of employees 
leaving offshore.

Organisations had to meet the market 
in order to secure skilled workers — “if 

they don’t, someone 
else will”.

Employers that could 
promote their “cultural 
wellbeing” to the 
candidate were more 
likely to have success 
hiring, he said.

“That is what people 
are looking for these 
days, not necessarily 
the biggest paycheck,” 
Delaney said.

Crew Consulting recruitment 
consultant and co-founder Tom Sweeney, 
of Dunedin, said it was the tightest 
market he had seen in his 15 years in 
the industry.

The country’s borders reopening would 
have a positive and negative impact on 
the IT and technology sectors.

As the majority of the sectors’ 
workforces were aged between 25 and 35, 
a lot of those people would be heading 
overseas as soon as they could.

On the other hand, New Zealand was 
seen as a destination for a lot of young 
professionals throughout the world and 
they would be trying to get into the 
country when travel restrictions allowed.

Sweeney already had a list of people 
from overseas who wanted to move to 
New Zealand to work in the IT sector.

“They will probably come in as quickly 
as they leave which will be a good thing.”

There was a “huge demand” for staff 
in Dunedin’s IT sector, but potential 
candidates were not wanting to move 
around the country.

People wanted to work from home a lot 
more and stay in one place.

If organisations were willing to be 
flexible, it would open up a massive 
talent pool, Sweeney said.

‘Watch-this-space scenario’
Recruiter warns 
of impending NZ 
worker exodus

Dunedin recruiter Dean 
Delaney said there was a 
cohort of New Zealanders 
— yet to experience an 
OE — who were ready to 
leave the country as soon 
as they could.   

WELLINGTON — Hybrid and electric 
vehicles are flying out the doors of used 
car dealerships, with motorists looking 
to slash their fuel bills as prices rise.

NZ Automotive Investments (NZAI), 
which owns the nationwide chain of 2 
Cheap Cars, said hybrid and electric 
vehicles (EV) now make up nearly half 
of its sales, up from an average of about 
20 percent.

The increase has mainly come over 
the past fortnight, the company said.

Chief executive David Page said 
sales of the EV/hybrids were going 
“gangbusters” as the price of petrol 
and diesel climbed following Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and the subsequent 
economic sanctions on Russia.

“Kiwis are really interested and 
concerned around fuel prices and I think 
that shows with the decisions they are 
making around purchasing cars,” he 
said.

Switching from an average family 
car to the company’s top selling petrol 
hybrid, the Toyota Aqua, would see 
motorists slashing their fuel bills by 
more than half, Page said.

The boom also comes as the 
Government’s clean car rebate scheme 
expands from next month, to include 
newly registered petrol hybrids and 
other low-emission vehicles, whereas at 
the moment the scheme only included 
full-electric and plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles (PHEV).

Page said dealerships were already 
prepared for a jump in sales with the 
looming rebate scheme expansion, but 
the soaring price of fuel had brought the 
demand forward.

“We have essentially stocked up for 
that (rebate) so we are fortunate at 
the moment to have a good supply of 
these cars. There is no real wait time on 
them,” he said.

Despite the increasing demand, Page 
did not believe the prices for used EV/
hybrids would also increase.

“I think people are still sourcing them 
at similar prices. However, there are a 
lot of other factors at play so we have to 
see what happens,” he said.

The rising cost of fuel was described 
as an “energy crisis” by Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern yesterday, as the 
Government announced it would reduce 
the fuel excise duty and road user 
charges by 25 cents per litre, for three 
months.

However, petrol prices are expected to 
continue climbing, meaning motorists 
would keep paying well above average 
over the coming months.

Page believed hybrid and EVs would 
remain popular in the short to medium 
term, because motorists had become 
more fuel conscious when considering 
the cars they wanted to buy. — RNZ

EV, hybrid sales going ‘gangbusters’

WELLINGTON — The country’s third 
biggest fuel retailer, Gull Petroleum, is 
to get a new owner.

Current owner Ampol has agreed 
to sell Gull to Australian investment 
company Allegro Funds for $572 million.

Ampol had promised the Commerce 
Commission that it would sell Gull so it 
could pursue its $2 billion takeover of Z 
Energy.

The offer price is made up of $509m in 
cash and Allegro taking up about $63m 
worth of leases and debt. Ampol said 
it would put the proceeds towards the 
purchase of Gull.

Gull general manager Dave Bodger 
said the change of ownership would 
make no difference.

“Under new ownership, Gull won’t 
change. We will aim to keep prices 
low, keep the oil giants honest, and 
unlike the big guys, we will just keep 
things simple including our offices and 
overheads.”

He said Gull’s slimmed down 
operations with a single terminal and 
mostly unstaffed was attractive to 
buyers.

Ampol has agreed to supply Gull fuel 
for five years.

The Gull sale needs approval of 
the Commerce Commission and the 
Overseas Investment Office.

Ampol’s takeover of Z Energy also 
needs approval from the regulators as 
well as Z Energy shareholders, who vote 
on March 25.

Allegro already has investments in 
New Zealand, including Toll Express, 
Hannahs & Number One Shoes, and 
Carpet Court. — RNZ

Gull Petroleum 
to get a new 
owner soon

UNPRECEDENTED 
SURGE: NZ Automotive 
Investments says it has 
seen an increase in sales 
of hybrid and electric 
vehicles over the past 
fortnight.  RNZ file picture
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Re: More on mandates . . . 
March 12.

Thanks Lara, no I am not 
quite frail and as for home 
help, vaxx has never been part 
of the discussion and I have 
never been asked.

The point I was making, 
obviously not very clearly, 
is that the mandates on 
workforces resulted in many 
workers leaving and there 
were not enough to meet 
contract requirements. And 
that mandates have caused 
suffering.

ANNE BAULD

Not discussed

Re: Culture and kai, March 
10 video.

Hi Nalinee and team on 
the video. You are awesome, 
caring and kind to care for 
my people in our Gisborne 
community. Nalinee you rock 
in Turanganui a Kiwa. Jessie 
and Barbara, you are both 
awesome to go to classes and 
learn from her. You are all 
fantastic! Keep up the good 

work ladies — spread and 
share the love.

I am from Gisborne and 
I always like to read The 
Gisborne Herald and keep 
up to date with what is 
happening in my home 
community. I live and work 
in Tamaki Makaurau but I 
return home whenever I can.

HORIANA KAAHO

Rocking Thai cuisine . . .

by John Woods

FRIDAY’S piece of Local 
Democracy Reporting 
headlined “Toxic workplace 
claims” says it all with regard 
to the closure and sale of 
the council-owned vehicle 
testing station . . . except that 
it does not reveal anyone at Gisborne Holdings 
Ltd or Gisborne District Council actually taking 
responsibility for the tragic loss of this public 
service.

As I said in this column six weeks ago, 
their combined incompetence and failure in 
governance for what was once a vital asset 
and service belonging to the ratepayers of this 
district begs answers to the questions many of 
us have asked.

Gordon Webb was on the mark in his letter of 
February 11 when he asked what did GDC know 
about the sale, and we’re still waiting for them 

(eg the Mayor and the sycophant councillors who 
have all been silent on this topic) to answer.

It transpires, based on answers I’ve received 
to my Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act questions to GHL/GDC, that 
the writing was on the wall in plenty of time 
for diligent stakeholders to intervene and do 
something proactive about the management 
problems within the testing station structure. 
All they had to do was be responsible and 
investigate the poor performance of the station 
when problems were first flagged in 2019.

The more important thing about all this is the 
point raised by Gordon that GHL should have 
followed its statement of intent and sought GDC 
approval before closing and selling the testing 
station, which was a strategic asset for this 
district. 

The chairman and directors of GHL were out of 
line to think they were mandated to do what they 
wanted with the testing station.

So again I ask GDC, why didn’t someone 

intervene and cause a proper review or 
investigation of the testing station’s operations?

My own contention is that the trading loss of 
$27,000 given by the GHL chair as justification 
for dumping the testing station was minor in 
the overall scheme of things financially, and 
with its huge asset base and cashflow, GHL 
could easily have maintained and sustained the 
testing station until, with smart governance and 
management, it could be returned to viability and 
even profitability.

If the councillors we elected and the directors 
they appointed had the smarts and business 
acumen we expect of them, they could have 
saved this business and service.

It’s tragic that we learn now, when it is too late, 
of the toxic culture that was obviously what really 
brought down this service.

I am now worried about what other problems 
are lurking beneath the surface in GHL’s other 
trading operations, and whether GDC is watching 
carefully enough.

No one is taking responsibilityEDITORIAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, ONLINE COMMENTS

First up on Sunday morning, 
Nanaia Mahuta admitted mistakes 
over her controversial Three Waters 
reforms. Yesterday Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern reframed much 
more empathetically her denials 
the previous week of a cost of 
living crisis, on her regular Monday 
morning slot on TV Three’s The 
AM Show. She also signalled a 
major move to alleviate those cost 
pressures — which came later in the 
day with a 25c cut to fuel taxes and 
road user charges, and a halving of 
public transport fares — and said a 
timeline for reopening the border to 
tourism was imminent.

There’s nothing like a mid-
term slump in the polls to have a 
Government reassess its priorities 
and try to soften some of the hard 
edges that are turning off voters.

Mahuta told Jack Tame on Q+A 
that she underestimated two 
areas of the three waters reform 
programme — how much the 
public already knew about water 
management and the trade-offs 
in council spending decisions, and 
the “high level of sensitivity from 
local government” over a $3.5m 
advertising campaign that depicted 
a range of water failures, and laid 
the blame on councils.

The Minister of Local Government 
acknowledged decades of 
underinvestment in water 
infrastructure and said “. . . perhaps 
the advertising campaign wasn’t the 
best way to tell the message”.

Speculation remains that the role 
might change hands, with a new 
Minister seeking more consensus 
from the sector on what everyone 
agrees is an area that needs reform.

Ardern meanwhile has changed 
her tune on the cost of living crisis, 
while maintaining that the drivers 
of inflation are coming from abroad 
and are not her Government’s fault.

Her performance last week 
recalled John Key’s denials of 
a housing crisis, a position he 
maintained throughout his prime 
ministership — and the country has 
seen our housing situation develop 
into a real crisis since, leaving many 
households with little room in their 
budgets for the inflation of today.

The Government will continue to 
seek levers to help it regain support, 
and also try to ensure the economic 
cycle is working in its favour in the 
lead-up to next year’s election.

The pandemic situation is starting 
to stabilise, with Auckland past its 
peak of cases and the rest of the 
country thought to be close to a 
peak — so hospitalisations should 
stop rising in another week or two. 
This will help the Government move 
further soon on easing restrictions; 
particularly around mandates, which 
the public has been souring on.

■  The maximum length for letters is 350 words.
■  Anyone can write a column, 600 words maximum, but a photo is required.
■  Always include full name and contact details.
■  If you use a nom de plume, there is a higher bar for acceptability.
■  Letters may be edited for clarity, length or legal reasons.

editor@gisborneherald.co.nz   

Govt moves to 
change narrative

I can be a bit opinionated at times, 
especially when I know I’m right! But 
the muted response to my effort the 
other day showing my support for 
Ukraine, over the cowardly actions 
of its neighbour Russia, has left me 
scratching my head.

We have all seen and read about 
Russia’s war on Ukraine with 
great horror. I decided to raise a 
Ukrainian flag to remind people in 
our vicinity of the atrocities being 
committed right now in our small 
and vulnerable world. 

However, the flag shop had sold 
out . . . drat! So I made one. Not as 
large as a regular-sized version, 
but a flag and we raised it. I felt 
satisfaction at what I had achieved. 

I then decided to take a few pics 

and send them around my family 
and friends . . . thinking to myself, 
this will rattle a few dags.

So I sent off the pics with a 
little note attached, expecting 
an encouraging response. Apart 
from one son saying “Cool Mum. 
I’d really like to go and join those 
great guys”, the few replies I got 
were along the lines of “really nice”, 
“great flag”, “good work” . . .

No one said, “Love your idea, I’m 
inspired to get off my butt and do 
something too.”

So, my actions fell short . . . it 
seems we have become so focused 
on problems here, we have lost 
sight of the plight of others in the 
world.

PAT McGUINNESS

Flying Ukrainian flag

Re: Shameful lack of concern, 
March 14.

Just for the record Maree, the 
unvaxxed are supposed to be struck 
down by Covid, bedridden, sick, 
obviously not wandering around 
the community infecting people. 
Vaxxed sufferers are still infectious, 
but have mild or no symptoms 

and are thus more likely to be 
wandering around oblivious to their 
infectiousness and spreading it 
around. Logic?

CRAIG BAULD

PS: Of course, it occurs to me, it 
is going to be super-embarrassing if 
I die of Covid!

On chances of spreading it God, how I love the Gizzy 
Herald. Its disputatious 
readers make Hawke’s 
Bay Today look absolutely, 
positively boring. Whole pages 
of opinion on both March 11th 
and 12th, featuring many of 
the usual suspects as well 
as newbies who can’t resist 
raising their voices too. 

Thank goodness we live 
in Aotearoa, though Clive, I 
have to inform you that you’re 
barking on the wrong side of 
history. 

Gleefully and much 
entertained, I remain yours 
sincerely,

GERALDINE OLIVER

Love the raised voices

On Magic Talk yesterday, 
listeners were asked to 
comment on how, in their view, 
the Ministry of Health should 
be reporting New Zealand’s 
Covid death toll. Should the 
number of deaths WITH 
Covid be included with deaths 
FROM Covid? Quite clearly, 
they should not.

The public is interested 
to know the lethality of the 
disease and they can only 
gauge this from knowing that 
the reported deaths were 
caused directly by Covid. For 
the ministry to talk in terms 

of “Covid-related deaths” 
muddies the waters.

If the public are not to be 
alarmed unduly by the daily 
death toll, they should also be 
told the age (as reported in 
this paper), co-morbidities and 
vaccine status of the deceased.

Perhaps daily reporting of 
statistics on the leading causes 
of death in New Zealand such 
as lung cancer, ischaemic 
heart disease, breast cancer 
and diabetes might give some 
context to the Covid data.

PATRICK COOPER

Covid death toll muddied 

In the words of P.J.P. Newdick, 
S.C.F.V., 2D.T.E.

Mr Wilson, I do have a sense of 
humour. My sense of humour, like 
my opinions, differs from yours. I 
understand this and I can live with 
it. I truly believe it is what makes the 
difference between good debate and 
unacceptable drivel. I am not totally 
convinced that you understand this, 
but I live in hope that given time you 
too will come to this conclusion.

I tried to get Captain Cook’s 
views on this, but sadly he is dead 
and cannot speak for himself.

PHILIP NEWDICK 

Funny that . . .
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Cyclone kills 15 in Africa
MAPUTO, Mozambique — Cyclone Gombe 

has flooded large areas of northern and central 
Mozambique, killing 15 people, officials said on 
Monday.

The dead include five members of the same 
family in the Angoche coastal area of Nampula 
province, Governor Mety Gondola said. The 
number of injured is now at least 50, the Prime 
Minister’s office announced.

Gombe is the most recent of a series of 
cyclones that have hit southern Africa so far 
this year. The cyclones have highlighted how 
climate change may be affecting weather patterns 
and risking the lives of people in vulnerable 
places like Mozambique. The UN weather agency 
previously warned of more “high-impact tropical 
cyclones” that are linked to climate change hitting 
the region.

Most of the fatalities occurred when the cyclone 
first hit Mozambique’s northern coast on Friday 
last week and its strong winds and rains caused 
many houses to collapse, said the official update.

Some coastal districts in Nampula province 
remained isolated on Monday, without power, 
water and communication. — AP

Reporter injured in Ukraine
KYIV — Fox News reporter Benjamin Hall was 

injured while reporting outside of Kyiv on Monday 
and was hospitalised, the network said.

Hall is a Washington-based correspondent who 
covers the US State Department for Fox News, 
where he has worked since 2015.

“We have a minimal level of details right 
now, but Ben is hospitalised and our teams on 
the ground are working to gather additional 
information as the situation quickly unfolds,” 
Fox News Media CEO Suzanne Scott said in a 
message to Fox employees. — AP

Protester interrupts broadcast
NEW YORK — The live main evening news 

programme on Russia’s state television was 
briefly interrupted on Monday by a person who 
walked into the studio holding a poster against 
the war in Ukraine.

The OVD-Info website that monitors political 
arrests identified the woman who interrupted the 
broadcast on Channel 1 as Marina Ovsyannikova. 
The website said Ovsyannikova was detained and 
taken into police custody.

“What is going on now is a crime,” she said. 
“Russia is an aggressor country and Putin is 
solely responsible for that aggression.” — AP

Attack threatens food supply
KYIV — Russia’s war against Ukraine is 

threatening the global food supply and putting 
developing countries, especially the world’s 
poorest, at risk, the United Nations chief and the 
head of the UN food agency warned on Monday.

More than 40 African and least-developed 
countries import at least one-third of their wheat 
from Ukraine and Russia, and 18 of them import 
at least 50 percent, UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres told reporters. These countries include 
Egypt, Congo, Burkina Faso, Leban, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan and Yemen, he said.

“All of this is hitting the poorest the hardest 
and planting the seeds for political instability and 
unrest around the globe,” the secretary-general 
warned.

David Beasley, executive director of the World 
Food Programme, told The Associated Press 
during a visit to the Ukrainian city of Lviv that 50 
percent of the grain the programme buys to feed 
“the 125 million people we reach on any given 
day, week or month” comes from Ukraine, as does 
20 percent of the world’s supply of corn.

Guterres announced $40 million from the UN’s 
emergency fund to get critical supplies of food, 
water and medicine into Ukraine, where at least 
1.9 million people are displaced. — AP

Israel to build field hospital
JERUSALEM — Israel plans to set up a field 

hospital to provide medical treatment for refugees 
in western Ukraine, officials said on Monday.

The project is spearheaded by the country’s 
foreign and health ministries, according to a 
statement from Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett’s office. The hospital should be 
operational by next week, the foreign ministry 
said.

“It’s an initiative that not many countries can 
take upon themselves, and Israel has this ability 
and we are going forward,” Bennett said.

The Foreign Ministry said the hospital will 
operate for month, providing refugees with an 
emergency room, a delivery room, and other 
services. — AP

LVIV, Ukraine — Russia and Ukraine 
kept a fragile diplomatic path open with 
a new round of talks on Monday even as 
Moscow’s forces pounded away at Kyiv 
and other cities across the country in a 
punishing bombardment the Red Cross said 
has created “nothing short of a nightmare” 
for civilians.

Meanwhile, a convoy of 160 civilian cars 
left the encircled port city of Mariupol 
along a designated humanitarian route, the 
city council reported, in a rare glimmer 
of hope a week and a half into the lethal 
siege that has pulverised homes and other 
buildings and left people desperate for food, 
water, heat and medicine.

The latest negotiations, held via video 
conference, were the fourth round involving 
higher-level officials from the two countries 
and the first in a week. The talks ended 
without a breakthrough after several 
hours, with an aide to Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy saying the negotiators 
took “a technical pause” and planned to 
meet again on Tuesday.

The two sides had expressed some 
optimism in the past few days. 

Mykhailo Podolyak, the aide to Zelenskyy, 
tweeted that the negotiators would discuss 
“peace, ceasefire, immediate withdrawal of 
troops and security guarantees”.

Previous discussions, held in person in 
Belarus, produced no lasting humanitarian 
routes or agreements to end the fighting.

Overall, nearly all of the Russian military 
offensives remained stalled after making 
little progress over the weekend, according 
to a senior US defence official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to discuss the 
Pentagon’s assessment. Russian troops were 
still about 15 kilometres from the centre of 
Kyiv, the official said.

The official said that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s forces have launched more 
than 900 missiles but that Ukraine’s airspace 
is still contested, with Russia not achieving 
total air superiority.

Overnight, air raid alerts sounded in 
cities and towns around the country, from 
near the Russian border in the east to the 
Carpathian Mountains in the west, and 
fighting continued on the outskirts of Kyiv. 
Ukrainian officials said Russian forces 
shelled several suburbs of the capital.

Ukrainian authorities said two people 

were killed when the Russians struck an 
airplane factory in Kyiv, sparking a large fire. 
The Antonov factory is Ukraine’s largest 
aircraft plant and produces many of the 
world’s biggest cargo planes.

Russian artillery fire also hit a nine-
storey apartment building in the northern 
Obolonskyi district of the city, killing two 
more people, authorities said.

And a Russian airstrike near a Ukrainian 
checkpoint caused extensive damage to a 
downtown Kyiv neighbourhood, killing one 
person, Ukraine’s emergency agency said.

Kateryna Lot said she was in her 
apartment as her child did homework when 
they heard a loud explosion and ran to take 
shelter.

“The child became hysterical. Our 
windows and the balcony were shattered. 
Part of the floor fell down,” she said. “It was 
very, very scary.”

A town councillor for Brovary, east of 
Kyiv, was killed in fighting there, officials 
said. Shells also fell on the Kyiv suburbs 
of Irpin, Bucha and Hostomel, which have 
seen some of the worst fighting in Russia’s 
stalled attempt to take the capital, local 
authorities said.

Airstrikes were reported across the 
country, including the southern city 
of Mykolaiv, and the northern city of 
Chernihiv, where heat was knocked out 
to most of the town. Explosions also 
reverberated overnight around the Russian-
occupied Black Sea port of Kherson.

Nine people were killed in a rocket attack 
on a TV tower in the western village of 
Antopol, according to the region’s governor.

In the eastern city of Kharkiv, firefighters 
doused the smouldering remains of a four-
storey residential building. It was unclear 
whether there were casualties. — AP

Attack continues as 

two sides hold talks

LETHAL SIEGE: Residents watch on as Ukrainian firefighters work in an apartment building after it was hit by artillery shelling in 
Kyiv on Monday.  AP picture

WASHINGTON — Face to face, President 
Joe Biden’s national security adviser warned a 
top Chinese official on Monday about China’s 
support for Russia in the Ukrainian invasion, 
even as the Kremlin denied reports it had 
requested Chinese military equipment to use in 
the war.

US adviser Jake Sullivan and senior Chinese 
foreign policy adviser Yang Jiechi met in Rome, 
with the Biden administration increasingly 
concerned that China is using the Ukraine war 
to advance Beijing’s long-term interest in its 
competition with the United States.

Sullivan was seeking clarity on Beijing’s 
posture and was warning the Chinese anew that 
assistance for Russia — including helping it 
avert sanctions imposed by the US and Western 
allies — would be costly for them.

“The national security adviser and our 
delegation raised directly and very clearly our 
concerns about the PRC’s support to Russia in 
the wake of the invasion, and the implications 
that any such support would have for the 
PRC’s relationship not only with us, but for 
its relationships around the world,” said State 
Department spokesman Ned Price, using the 
initials for the People’s Republic of China.

Meanwhile, two administration officials said 
the US had determined that China had signalled 
to Russia that it would be willing to provide 

military support for the campaign in Ukraine and 
financial backing to help stave off the impact 
of severe sanctions imposed by the West. The 
officials said that assessment had been relayed 
to Western and Asian allies and partners earlier 
on Monday.

“Moscow has received a positive response 
from Beijing,” said one official, describing a 
diplomatic cable sent to US embassies asking 
for them to inform their host governments of 
the information. The officials spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive 
information.

Sullivan made clear during an “intense” seven-
hour meeting that the Biden administration has 
deep concerns about China’s alignment with 
Russia at this time, White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki said.

In advance of the talks, Sullivan bluntly 
warned China to avoid helping Russia evade 
punishment from global sanctions that have 
hammered the Russian economy. 

“We will not allow that to go forward,” he said. 
Russia, however, denied it needed China’s help.

“No, Russia has its own potential to continue 
the operation, which, as we have said, is 
unfolding in accordance with the plan and  
will be completed on time and in full,” said 
Dmitry Peskov, President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman. — AP

US warns China over support for Russia
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Section/Paddock

Clean Up

027 455 5964
www.avantstcontracting.com

Deal to long grass, gorse, blackberry up to 20mm thick

AVANTST CONTRACTING
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Cnr Derby St & Palmerston Rd, Gisborne

surveyor@surveygis.co.nz
www.surveygis.co.nz  P: 06 868 5588

Registered Professional &
Licensed Cadastral Surveyors

  
We have vacancies for

Cadastral Surveyors to take up a
career and business opportunities.

・Subdivisions & Land Development

・Boundary Location & Redefinitions

・Maori Land Partitions & Occupations

・Topographic Site Surveys

42921-02

Tranquillity in a Stunning Rural Landscape

kees@knapdale.co.nz   P: 027 446 5658

www.knapdale.co.nz
40251-02

Firewood available

Speciality Sawn Timbers

45165-01

BORDERS ARE OPEN

Now is the time to book!

Tree Surgery | Stump Grinding | Hedges

P. 027 395 9153
E. jono@advtreesol.co
www.advanced-treesolutions.com
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From hedges, formative pruning & 
weight reductions to complete removal, 

the team at ATS are here to help. 
No job too big or too small.

Specialist in Utility Arboriculture

43525-01

Garage doors

Roller doors

Sectional doors

Automatic openers

Repairs

Free Quotes

390 Gladstone Road, Gisborne

Ph 06 867 2410

sales@dominatorgisborne.co.nz

•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Oncall
021 960 472

4/7 Oncall

•
•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Oncall
021 960 4724/7 Oncall

•
•
•
•
•
•

4/7 Oncall
1 960 472

•  Fire Alarm Systems      •  Sprinkler Systems

•  Fire Extinguishers      •  ISO Accredited 9001 

•  Building Warrant of Fitness (BWOF) Compliance

•  Independent Qualifi ed Person (IQP)

•  Commercial Installations

•  Master Electricians Certifi ed

•  Independent Qualifi ed Person (IQP)

CONTACT OFFICE 06 281 0211

fred@elitefi re.co.nz 021 960 948

CONTACT OFFICE 06 281 0211

nate@eliteei.co.nz 027 257 0514

fred@eliteei.co.nz  021 960 948

THE PAINT THE PROFESSIONALS USE
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FREE
We can help with 
all of the above 
and more! Our FREE 
service to you

Not sure where to 
start?  Don’t know 
what to do?  How 
much will it cost?  
What options are 
there? We will come 
to you . . .

291 Palmerston Road  Gisborne 4010  

Ph 868 4656

www.gizzywaste.co.nz 06-867-3606

info@gizzywaste.co.nz 027-434-0924
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• Septic Tank Suction
• Sumps and Pump Chamber Suction

• General, Green and Hardfill Waste Skip Bins
• Short-term and Permanent Skip Bins

Friendly, Reliable and Affordable.
WINZ approved supplier.

Town and Rural service provider.

PHONE PETE: 027 662 1264
OFFICE: 06 863 3385
EmaIl: peteelec@xtra.co.nz
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For all your Electrical requirements 
Specialists in new homes, new kitchens, 

bathrooms and alterations.  
Registered Electricians, quality workmanship 

and prompt professional service.

ELECTRICAL
DOMESTIC | COMMERICAL

PETE LEADER

Serious about 
selling? So am l

Contact Karyn today!  
027 515 5398  |  karyn.anderson@pb.co.nz

Property Brokers Ltd  Licensed REAA 2008

PB048525 

pb.co.nz

38814-01
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Your guide to the best trades and service businesses in Gisborne…
to be included please call 869 0617 or your account manager. 38344-01

5

Phone your account
manager or

Andy Searle 869 0616
Andy.Searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

Build your business
here for as little as 

        
Book  a 

space 

today!

45479-01

44668-0144668-01

44819-01

 Affordable Fees for me 

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Affordable Fees for me

 Help my business thrive 

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

 My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted 

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw
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Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

New clients will receive a Xero 

subscription with 50% off, for three 
months. (Terms and conditions apply).

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Contact: 

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

JBA Accountants & B

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

s & Business Advisors 

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Need a new Accountant? 

Affordable Fees for me

Help my business thrive

My Annual Accounts and Tax sorted

Phone: 06 8671905 or 0276156145

Access our FREE “Seven questions to ask uour 
Accountant” resource from our website: 
bit.ly/39hLspw

Phone: 027 6156145              

Email: admin@jba.net.nz

• Advanced Construction

• Resene Construction system

• Exterior plastering
 

Gib fi xing and stopping  |  Repair leaking 
water tanks  |  Qualifi ed LBP Tradesman

 

PHONE  027 474 9786  A/H  867 3356

41770-01

06 867 7771  |  admin@electrinet.nz

Your local specialists in Power,
Domestic and Commercial Electrical, Plumbing,

Gas, Aircon, Refrigeration, Drainlaying,
Fire Protection, Data and Comms.

40993-03

06 867 7771  |  admin@electrinet.nz

Domestic and Commercial Electrical, Plumbing,
Your local specialists in

Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying
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For all your glazing needs. 
From your home to the car and 

everything in between.

711 Gladstone Road, Gisborne 
Ph 06 867 2509, 027 4555 333

gisborne@novus.co.nz
www.novus.co.nz 

Authorised Independent Franchise

 

DONALDSON PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Your exterior property specialists 
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Ben Donaldson 021 2456 155
ben@donaldsonpropertymaintenance.co.nz

We can clean your buildings, 
driveways, paths, decks, fences,  

gutters and spouting. 

• Water blasting 
• Softwash building and roofs
• Water tank cleaning 
• Moss and mould treatment

www.donaldsonpropertymaintenance.co.nz

Your exterior 
property specialists

40319-01

39097-01



LONDON — Britain’s top court on Monday 
refused WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 
permission to appeal against a decision to 
extradite him to the US to face spying charges.

The court said it refused because the case 
“didn’t raise an arguable point of law”.

Assange, 50, has sought for years to avoid 
a trial in the US on a series of charges related 
to WikiLeaks’ publication of a huge trove of 
classified documents more than a decade ago.

The case is now expected to be formally sent 
to British Home Secretary Priti Patel, who will 
decide whether to grant the extradition.

A British district court judge had initially 
rejected a US extradition request on the grounds 
that Assange was likely to kill himself if held 
under harsh US prison conditions. US authorities 
later provided assurances that the WikiLeaks 
founder wouldn’t face the severe treatment that 
his lawyers said would put his physical and 
mental health at risk.

In December, the High Court overturned 
the lower court’s decision, saying that the US 
promises were enough to guarantee that Assange 
would be treated humanely.

Monday’s news narrows Assange’s options, but 
his defence team may still seek to take his case 
to the European Court of Human Rights. 

Nick Vamos, the former head of extradition at 
the Crown Prosecution Service, said Assange’s 
lawyers can also seek to challenge other points 
that he had lost in the original district court 
decision.

Barry Pollack, Assange’s US-based lawyer, said 
on Monday that it was “extremely disappointing” 
that Britain’s Supreme Court is unwilling to hear 
the appeal.

“Mr Assange will continue the legal process 
fighting his extradition to the United States to 
face criminal charges for publishing truthful and 
newsworthy information,” he said.

Assange’s British lawyers, Birnberg Peirce 
Solicitors, said they can make submissions to the 
Home Secretary within the next four weeks, ahead 
of her making any decision.

American prosecutors say Assange unlawfully 
helped US Army intelligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning steal classified diplomatic cables and 
military files that WikiLeaks later published, 
putting lives at risk.

But supporters and lawyers for Assange argue 
that he was acting as a journalist and is entitled 
to First Amendment protections of freedom of 
speech for publishing documents that exposed 
US military wrongdoing in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
They argue that his case is politically motivated.

If convicted, Assange’s lawyers say he could 
face up to 175 years in jail in the US, although 
American authorities have said the sentence was 
likely to be much lower than that.

Assange’s partner Stella Moris, who has two 
young children with him, said on Sunday they 
have been given permission to marry in prison 
later this month. — AP

Assange denied 
permission to 
appeal extradition

PARIS — France lifted most Covid-19 
restrictions on Monday, abolishing the need 
to wear face masks in most settings and 
allowing people who aren’t vaccinated back 
into restaurants, sports arenas and other 
venues.

The move had been announced earlier 
this month by the 
French government 
based on assessments 
of the improving 
situation in hospitals 
and following weeks 
of a steady decline in 
infections. 

It comes less than 
a month before the first round of the 
presidential election scheduled on April 10.

But in recent days, the number of new 
infections has started increasing again, 
raising concerns from some scientists it may 
be too soon to lift restrictions. The number 

of new infections have reached more than 
60,000 based on a seven-day average, up 
from about 50,000 a week before.

Starting from Monday, people are no 
longer required to show proof of vaccination 
to enter places like restaurants and bars, 
cinemas, theatres, fairs and to use inter-

regional transport. 
The so-called vaccine 
pass had taken effect 
at the end of January.

A restaurant owner 
in Paris, Laurent 
Negre, praised a 
“return to normality”.

“We got used to 
these restrictions and complicated protocols 
so we will enjoy work more now. So it’s 
good news,” he said.

Parisian Bartholome Laisi, 23, said “it’s 
a good thing because people will be able 
to get more freedom of movement. But we 

need to be careful and monitor it, to avoid 
another (virus) wave right after.”

In hospitals and nursing homes, 
unvaccinated people must provide a recent 
negative test or proof of recent recovery to 
enter.

Wearing masks is no longer required in 
schools, businesses and offices. They remain 
mandatory on public transportation and at 
hospitals and other health facilities.

Jocelyne Muller, living near Paris, was still 
wearing her mask on Monday in the streets 
of the French capital as she was just getting 
out of the suburban train.

“It’s a relief to be able to remove it even 
though the mask does not bother me 
particularly,” she said. “Now we just hope 
that it will bring back people in the cinemas, 
theatres and all artistic places.”

More than 92 percent of people age 12 
and over are fully vaccinated in France, 
which has a population of 67 million. — AP

French delighted by 
‘return to normality’

‘
 It’s a good thing because 

people will be able to get 
more freedom of movement 

’  —Laurent Negre

LONDON — The British Government has 
launched its Homes for Ukraine site for those 
wanting to register to host a refugee, with 
25,000 signing up in the first three hours.

Housing and Communities Secretary Michael 
Gove said the UK had a history of “supporting 
the most vulnerable during their darkest 
hours”.

He said there would be no limit to how many 
Ukrainians could enter the UK under the visa 
sponsorship scheme.

Each household housing a refugee will be 
offered £350 a month, tax free.

They will not be expected to provide food 
and living expenses but can choose to offer 
this.

People who wish to offer a rent-free space in 
their home or a separate residence, for at least 
six months, can register their interest from now.

They will be able to individually sponsor a 
Ukrainian national’s visa from Friday. Those 
initial applications will rely on the applicant 
knowing a named individual from Ukraine they 
want to help.

But Ukrainian refugees with no family or 
other links to the UK can and will be hosted as 
part of the scheme, Gove said.

He said the sponsorship scheme was initially 
only between people who are already known to 
each other so it gets “up and running as soon 

as possible”.
The scheme will be expanded with the 

support of charities, community groups and 
churches who can help with matching refugees 

to hosts.
No time scale has been announced for when 

this will happen but Mr Gove said it would 
expand “rapidly”. — BBC

Homes for Ukraine scheme launches in UK

SEEKING REFUGE: More than 2.8 million people have fled Ukraine in the wake 
of Russia’s invasion, according to the UN refugee agency. AP picture

The Gisborne Herald • Tuesday, March 15, 202216  WORLD

TRADE SERVICES

Build your business
It’s a no brainer

Phone your account
manager or

Andy Searle 869 0616
Andy.Searle@gisborneherald.co.nz

40908-01

Book  a 

space 

today!
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Call Ray 027 477 8341
supercleankiwi@gmail.com

www.superclean.kiwi.nz

Carpet Cleaning
Services

•  Steam cleaning specialists

•  For a deep, restorative, steam clean

•  Residential, commercial, school cleaning

Carpet Cleaning
Services

ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz

Tree Surgeons Ltd

ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz

ree Surgeons Ltd
ND (ARB), DIP. FORESTRY

99 Innes Street, Gisborne

ax 06 868 6453

paul@rtsl.co.nz

www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz
www.robertstreesurgeons.co.nz
accounts@rtsl.co.nz  99 Innes St, Gisborne

Ph 06 868 6463

Free 

quotes

  Pruning and felling    Stump grinding 

  Powerline clearance    Inspection reports

  Planting and tree transplanting  

  Hedge trimming    Site clearance

  Mushroom compost    Mulch
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4
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“To provide 
the best 

arboricultural 
service in 
Gisborne”

Full insurance

Doing bathroom renovations?
or have an event coming up?

WE DELIVER PORTA-LOOS GISBORNE WIDE

027 455 4994
Call for your free quote today!

Gisborne 
Porta-loo Hire

WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

38476-02



AMSTERDAM — Australia and the 
Netherlands have initiated legal action 
against Russia for the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH17, in what has been 
described as a “major step forward” in the 
fight for truth and justice.

The case was announced on Monday 
in The Hague, and Canberra is the latest 
bid to hold Russia legally responsible for 
the missile strike that brought down the 
passenger jet over eastern Ukraine on July 
17, 2014, killing all 298 people on board.

An international investigation concluded 
that the Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur 
flight was shot down from territory held 
by separatist rebels using a Buk missile 
system that was driven into Ukraine from a 
Russian military base and then returned to 
the base. Moscow denies involvement.

The Dutch government said the timing 
of the case isn’t connected to Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine, but alluded to the 
devastating conflict in its announcement.

Foreign Affairs Minister Wopke 
Hoekstra stressed that the Dutch 
government would continue to do all it 
could to hold Russia responsible.

“The deaths of 298 civilians, including 
196 Dutch citizens, cannot remain without 
consequences,” he said. “The current 
events in Ukraine underscore the crucial 
importance of that.”

The Australian government said in a 
statement that “Russia’s unprovoked and 
unjustified invasion of Ukraine and the 
escalation of its aggression underscores 
the need to continue our enduring efforts 
to hold Russia to account for its blatant 
violation of international law and the UN 
Charter, including threats to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and airspace”.

Among the victims were 38 residents 

 of Australia.
The latest legal action comes as the 

Dutch murder trial in absentia of three 
Russians and a Ukrainian for their alleged 
roles in the downing of MH17 continues. 
Verdicts are expected late this year. 

Prosecutors have sought life sentences 
for the suspects. Three of the suspects have 
boycotted the trial, one is represented by 
a Dutch legal team, which insists he is 
innocent.

The new ICAO case follows Russia’s 
decision to walk away in October 2020 
from negotiations with the Netherlands 
and Australia over state responsibility for 
the flight’s downing.

Dutch Infrastructure Minister Mark 
Harbers said the latest legal action is aimed 
at securing international recognition “that 
Russia is responsible for the MH17 disaster. 
Next of kin have a right to that.” — AP

Australia takes legal 
action over MH17

‘FIGHT FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE’: The Dutch and Australian governments have launched a legal case against Russia at the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation seeking to hold Moscow accountable for its alleged role in the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH17.  AP picture

NEW YORK — William Hurt, the Oscar-
winning US actor whose roles ranged from 
acclaimed 1980s dramas to Marvel films, has 
died at the age of 71.

Hurt won the best actor Oscar in 1986 for 
playing a prisoner in a Brazilian jail in Kiss of 
the Spider Woman.

He was nominated two more times in the next 
two years, for Children of a Lesser God and 
Broadcast News.

In recent years, he has been known as 
General Thaddeus “Thunderbolt” Ross in five 
Marvel blockbusters.

Hurt made his Hollywood breakthrough at the 
start of the 1980s in films including Body Heat 
alongside Kathleen Turner

Hollywood website Deadline quoted a 
statement from Hurt’s son Will as saying: “It is 
with great sadness that the Hurt family mourns 
the passing of William Hurt, beloved father and 
Oscar-winning actor, on March 13, 2022, one 
week before his 72nd birthday.

“He died 
peacefully, among 
family, of natural 
causes. The family 
requests privacy at 
this time.”

Variety said the 
news was confirmed 
by Hurt’s friend Gerry 
Byrne.

He received 
his third Oscar 
nomination in three 
years for Broadcast 
News in 1988.

Fellow Marvel actor 
Mark Ruffalo wrote on Twitter: “Wow, another 
major loss to the acting community. Great actor. 
Great mind. RIP.”

Matthew Modine described him as 
“a consummate professional” who was 
“continually searching for greater truth and 

human understanding”.
Antonio Banderas said “a great actor has 

left us”, while other tributes came from Russell 
Crowe, M Night Shyamalan and Rebecca Front.

Hurt began acting on stage in the 1970s 
before making his big-screen breakthrough as 
an obsessed scientist in Altered States, which 
earned him a best newcomer nomination at the 
Golden Globes in 1981.

That year, he also starred as a womanising 
lawyer in erotic thriller Body Heat, before being 
cast in The Big Chill and Gorky Park.

Winning an Oscar for playing a gay man who 
shares a cell with a political prisoner in Kiss of 
the Spider Woman was “very isolating”, he later 
told the Los Angeles Times.

“The instant they gave it to me, I thought, 
God, what do I do now? How am I going to walk 
into a room and have any other actor trust me?”

That did not stop him getting two more 
consecutive nominations, though, before 
roles in The Accidental Tourist, Lost in Space, 

Contagion and AI. Then came a fourth Oscar 
nomination for David Cronenberg’s A History of 
Violence in 2006.

He also received Emmy nominations for 
playing Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson in 
2011’s Too Big to Fail, and for legal TV drama 
Damages.

He returned to the theatre in productions 
including Henry V, A Midsummer Night Dream 
and Hurlyburly, the latter of which saw him 
recognised with a nomination at Broadway’s 
Tony Awards.

He was regarded as a compelling but 
complex and often confrontational presence, 
however. Fame was “a challenge” and “not a 
happy condition for me”, he admitted.

“It’s a privilege and a responsibility, and 
I’m not sure I carried the responsibility well 
at times, which is embarrassing,” he told The 
Telegraph in 2013. 

The actor revealed in 2018 that he had been 
diagnosed with terminal prostate cancer. — AP

Fans and colleagues pay tribute to Oscar-winning actor

WILLIAM HURT

NEW YORK — A search was under way on 
Monday for a gunman who has been stalking 
homeless men sleeping on the streets of 
Washington, DC, and New York City, fatally 
shooting two people and wounding three 
more in less than two weeks.

Police released surveillance photographs 
of the suspected gunman on Sunday, 
including one in which the hooded man can 
be seen holding a pistol in a blue glove.

The killer’s motive — if any — was 
unknown and authorities turned their 
attention to trying to offer what protections 
they could to homeless people who might 
become targets.

New York Mayor Eric Adams said police 
officers and homeless outreach teams would 
focus on finding unhoused people in the 
subways and other locations and would urge 
them to seek refuge at city-owned shelters.

“The case is a clear and horrific intentional 
act of taking the life of someone, it appears, 
because he was homeless,” Adams said at a 
news conference. 

“Two individuals were shot while sleeping 
on the streets — not committing a crime but 
sleeping on the streets.”

The latest violence underscored the 
urgency to get the homeless off the streets 
and into safe housing, said Jacquelyn 
Simone, the policy director for the Coalition 
for the Homeless in New York City.

The earliest known shooting happened 
at around 4am on March 3 in Washington 
DC, police said, when a man was shot and 
wounded in the city’s Northeast section. A 
second man was wounded on March 8, just 
before 1.30am.

At 3am the next day, March 9, police 
and firefighters found a dead man inside a 
burning tent. A subsequent autopsy revealed 
that the man had died of multiple stab and 
gunshot wounds.

The killer then apparently travelled north to 
New York City, police said.

At 4.30am on Saturday, a 38-year-old man 
sleeping on the street in Manhattan not far 
from the entrance to the Holland Tunnel was 
shot in his right arm as he slept.

The victim screamed and the gunman fled, 
police said.

About 90 minutes later, the gunman fatally 
shot another man on Lafayette Street in SoHo, 
police said. The man’s body was found in his 
sleeping bag just before 5pm on Saturday.

Police determined the same person 
committed the attacks based on the 
similarities of each shooting and evidence 
recovered from the scenes. The victims were 
attacked without provocation, police said.

“We are committed to sharing every 
investigative path, clue and piece of evidence 
with our law enforcement partners to bring 
this investigation to a swift conclusion and 
the individual behind these vicious crimes 
to justice,” Metropolitan Police Chief Robert 
Contee said. — AP

Man sought after 
shooting five 
homeless men
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by Sahiban Hyde,  
Hawke’s Bay Today

HASTINGS — The manager 
of a pharmacy serving as 
a collection site for rapid 
antigen tests (RATs) says 
staff are copping abuse and 
“ratty behaviour”, while 
another pharmacy had a brick 
thrown through its window.

Hastings Unichem manager 
and pharmacist Alex Chan 
said they opted to be a 
collection site for RATs as 
it was a service they could 
provide for their customers.

Mr Chan said on March 
4, when the phone went off 
auto answer, 
the demand for 
RATs began 
and then it 
increased, and 
had been a 
constant since.

“We had to 
continuously 
service 
customers 
collecting the 
subsidised 
RATs outside 
the pharmacy, with non-stop 
phone calls about them — on 
top of our usual work flow.”

Being on the front line and 
dealing with “ratty people” 
was unpleasant on top of 
having to wear full PPE, 
“drenched in sweat”, trying 
to read and type through fit-
tested masks and visors.

Most people were grateful 
though, he said.

But there were delays and 
occasionally conflict when 
some people ended up joining 
the queue but not knowing 
what they needed to do to get 
an order for collection. 

“We are then expected 
to immediately serve, 

troubleshoot and solve their 
demands,” Mr Chan said.

He said there was a “poor 
chain of communication” from 
the Ministry of Health from 
the day the administration 
system was updated and 
changed to the “behavioural 
management” of incoming 
traffic. That was when the 
number of people turning 
up expecting to be handed 
out a RAT without an order 
“increased by the hour”.

“It became clear by the end 
of the week that we were 
damned if we did and damned 
if we didn’t provide this 
service.”

Upon appeal, 
the Hawke’s 
Bay district 
health board 
(DHB) provided 
the pharmacy 
with two 
administrative 
staff to help out, 
along with a 
security guard.

Meanwhile, 
the pharmacist 
at Westshore 

Pharmacy, Karen Ng, said her 
pharmacy opted out of being 
a collection site when they 
realised how much pressure 
they would be put under.

“The roll-out of free RATs 
to the general public was a 
disaster from the beginning 
from our pharmacy’s point of 
view.”

She said they agreed to a 
very specific contract, which 
included critical workers with 
close-contact exemptions, 
who were vaccinated and 
asymptomatic.

“Controlled, documented 
and barely paid 50 cents — 
but a necessity to keep the 
country moving,” Ms Ng said.

And then, last week, all hell 
broke loose, she said.

“What was worse than 
the public showing up first 
thing — before our doors 
even opened — to demand 
their free tests with no 
documentation and then 
abusing us for it, was that 
there was zero warning to us 
that a procedural change in 
RATs’ collection points was 
coming.”

Suddenly they were being 
“abused, the phone was 
ringing off the hook and . . . 
people were ordering multiple 
tests, with zero proof they 
were close contacts”.

“After that first day, I 
went home crying and I 
immediately opted out of 
being a collection site.”

Ms Ng said she and 
some of her colleagues had 
experienced abuse and 
threats from members of the 
public.

She claimed one pharmacy 
had even had its window 
broken by a customer, who 
threw a brick in when the 
pharmacy had run out of 
RATs to give out that day.

“Some pre-planning, DHB 
or city council involvement 
is crucial to ensure your 
primary healthcare workforce 
— especially vaccinating 
pharmacies — should not 
have to bear the full weight 
of this roll-out as we were 
already so close to burning 
out and striking.”

The Ministry of Health 
responds

A Ministry of Health 
spokesperson said it was 
“ultimately a business 
decision” for each pharmacy 
whether they opted in to be a 

RAT collection site or not.
“During the shift to RATs 

as our primary testing 
modality, DHBs offered 
pharmacies the opportunity 
to become RAT collection sites 
through an expression-of-
interest process.

“The ministry always 
engages with national 
pharmacy sector 
organisations and DHB 
representatives ahead of any 
changes.”

There was a need for work 
to be completed at pace due to 
the rapid spread of Omicron, 
but the Ministry of Health 
said they also wanted to 
acknowledge the mahi that 
was being carried out by 
pharmacies at this time who 
were supporting the public 
health response.

“Given the high demand 
for testing, the Ministry of 
Health is continuing to ask 
the public to be patient and 
to be kind to staff who are 
distributing the RATs.”

Gee’s Pharmacy coping, so far

Collection site Gee’s 
Pharmacy in Taradale said 
they had not had a bad 
experience yet, but they 
could also understand 
how the demand could get 
overwhelming for some 
pharmacies.

Owner Chris Marshall 
said he and his wife had the 
capacity to carry out the 
service because they had 
enough staff to be a collection 
site. 

“The majority of people  
have been really good. 

“In the past 10 days or 
so, we have handed out 
approximately 2000 RAT 
kits.”

RAT roll-out ‘a disaster’ 
for some pharmacies

COLLECTION SITE: A customer receives some rapid antigen tests (RATs) at Gee’s Pharmacy, in Taradale.   Picture by Paul Taylor

by William Hewett, Newshub

AUCKLAND — Russians living in 
New Zealand have been experiencing 
a rise in hostility, bullying and abuse 
from some New Zealanders following 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Dennis Vlasin, a Russian living 
in New Zealand, told the AM Show 
yesterday that he knew of some kids 
who were being bullied at school 
because they were Russian.

“My own kids are too young to go 
to school, but I’ve heard from some 
of my friends that their children 
are being bullied because they are 
Russian, and they are being asked 
questions like, ‘Why are you so 
aggressive?’, ‘Why are you attacking 
Ukraine?’ 

“And, they are being called ‘bad’, 
and also some really rude words,” Mr 
Vlasin told the AM Show. 

“Children have been coming back 
home in tears and parents have been 
crying as well. 

“They have had conversations 
with principals and teachers and 
it’s kind of a really bad thing that is 
happening (to Russian children in 
NZ) now.”

Mr Vlasin said a lot of Russians 
moved here because of the decisions 
(Russian President) Vladimir Putin 
had made. 

He told the AM Show that many 
Russians in New Zealand were trying 
to support each other right now, but 
they were also really wanting to show 
their support for Ukrainians. 

“We never voted for this 
government, but we still feel kind of 
responsible for it . . . 

“But I’m not sure if that is correct 
to feel like that anyway,” he said. 

“We are trying to support each 
other through different groups. 
Plenty of Russians are going 
to friendly protests alongside 
Ukrainians — the ‘Stop the war in 
Ukraine’ marches, for instance. 

“We’re supporting each other all 
the time, we’re sharing information 
and we are trying to do as much as 
we can for each other.”  

Mr Vlasin is the founder of Kiwi 
Education, where he tries to help 
people move from overseas to settle 
in New Zealand.

He said the number of inquiries 
from people in Russia had increased 
“significantly”.

“People want to come here, they 
have been planning to come here to 
New Zealand for some time, but now 
they want to speed up that process 
— obviously. They want to come 
here desperately, both Russians and 
Ukrainians.”

Russians in NZ
facing bullying, 
abuse at school

Hawke’s Bay chemists speak out about struggles 

Ms Ng said she 
and some of her 
colleagues had 
experienced abuse 
and threats from 
members of the 
public.   IN BRIEF

Pedestrian dies near Tirau

TIRAU — A pedestrian died after being struck by 
four vehicles near Tirau at the weekend.

The person was walking on State Highway 1 in 
Pairere heading towards Tirau when they were hit 
by a vehicle at about 8.30pm on Saturday night.

Police believed the victim was then run over by 
three more vehicles.

Police had identified two of the subsequent 
vehicles, but were yesterday asking the public 
to help identify the third vehicle. which had been 
described as a flat-deck ute.

Police received several calls from motorists in 
the area around the time that the person was run 
over.

Anyone with any information that could assist 
police piece together the events leading up to the 
incident was urged to contact police, quoting the 
file number 220313/9231. Alternatively, information 
could be given to Crime Stoppers anonymously 
by calling 0800 555 111. — NZ Herald
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TUESDAY—WEDNESDAY’S TELEVISION GUIDE

 5pm The Chase 0  

Quiz show where 

contestants must stay 

one step ahead of The 

Chaser.

 6pm 1 News At 6pm 0  

The latest news, sport, 

and weather.

 7pm Seven Sharp 0  

Stories of the day from 

around New Zealand.

 7.30 Dog Squad PG 0   

New Zealand working 

dogs and their handlers 

carry out their daily 

duties.

 8pm Carlos’ Reno Rescue 0   

Carlos, Jarrod and 

Jewel renovate a room 

for youth advocate, Jay 

Parker.

 8.30 N Nurses Down 

Under M 0   

Witness medical dramas 

through the eyes of 

the nurses at three 

of Sydney’s busiest 

hospitals.

 9.30 Coronation Street PG 0 

 10.30 1 News Tonight 0 

 11pm Shortland Street PGVC 3 

0 

 11.30 Sunday 3 0  

A weekly in-depth current 

affairs show.

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.25 Inside Central 

Station PGV 3 0  

Tracking the daily 

challenges of Sydney 

trains, on one of the 

world’s biggest and 

busiest rail networks.

 1.20 Te Karere 3 

 1.45 Infomercials 

 5.35 Te Karere 3 

 6am Breakfast 0 

 9am The Ellen DeGeneres 

Show PG 0 

 10am Tipping Point 3 0 

 11am The Chase 3 0 

 Noon 1 News At Midday 0 

 12.30 Emmerdale PG 0   

Charles tries to explain 

himself; Manpreet 

gets a shock; Jai has a 

decision to make.

 1pm Coronation Street PG 3 

0 

 2pm Kirstie And Phil’s Love 

It Or List It 3 0 

 3pm Tipping Point 0 

 4pm Te Karere 

 4.30 Neighbours PG 0   

Paul pays the 

ultimate price for his 

lie; Leo’s decision 

ignites devastation; 

Aaron blames Chloe 

for destroying his 

happiness.

 5pm The Chase 0 

 5.05 Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6pm Trucking Hell M 

 7pm RBT MC 

 7.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 8.30 Trucking Hell M 

 9.30 Outback Truckers PGL 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Addicted To Fishing PG 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12am Addicted To Fishing PG 

 12.30 Wheel Of Fortune 

 1am Jeopardy! 

 1.25 RBT MC 

 1.50 Outback Truckers PGL 

 2.35 Trucking Hell M 

 3.30 Trucking Hell M 

 4.20 Person Of Interest M 

 5.10 The Mentalist MVC 

 6am Jeopardy! 

 6.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 6.45 Pawn Stars PG 

 7.10 Counting Cars PG 

 7.35 Addicted To Fishing PG 

 8am Addicted To Fishing PG 

 8.25 RBT MC 

 8.50 Trucking Hell M 

 9.40 The Mentalist MVC 

 10.30 Person Of Interest M 

 11.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 Noon Jeopardy! 

 12.25 Wheel Of Fortune 

 12.50 Trucking Hell M 

 1.40 Outback Truckers PGL 

 2.30 The Mentalist MVC 

 3.20 Addicted To Fishing PG 

 3.45 Addicted To Fishing PG 

 4.10 Jeopardy! 

 4.35 Wheel Of Fortune 

 5pm Counting Cars PG 

 5.30 Pawn Stars PG 

 6.25 The Outpost 16VLC 2020 

Drama. Scott Eastwood, 

Orlando Bloom.

 8.30 The High Note ML 2020 

Drama. Rather than play 

it safe, a middle-aged 

singing icon and her 

overworked personal 

assistant believe the 

time has come to sing 

a new tune. Tracee Ellis 

Ross, Dakota Johnson.

 10.25 Crisis 16VC 2020 Thriller. 

Gary Oldman, Armie 

Hammer.

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.20 Four Good Days MVLSC 

2019 Drama. Mila Kunis, 

Glenn Close.

 2am The Furies 18VL 2019 Horror. 

Airlie Dodds, Linda Ngo.

 3.25 Charm City Kings 16VLC 

2020 Drama. Jahi Di’Allo 

Winston, Meek Mill.

 5.25 The Unholy MVLC 2021 

Horror. Jeffrey Dean 

Morgan, Cricket Brown.

 7.01 Great White 16VLC 2020 

Horror. Katrina Bowden, Te 

Kohe Tuhaka.

 8.30 Voyagers 16VS 2021 

Adventure. Colin Farrell, 

Tye Sheridan, Lily-Rose 

Depp.

 10.15 Songbird 16V 2020 Thriller. 

KJ Apa, Sofia Carson.

 11.40 Radioactive M 2019 Drama.

 1.30 Escape From 

Pretoria MVLSC 2020 Thriller.

 3.15 Unpregnant MLSC 2020 

Comedy.

 5pm Snake Eyes: GI Joe 

Origins MVL 2021 Action.

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC  

When Lightning Strikes.

 6.35 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 7.30 Outback Opal 

Hunters PG 

 8.30 Expedition X MLC  

Devil in the Forest.

 9.30 What On Earth? PG 

Temple of the Island 

Eater.

 10.30 What On Earth? PG 

Horror of Dead Mans 

Island.

 11.25 Naked And Afraid MVL 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.15 Maine Cabin Masters PG 

 1.05 Unexplained And 

Unexplored PG 

 1.55 Deadliest Catch PG 

 2.45 Naked And Afraid MVL 

 3.35 Yukon Men MLC 

 4.25 Alaska: The Last 

Frontier PG 

 5.15 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 6.05 How Do They Do It? PG 

 6.30 Man Caves PG 

 6.55 You Have Been 

Warned MLC 

 7.45 Maine Cabin Masters PG 

 8.35 Top Gear PG 

 9.25 Fast N’ Loud PG 

 10.20 Expedition X MLC 

 11.15 What On Earth? PG 

 12.10 How Do They Do It? PG 

 12.35 Man Caves PG 

 1.05 Unexplained And 

Unexplored PG 

 2pm Naked And Afraid MVL 

 2.55 Aussie Gold Hunters PG 

 3.50 Deadliest Catch MLC 

 4.45 Alaska: The Last 

Frontier MLC 

 5.40 Fast N’ Loud MLC 

 5pm The Simpsons PG 3 0   

Bart’s voodoo doll spell 

accidentally makes his 

teacher pregnant.

 5.30 Friends 3 0 

 6pm The Big Bang Theory PG 3 

0 

 6.30 Home And Away PG 0 

 7pm Shortland Street PGVC 0 

 7.30 Travel Guides PG 0   

The Travel Guides are in 

Turkey for a holiday full of 

exotic culture, history and 

surprises.

 8.30 CSI: Vegas 16V 0   

Grissom and Sara close-in 

on who framed Hodges; a 

plane lands at McCarran 

Airport and everyone 

onboard is dead.

 9.25 FBI: International MVC 0   

The team investigates 

a journalist’s death 

by poison after his 

attempt to meet with an 

anonymous source in 

Poland.

 10.25 CSI MV 0 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.15 Claws 16S 0 

 1.05 Emmerdale PG 3 0 

 1.30 Infomercials 

 2.30 2 Tunes 

 2.45 Survivor New Zealand PG 

3 0 

 3.55 God Friended Me PG 3 0 

 4.35 Neighbours PG 3 0 

 5am Infomercials 

 5.30 Religious Programming 

 6am Les Mills Born To Move 0 

 6.25 Children’s Programmes 0 

 9.10 Infomercials 

 9.40 Les Mills Body Attack 0 

 10.05 Home And Away PG 3 0 

 10.40 Shortland Street PGVC 3 0 

 11.10 The Mindy Project PG 0 

 11.40 Charmed PG 0 

 12.40 Heroes PG 0 

 1.35 The Drew Barrymore 

Show PG 0 

 2.30 Superstore PG 0 

 3pm Sabrina The Teenage 

Witch 0 

 3.30 The Feed 

 5pm The Simpsons 3 0 

 5.30 Friends 3 0 

 5pm Gold Rush PG 0  

Gold miners of the 

Yukon hope to strike it 

rich.

 6pm Newshub Live At 6pm 

 7pm The Project 

 7.30 Married At First Sight 

Australia PG 0   

Twelve couples try to 

make their marriages 

work, despite meeting 

for the first time on their 

wedding day.

 9pm Australia Behind Bars M 

0   

An insight into the harsh 

realities of daily life 

behind bars for inmates 

and corrections officers.

 10pm Newshub Late 

 10.30 N The Hui   

Mihingarangi Forbes 

presents a mix 

of current affairs 

investigations, human 

interest and arts and 

culture stories.

 11.05 Newshub Nation 3 0 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.15 Infomercials 

 5.30 AM Early 

 6am AM 

 9am Infomercials 

 10.30 Match Game PG 3 0 

 11.30 Yard Crashers 3 

 Noon House Hunters 

International 

 12.30 House Hunters 

International 

 1pm M Killer Caregiver M 

2018 Thriller. After a woman 

is injured in an accident, 

a young live-in caregiver 

moves into her home 

and strange events 

begin to unfold.  

Nicole Hayden, Camila 

Banus.

 3pm Cutthroat Kitchen PG 

 4pm Yard Crashers 

 4.30 Newshub Live At 

4:30pm 

 5pm Gold Rush PG 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 6pm Netball Zone 0 

 6.30 Storage Wars PGL 3 0 

 7pm Pawn Stars PG 3 

 7.30 American Pickers PGC   

Mike and Frank 

uncover some rare and 

valuable Rock and Roll 

memorabilia.

 8.30 Dan Brown’s The Lost 

Symbol MC 0   

Langdon follows the next 

clue; Katherine works 

with Sato to find her 

father.

 9.30 Fires MLC 0   

On Christmas Eve, Tash 

and Mott escort locals 

to a community hall 

for refuge; Mish and 

Glen put aside their 

differences to spread 

some Christmas cheer.

 10.35 Super Rugby Aupiki (RPL) 

Blues v Matatu.

  WEDNESDAY  

 1.45 The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 

 2.45 Love Island USA MLS 

 3.40 Closedown 

 4am Infomercials 

 7am Cricket: ICC Women’s 

World Cup (HLS) Australia 

v West Indies.

 8am The Casagrandes 3 0 

 8.25 Hunter Street PG 3 0 

 8.50 The Moe Show 3 0 

 9am Wheel Of Fortune 3 

 9.30 The Office PGC 1/2.

 10.30 The Fast Fix: 

Diabetes PGC 3 0 

 11.30 Royal Pains MC 

 12.30 N The Comeback MLC 

 1.10 Friday Night Lights MVC 0 

 2pm The Late Show With 

Stephen Colbert PG 3 

 3pm Wheel Of Fortune 

 3.30 Jeopardy 

 4pm American Pickers PG 3 

 5pm 3rd Rock From The 

Sun PGC 3 0 

 5.30 Prime News 

 5pm Ariki 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 6pm Aotea 3 

 6.30 Te Ao Marama 

 7pm Toi Te Ora 3 

 7.30 David Rocco’s Dolce 

Africa 

 8pm Hunt With Me M 3 

 8.30 N Animal Empires 

 9.30 Fighting Chance PG 

 10pm Home, Land And Sea 3 

 10.30 National Sprint 

Championships 3 

 11pm Te Ao Marama 

 11.30 Closedown 

  WEDNESDAY  

 6.30 Pipi Ma 3 

 6.35 Takoha 3 

 6.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 7am Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 7.10 Potae Pai 3 

 7.20 Kia Mau 3 

 7.30 Purakau 3 

 7.40 Darwin And Newts 3 

 7.50 He Rourou 3 

 8am Pukana 3 

 8.30 Oranga Ngakau 3 

 9.30 Whanau Bake-Off 3 

 10am David Rocco’s Dolce 

Africa 

 10.30 Toi Te Ora 3 

 11am Tribe 

 11.30 Matau 3 

 Noon Te Ao Tapatahi 

 12.30 Survive The Wild 3 

 1.30 Toku Reo 3 

 2.30 Ako 3 

 3.30 Takoha 3 

 3.45 Takaro Tribe 3 

 4pm Taki Atu Taki Mai 3 

 4.10 Potae Pai 3 

 4.20 Kia Mau 3 

 4.30 Purakau 3 

 4.40 Darwin And Newts 3 

 4.50 He Rourou 3 

 5pm Pukana 3 

 5.30 Taikura Kapa Haka 

Festival 3 

 5pm Mysteries At The 

Museum PGC 

 6pm American Restoration PG 

 6.30 Jade Fever PG 

 7pm Jade Fever PG 

 7.30 Property Brothers: 

Forever Home 

 8.30 Bang On Budget PG 

 9.30 Amazing Spaces 

 10.30 Jade Fever PG 

 11pm Jade Fever PG 

 11.30 Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.30 Jamie And Jimmy’s Food 

Fight Club PG 

 1.30 American Restoration PG 

 2am ChoccyWoccyDoodah 

 3am Escape To The 

Chateau PG 

 4am Property Brothers: 

Forever Home 

 5am Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 6am ChoccyWoccyDoodah 

 7am Jamie And Jimmy’s Food 

Fight Club PG 

 8am Escape To The 

Chateau PG 

 9am BBQ Pitt Masters PG 

 10am Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 11am Jade Fever PG 

 11.30 Jade Fever PG 

 Noon Property Brothers: 

Forever Home 

 1pm Bang On Budget PG 

 2pm Amazing Spaces 

 3pm Escape To The 

Chateau PG 

 4pm Adam And Poh’s 

Malaysia In Australia PG 

 4.30 Rick Stein’s Cornwall 

 5pm Mysteries At The 

Museum PG 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 

 6.30 Bar Rescue PGLC 

 7.30 Air Crash 

Investigations MC 

 8.30 Reported Missing MC 3 

 9.45 Family Massacre 16C 

 10.45 Snapped: Killer 

Couples MVC 3 

 11.45 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? MVC 3 

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.35 Infomercials 

 6am Infomercials 

 10am Hoarders PG 3 

 10.50 Bar Rescue PGLC 3 

 11.40 Snapped: Killer 

Couples MVC 3 

 12.40 Accident, Suicide Or 

Murder? MVC 3 

 1.40 The Real Housewives Of 

New York City M 

 2.40 Hoarders PG 3 

 3.35 Face Off PGC 3 

 4.35 Celebrity Ghost 

Stories PGVLC 3 

 5.30 Shark Tank PG 

5pm Checkpoint  
With Lisa Owen. News and 
current affairs programme.  
6.30 Trending Now  
7.06 Nights With Bryan Crump.  
10pm News At Ten  
10.15 Lately With Karyn Hay.  
11.04 Worlds Of Music  
With Trevor Reekie.  

WEDNESDAY   
12.04 All Night Programme  
5am First Up With Nathan Rarere.  
6am Morning Report With Susie 
Ferguson and Corin Dann.  
9.06 Nine To Noon  
With Kathryn Ryan.  
Noon Midday Report  
With Mani Dunlop.  
1.06 Afternoons  
With Jesse Mulligan.  
3.45 The Panel  
With Wallace Chapman.  
5pm Checkpoint With Lisa Owen.  

Nurses Down Under 
 8.30pm on TVNZ 1

Travel Guides 
 7.30pm on TVNZ 2

Dan Brown’s the Lost Symbol 
 8.30pm on Prime

Compiled by15Mar22

© TVNZ 2022 © TVNZ 2022

 5.45 Between Two Posts (HLS) 

 6.30 L Super Rugby 

Aupiki Blues v Matatu.  

From FMG Stadium 

Waikato, Hamilton.

 9.15 Aotearoa Rugby Pod 

 9.45 Sky Speed 

 10.15 Six Nations (RPL)  

Wales v France.  

From Cardiff.

  WEDNESDAY  

 12.15 French Top 14 (RPL) 

Clermont v Bordeaux.  

From Parc des Sports 

Marcel Michelin, 

Clermont-Ferrand.

 2.15 Between Two Posts 

 3am The Breakdown 

 4am Aotearoa Rugby Pod 

 4.30 Six Nations (RPL) England 

v Ireland.

 6.30 Super Rugby Aupiki (RPL) 

Chiefs Manawa v 

Hurricanes Pou.

 8.30 Super Rugby Aupiki (RPL) 

Blues v Matatu.

 10.30 Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

Reds v Fijian Drua.

 12.30 Between Two Posts 

 1.30 Super Rugby Pacific (RPL) 

Waratahs v Force.

 3.30 Japan Rugby League 

One (RPL) Shining Arcs v 

Shizuoka.

 5.30 Super Rugby Aupiki (RPL) 

Chiefs Manawa v 

Hurricanes Poua.

SKY SPORT 1
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RACE TO 
THE LINE:
From left, Jhurnee Swann, 
Macy Jacobs, Ruby Carr and 
Indie Neshausen put their 
best feet forward in the run 
leg of the Central School 
Triathlon age 9 section at 
Nelson Park. 

Picture by Rebecca Grunwell
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LAST WEEK’S

SOLUTIONS

SUDOKU
Enter numbers into the squares so that
every row, every column and every 3x2 box 
contains all the numbers from 1 to 6

479

SUDOKU

579
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ODEON 5
Phone 867 3339

BELFAST (M)

WED 11.10am
BERGMAN ISLAND (M)

TUE, WED 1.20pm,
5.50pm
BLIND AMBITION (E)

TUE, WED 1.20pm,
6.10pm
DEATH ON THE NILE
(M) TUE, WED 8.20pm
FACING MONSTERS (E) 

TUE, WED 3.45pm
OFF THE RAILS (M)

TUE, WED 11.10am,
3.45pm, 8.20pm
THE BATMAN (TBC)

TUE, WED 10.40am,
12.45pm, 2.05pm,
4.15pm, 5.30pm,
7.45pm
THE DESPERATE HOUR
(M) TUE, WED 10.45am,
4pm, 8.50pm
UNCHARTED (M)

TUE, WED 11am,
1.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

WWW.ODEONGISBORNE.CO.NZ

Times may vary subject
to late change

AA tree removals, tree
trimming, greenwaste
removed, 027 466 8201.
HOUSE plans drawn,
alterations, extensions.
Ph 0273 618 863.

MESSY GARDEN??
"Let us do it for you."
Ph 027 659 2915.
WANT a fence built,
altered or changed?
Also section clearing.
Ph Graeme 021659 672.

BIKE, black Milazo.
Ph 867 8121.

MISSING dog. Mollie,
white Terrier from Mur-
phy Rd, Wainui, lost
since 9 March, reg &
microchipped. Ph 021
293 7096.

BUY now for Winter.
Macrocarpa 2m3 $220,
4m3 $420. Gum 2m3
$230 or 4m3 $440. Pine
4m3 $280. Ph 862
8876. Macs Firewood.
QUALITY Firewood
www.thefirewoodguy.
nz

EATING GRAPES
READY now. 154
Tucker Road. Open
8.30am-5.30pm, 7 days.

WANTED: Handyman
to erect small kitset
cupboard & do odd
jobs. Ph 867 4489.

TEESDALE ORCHARD
TREE ripened Royal
Gala apples, pears,
Golden Queen peaches,
cooking apples, toma-
toes, onions, sweetcorn,
squash pumpkins, and
much more. Back
Ormond Rd. Open 7
days. Eftpos available.

BOX of linen, assrot-
ment, good cond, $40
per box, 1pr warm
single sheets, $6. 1 set
single warm sheets $6.
Food mixer, good cond,
$30. Electric carving
knife, $15. Ph 867
2202.

C O L E M A N S dark
room tent, instant up,
4-person, $300. Ph 021
182 7192.

CURTAINS, $25pr.
Women’s clothing, XL,
size 16, slacks, pants,
blouses, shirts, $60 the
lot. Girl’s bike, helmet,
lock, vg cond, 18spd,
$60 the lot. Ph 863
0010.

EGG beater, electric,
vg cond, $40. Crockpot,
20 x 25, vg cond, $20.
Boat fishing rod, 190L
$60. Rocking horse
with wooden chair, both
$40, good cond. 3 bur-
ner barbecue, bottle,
goes well, $100. Ph 863
0010.
LUNA 280 or 390 cara-
van awning, $350. Bri-
quette maker for paper
bricks, $40. Panasonic 5
disc CD rado cassette
player $50. Ph only
during day, 021 0818
1710.

M A N S Giant 21spd
mountain bike, front
susp, mudguards, $180.
Mans Milazo full size
27" 24spd mountain
bike, front susp, disc
brakes, helmet, lock,
$190. Mans Scott cy-
cles 18spd road racing
tyre, $195. Ph during
day only, 021 0818
1710.
K I D S games x6, all
complete, $25 the lot.
Doll’s plastic pushchair,
doll, $10. Battery talk-
ing monkey $15. Babies
first farm friends sing-
ing doll, $10. Mirror
with picture in centre,
very old, $20. Purple/
silver mirror, $20. Pur-
ple mirror $20. Mirror
with shell surround,
$15. Ph only during
day, 021 0818 1710.
KIDS scooters x2, $20
both. Mini essentials
spray tanning machine,
unused, $25. Medium
size body glove wetsuit
$25. Little ones rider
strider $10. Men’s
watches from $10-
$30ea. Ladies watches,
$20ea. Ph only during
day, 021 0818 1710.
LADIES Raleigh 18spd
mountain bike, front
susp, mudguards, bas-
ket, $160. Milazo XT
boys 16" bmx bike, trai-
ner wheels, $40. Child’s
first size trike, good or-
der, $25. Child’s woo-
den ballance bike, $40.
Ph during day only, 021
0818 1710.
LOUNGE/patio chairs
x2, dark brown, swivel
base $100. Ph 027 708
562

1BDRM flat. Ph 022
671 4190.
FAMILY home, prefer-
ably rural. Can pay up
to $800pw. Refs avail.
Ph 021 0269 3285.

HYDRALADA’S for
hire, $65/day. Ph 0274
485 188.

DRINK drive/criminal
lawyer. Strong defence.
Ph/text 022 048 9086.

Entertainment

NOTICE BOARD

Meetings

LOST & FOUND

Found

Lost

Work Wanted

Situations

Vacant

HOME & LEISURE

Firewood

Fruit and 

Produce

Fruit and 

Produce

Readers
Bargains

Readers
Bargains

PROPERTY

Wanted to Rent

AT YOUR SERVICE

Hire

Trade

Services

18X4 LOST ANIMAL

Have you lost a furry 

family member?

has free listings in our classified section for 
lost and found animals. Phone 869 0601.

Readers Bargains
Sell your unwanted used property in the Readers’ Bargains section of 

the Classifi ed Ads. It’s FREE (conditions apply).

Advertisements received by 8am Monday to Friday, will appear for 

three days, beginning on the publishing day following receipt.

Name: .................................................Phone: ...............................

Details: ...........................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

Conditions of Acceptance

• Items must be used
• Price must be included
• Total price of items must not exceed $1000
• Contact details must be included in advertisement
• Commercial advertisements will not be accepted

Phone: 869 0601     •     Fax: 869 0644

Or our Online Readers Bargains link: 

www.gisborneherald.co.nz

P.O. Box 1143, 64 Gladstone Road, Gisborne

You can sell 
anything by 
advertising

Classifieds 869 0601

Business 869 0616

Having a

garage sale 

Saturday?
Deadline to

advertise is 2pm
Thursday.

Focus On 

The Land
Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in your 
Gisborne Herald

MANDATE HUI –

ONLINE VOTING

DEADLINE EXTENSION

TE WHĀNAU Ā RUATAUPARE
Ngā Hapū ō Tokomaru Ākau (NHOTA) 
filed applications in the High Court in 2017 
pursuant to the Marine and Coastal Area 
(Takutai Moana) Act 2011 on behalf of Te 
Whānau ā Ruataupare and Te Whānau ā Te 
Aotāwarirangi. On 10 June 2017, NHOTA 
representatives were mandated to represent 
Te Whānau ā Ruataupare at a publicly notified 
hui held at Tuatini Marae. On 26 February 
2022, a further mandate hui took place via 
Zoom. 
Mandate hui kaupapa
1.Update on NHOTA’s Marine and Coastal 
Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 High Court 
application.
2.Re-affirm mandated representatives for Te 
Whānau ā Ruataupare.
3.Re-affirm applicant contact for Te Whānau 
ā Ruataupare.
NHOTA rohe moana From Te Ngutu ō 
Ngore (Orange Bay) south to Te Māwhai and 
12 nautical miles out from all points along the 
stated coastline.
The mandate hui was held on Saturday, 26 
February 2022.
If you were unable to attend, you can still vote 
online. Please email meerah@tamakilegal.
com for a registration form, information 
packs, voting information and a voting form. 
If you do not have online capacity, please 
phone Meerah at 028 8516 5964 or on 0800 
37 10 37.
You must return your voting form by 5pm, 
Monday 21 March 2022. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, there has been an extension to 
the original online voting deadline.
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*All fi nance contracts are subject to fi nance company approval and responsible lending obligations. The weekly payments are indicative only and are not offered via this ad. Actual payments depend on buyer’s circumstances. Total payments under the fi nance contract are therefore not ascertainable. Weekly payments 
shown are based on a no deposit loan over 5 years and an interest rate range of  7.95%pa to 19.95%pa depending on the borrowers specifi c circumstances. A $375 establishment fee and $5 month admin fee apply. Interest is fi xed for the loan term. Four year warranty available with purchase and incorporates a $100 
excess per claim or $300 on diesel/Euro/turbo vehicles (does not apply to taxis, couriers or rentals). The weekly payments shown include 4 year warranty. All information, prices shown, products or specifi cations are subject to change at any time without prior notice. This offer expires 5pm 17/03/22.
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www.enterprisegisborne.co.nz

Ph 06 867 8368 G
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KFC

Enterprise 
Motor Group Tyler Prosser

027 728 2472

Tom Dymock TJ

027 395 6611

ENTERPRISE
MOTOR GROUP

Jono Budd

022 159 7342

Luke Buss

022 602 0010

1.5 litre, auto, 

economical, great 

looking hatch

As traded 3.2 litre, 4WD, Bluetooth, 

reverse camera, canopy, deck 

drawer, great value

2008 MAZDA 
AXELA

2016 FORD 
RANGER XLT

NOW $8955 NOW $9425 NOW $36,517

CLEARANCE
www.enterprisegisborne.co.nz

2008 MAZDA 
AXELA

NOW NOW 

2016 FORD 
RANGER XLT

NOW 

SALE ON NOWUnlimited
KMS & Claims 7 Days

OPEN4
YEAR
WARRANTY

AVAILABLE

N

Z’s BEST

WAS $9990 WAS $11,990

WAS $15,990

WAS $39,990

2.4 litre, petrol, 

tints, AUX, alloys

2012 
HYUNDAI i45

3 litre, manual, 

turbo diesel, 4WD, 

trusty ute

2019 ISUZU 
D-MAX

WAS $39,990

NOW $37,672

2019 ISUZU 

NOW 

2.5 litre,4WD, petrol, 

reverse camera, ample 

boot space

2007 NISSAN 
X-TRAIL

WAS $12,990

NOW $11,941+ ORC

2007 NISSAN 

NOW 

2.8 turbo diesel, 

4WD, auto, great 

looking ute

2016 TOYOTA 
HILUX SR5

NOW $38,990

2016 TOYOTA 
HILUX SR5

NOW 

2 litre auto, 

economical, late 

model, great trade van

2019 NISSAN 
NV350

WAS $33,990

NOW $31,565+ ORC

3 litre V6 auto, great 

value, popular sedan

2010 HOLDEN 
COMMODORE

WAS $11,990

NOW $9952

2.5 litre, 4WD, auto, NZ 

new, Bluetooth stereo, 

alloys, great looking SUV

2017 SUBARU 
FORESTER

WAS $21,990

NOW $18,417

2.4 litre, auto, tints, 

alloys, very roomy 

SUV

2007 HONDA 
CRV

WAS $12,990

NOW $12,340+ ORC

1.5 litre, auto, 

economical, sporty 

looking hatch

2011 MAZDA 
AXELA

WAS $12,990

NOW $12,145+ ORC

3.5 litre, 4WD, auto, 7 seater, 

full leather interior, Bluetooth, 

alloys, tints, towbar

2017 NISSAN 
PATHFINDER

WAS $33,990

NOW $31,358

3.2 litre, turbo diesel, 

4WD, auto, canopy, 

running boards, 

towbar

2017 MAZDA 
BT-50 GSX

NOW $37,990

2.5 litre, auto, 7 seater, reverse 

camera, Bluetooth stereo, 

alloys, sharp SUV

2017 NISSAN 
X-TRAIL

WAS $18,990

NOW $17,526

1.3 litre, auto, very 

economical, late 

model, great value

2016 SUZUKI 
SWIFT

WAS $12,990

NOW $11,576+ ORC

2 litre, auto, economical, 

very popular, great 

looking SUV

2012 MAZDA 
CX-5

WAS $19,990

NOW $18,942+ ORC

2012 MAZDA 
CX

NOW 

2.5 litre, auto, sportswagon, 

full leather interior, 

Bluetooth stereo, alloys

2014 MAZDA 
ATENZA

WAS $18,990

NOW $17,648+ ORC

2 litre, auto,

AWD, economical, 

roomy SUV

2011 SUBARU 
FORESTER

WAS $13,990

NOW $12,643+ ORC

1.2 litre, auto, 

very economical,  

great value hatch

2013 NISSAN 
NOTE

WAS $11,990

NOW $10,787+ ORC

This year we have been 
voted #1 for Highest Quality 

Service throughout New 
Zealand for the Used 
Dealership category.

From
$65pw

From
$70pw

From
$230pw

From
$120pw

From
$80pw

From
$100pw

From
$225pw

From
$115pw

From
$100pw

Mike Rice

027 252 8229

From
$100pw

From
$100pw

From
$190pw

From
$125pw

From
$115pw

From
$105pw

From
$235pw

From
$200pw

From
$80pw

From
$230pw



South Waikato races at Matamata  Wednesday  2  TAB Doubles 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8  Place6 3-8

1 Team Wealleans 1.47
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1600m

 1 10847 Playsameanpinball td (1)  60 65  J Riddell 
 2 87092 Ohceedee td (4)  59.5 64  K Asano (a)
 3 72251 Weowna Tiger dh (3)  59 63  K Hercock 
 4 22510 Amalfi Prince dh (8)  58.5 63  C Grylls 
 5 22163 Canny Man h (5)  58.5 63  S Weatherley 
 6 401 Fierce Flight dh (10)  58.5 63  M McNab 
 7 6070s Plushenko d (12)  57.5 60  
    M Hashizume (a2)
 8 9s660 Side Eye  (6)  57.5 60  T Yanagida 
 9 3919 Futaie dh (7)  56.5 62  M Cameron 
 10 89070 Burgundy Dancer m (9)  56.5 59  
    T Newman 
 11 50407 Five Schillings d (11)  55.5 60  
    R Beemud (a4)

 12 47s09 El Coolio d (13)  55.5 56  T Thornton 
 13 s0880 Charmingaffair dm (2)  54.5 58  J Fawcett 

2 Tokoroa Club (Inc) 2.22
 $12,000, maiden 3yo, 1050m

 1 2326s King Of Reds  (10)  57.5 53  M Alam 
 2 20599 Amorous Stu  (6)  57.5 49  L Satherley 
 3 99 Mick Jaggard  (5)  57.5 47  
    E Nicholas (a3)
 4  Mr Bigglesworth  (11)  57.5 47   
 5 603 Amoramio h (8)  55.5 51  M McNab 
 6 30 Faytina  (4)  55.5 50  A Calder 
 7 0s76s Star Trail h (1)  55.5 47  W Pinn (a1)
 8 0s8s9 Pearls A Singer  (3)  55.5 46  D Danis 
 9 — Sizzling Gold SCRATCHED

 10  Telerin  (7)  55.5 45  C Barnes 
 11 50778 Wey Too Cool  (2)  55.5 45  Y Kumagai (a4)
 12 799 With You  (9)  55.5 45  K Asano (a)

3 Tirau Veterinary Centre 2.57
 $12,000, maiden 2yo, 1200m

 1 32 Andalus b (6)  57.5 65  M McNab 
 2 323 Charmario  (3)  57.5 64  R Elliot 
 3 5 Night Raider  (8)  57.5 54  C Grylls 
 4 5s The Racketeer  (9)  57.5 54  S Weatherley 
 5 8s Mr Maestro  (2)  57.5 47  M Cameron 
 6  Belafonte  (11)  57.5 45  J Riddell 
 7 — Massey SCRATCHED

 8  New Orleans Jazz  (10)  57.5 45  
    T Thornton 
 9 7 Reliably Informed h (7)  57.5 45  S McKay 
 10 44 Carrington  (4)  55.5 50  K Asano (a)
 11  Monique Tonnerre  (5)  55.5 47  J Fawcett 

 12  Nosnevets  (1)  55.5 47  T Newman 
 13 6 Molly Shaw h (12)  55.5 46  
    M Hashizume (a2)

4 Ralf’s Regulars 3.33
 $12,000, rating 65 benchmark*, 1200m

 1 6790s Covenant  (9)  59.5 64  C Burdan (a2)
 2 71 Oxygen th (6)  59 63  A Goindasamy (a1)
 3 52721 Flat Track Bully dh (5)  58.5 62  C Grylls 
 4 63602 Highlighter dbh (10)  57 63  S Weatherley 
 5 43124 Highborn tdh (1)  56.5 62  M McNab 
 6 047s3 Tereine  (2)  56.5 62   
 7 — Elusive Empire SCRATCHED

 8 45s68 Live For Your Love d (8)  56.5 58  
    M Cameron 
 9 s6040 Joey’s Gift d (3)  55.5 60  C Barnes 
 10 s7055 Rubyshowoff  (11)  55 59   
 11 760s9 So Gorgeous dh (7)  55 59  T Yanagida 
 12 98308 Mini Mystic d (4)  54.5 58  
    M Hashizume (a2)

5 NZB Insurance Pearl Series 4.07
 $12,000, maiden f&m, 1400m

 1 s5032 Davone Georgia h (3)  57.5 53  
    C Burdan (a2)
 2 s7052 Swey My Way  (1)  57.5 52  J Fawcett 
 3 6643 Tidal Rush  (10)  57.5 51  R Beemud (a4)
 4 57s Jakkalnuts h (12)  57.5 46   
 5 82086 Side Hustle h (2)  57.5 45  W Pinn (a1)
 6 3273 Principessa b (8)  57 53  S Weatherley 
 7 6s62 Hasstobefast  (13)  57 52   
 8 24 Whaea Meri  (5)  57 52  M Cameron 
 9 03 La Grisette h (4)  57 51  B Grylls 

 10 943 Sternland h (7)  57 51  C Grylls 
 11 4 Cada Camino  (6)  57 50  L Satherley 

 12 — Dazzling Miss SCRATCHED

 13  Sigourney h (9)  57 47  T Yanagida 
 14 055s0 Explosive Miss  (11)  57 46   

6 Matley Financial Services 4.42
 $12,000, maiden, 1400m

 1 — Civil Unrest SCRATCHED

 2 62 Classic Beethoven h (10)  58.5 52  
    S Weatherley 
 3 00s73 Master Khan  (5)  58.5 51  M Cameron 
 4 65s54 Alighieri  (7)  58.5 50  S McKay 
 5 8446 Alby Park h (16)  58.5 49  K Hercock 

 6 — Mister Roquette SCRATCHED

 7 0 Te Atatu Memphis h (17)  58.5 45  
    T Yanagida 
 8 545s Hoard The Bourbon  (3)  58 62  M McNab 
 9 3 Rheinberg h (4)  58 51  R Elliot 
 10 3 Urban Myth  (8)  58 51  A Calder 
 11  Go Bro  (13)  58 45  J Fawcett 
 12 48568 Girlboss h (9)  56.5 47  M J Sanson (a4)
 13  Five Emms h (1)  56.5 45   
 14 29 Sugar Dune h (2)  56 51  C Grylls 
EMERGENCIES:
 15 0s8 Sail  (15)  58 45   
 16 677 Able White h (6)  58 45  
    A Goindasamy (a1)
 17 0s00s Evagiorgio  (11)  58.5 45   
 18 3273 Principessa b (14)  56 53   

 19 — Whaea Meri SCRATCHED

 20 943 Sternland h (12)  56 51   

7 Holster L&S South Waikato Cup 5.20
 $25,000, open handicap, 2000m

 1 74510 Time To Celebrate  (4)  60 87  J Riddell 
 2 54000 Paisley Park tdmh (2)  59.5 86  W Pinn (a1)
 3 91171 Langkawi tdh (1)  57.5 82  C Grylls 
 4 75346 Sagunto dh (7)  55 77  S McKay 
 5 35115 Campionessa tbh (6)  54 77  M Cameron 
 6 02062 Amano h (3)  54 74  T Yanagida 
 7 50134 Mighty Connor tdh (5)  54 65  
    M Hashizume (a2)

8 Fertco 5.55
 $12,000, maiden, 2000m

 1 7P533 Badgeringdawitness bh (11)  58.5 52   
 2 07929 Kiwi Man  (17)  58.5 51  M Cameron 
 3 s7643 Smug  (5)  58.5 51  T Thornton 
 4 4s074 Khan Hunter  (4)  58.5 50  J Riddell 
 5 s9050 Ocean Cruizer  (7)  58.5 46  
    M Hashizume (a2)
 6 76802 Buccheri  (1)  58 52  L Satherley 
 7 56s74 Super Six  (14)  58 51  C Barnes 
 8  Stockton  (6)  58 47  S Weatherley 
 9 77 Sporting Chance  (2)  58 45  M McNab 
 10 2s952 Glorified h (12)  56.5 54  C Grylls 
 11 60725 Jabella  (10)  56.5 52  J Fawcett 
 12 0s683 Loquita  (13)  56.5 51  R Elliot 
 13 87384 Polly Power  (9)  56.5 50   
 14 570 Nassak Diamond  (8)  56 46  K Asano (a)
EMERGENCIES:
 15 7s7 Ice Out  (3)  58 45   
 16 570s6 Alta Bella  (16)  56.5 45   
 17 57760 Master Ortega  (15)  58 45   
 18 — Annetarz SCRATCHED

Selections
Race 1: CANNY MAN, FUTAIE, SIDE EYE

Race 2: FAYTINA, AMORAMIO, MR BIGGLESWORTH

Race 3: ANDALUS, CHARMARIO, NIGHT RAIDER

Race 4: HIGHBORN, TEREINE, FLAT TRACK BULLY

Race 5: DAVONE GEORGIA, TIDAL RUSH, JAKKALNUTS

Race 6: HOARD THE BOURBON, URBAN MYTH, RHEINBERG

Race 7: LANGKAWI, PAISLEY PARK, TIME TO CELEBRATE

Race 8: LOQUITA, GLORIFIED, BADGERINGDAWITNESS

Manawatu greys at Palmerston  Wednesday  3  TAB Doubles 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8  Trebles 2-3-4, 6-7-8  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 5-6-7-8  Place6 3-8

1 Sectional @ pngreyhounds.kiwi 12.02
 $3500, C0, 457m

 1 74331 Big Time Pedro 26.24 Lisa Cole
 2 64246 Billie Bruiser nwtd K A Lincoln-Papuni
 3 1 Thrilling Wyatt nwtd Karen Walsh
 4 37665 Delphi’s Ace nwtd Bill Hodgson
 5 23723 Joan Jet nwtd Bill Hodgson
 6 44452 Grasscutter Alex nwtd Bill Hodgson
 7 84574 Big Time Hawk nwtd Lisa Cole
 8 35246 Jump Elle nwtd Bill Hodgson

2 Red Snapper Seafoods, C'church 12.21
 $3300, C1, 457m

 1 52546 Van Ivan 26.34 K A Lincoln-Papuni
 2 51736 Grasscutter Joe 26.20 Bill Hodgson
 3 851 He’s Iconic 26.60 C Turnwald
 4 33255 Big Time Navy 26.12 Lisa Cole
 5 56162 All Checked Out nwtd Glen Hodgson
 6 471F8 Lost In Pace 26.59 Mark Goodier
 7 62216 Social Virtigo 26.33 Richard Waite
 8 75743 Big Time Jimmy 26.02 Lisa Cole

3 Happy B'day Clare Harding 12.40
 $2000, C0, 410m

 1 67623 Big Time Rascal nwtd Lisa Cole
 2 32 Big Time Tea nwtd Lisa Cole
 3 6652 Blazin’ Wylde nwtd Lisa Cole
 4 65353 Have A Yak nwtd Lisa Cole
 5 32735 Big Time Helena nwtd Peter Clark
 6 3 Big Time Pikey nwtd Lisa Cole
 7 37374 Big Time Rich nwtd Lisa Cole
 8 64324 Arohanui Marine nwtd S & C Blackburn
EMERGENCIES:

 9 7s54 Arohanui Earline nwtd S & C Blackburn
 10 78355 Big Time Royal nwtd Lisa Cole

4 Outback Trading Company 12.59
 $2100, C1, 410m

 1 23335 Al’s Casino 24.11 Lana Pearce
 2 62245 Big Time Girly 23.64 Lisa Cole
 3 24311 Alpaca Suitcase 23.70 Lisa Cole
 4 55544 Bobby Dazzler nwtd Mark Goodier
 5 65844 Paradox Prince 23.87 Bill Hodgson
 6 76733 Pop Flash 23.58 Maree Gowan
 7 45248 Losing Days 23.50 Richard Waite
 8 68568 Allegro Bow 23.75 Lisa Cole
EMERGENCY:
 9 27758 Big Time Ballet 23.76 Lisa Cole

5 Big Barrel Palmerston North 1.18
 $2100, C1, 410m

 1 86643 Big Time May 23.52 Mark Goodier
 2 32472 Big Time Kilty 23.49 Lisa Cole
 3 44126 Oscar’s Reality 23.70 K A Lincoln-Papuni
 4 22531 Big Time Gucci 23.59 Lisa Cole
 5 83741 Big Time Mossy 23.64 Lisa Cole

 6 58766 Al’s Loaded 23.89 Lana Pearce
 7 54546 Rapid Renegade nwtd Richard Waite
 8 54348 Adobe Pebbles 23.56 W Woods
EMERGENCY:
 9 27758 Big Time Ballet 23.76 Lisa Cole

6 Great Mates Rehoming 1.37
 $2100, C1, 410m

 1 51536 Big Time Rover 23.68 Lisa Cole
 2 37635 Engine Room 23.88 Maree Gowan
 3 17157 Big Time Tess 23.57 Lisa Cole
 4 74645 True Testament nwtd Bill Hodgson
 5 38527 Milo Tonight nwtd Lana Pearce
 6 43563 Big Time Noah nwtd Peter Clark
 7 38647 Love Race 23.62 Richard Waite
 8 85611 Buddy 23.59 K A Lincoln-Papuni
EMERGENCY:
 9 27758 Big Time Ballet 23.76 Lisa Cole

7 Greyhounds Make Great Pets 1.55
 $2200, C1, final, 410m

 1 34232 Paving Way 23.55 Lana Pearce

 2 15412 Big Time Buckle 23.78 Lisa Cole

 3 46525 Super Gold 23.25 Bill Hodgson

 4 12572 Big Time Tink 23.48 Lisa Cole

 5 45314 Big Time Fabio 23.47 Lisa Cole

 6 55817 Kiosk 23.34 Jake & Dayze Bell

 7 44111 Drunken Lullaby 23.59 Richard Waite

 8 2s612 Wonder 23.15 S J Phillips

EMERGENCIES:

 9 22531 Big Time Gucci 23.59 Lisa Cole

 10 51536 Big Time Rover 23.68 Lisa Cole

8 Dog Speed On Senz 11am Sun 2.12
 $2200, C2, 410m

 1 27353 Jilliby Sophia 23.82 Maree Gowan

 2 45322 Mad World 23.59 Richard Waite

 3 54543 Crispy Chicken 23.48 C Turnwald

 4 11324 Big Time Crusade 23.52 Lisa Cole

 5 s6642 Allegro Zac 23.33 Lisa Cole

 6 74684 Denuto 23.55 Peter Clark

 7 18781 Big Time Hotshot 23.17 Lisa Cole

 8 41387 Yesenia 23.26 Deb Edlin

Selections
Race 1: THRILLING WYATT, BIG TIME PEDRO, JOAN JET

Race 2: BIG TIME JIMMY, BIG TIME NAVY, VAN IVAN

Race 3: BLAZIN’ WYLDE, BIG TIME RASCAL, BIG TIME TEA

Race 4: ALPACA SUITCASE, POP FLASH, AL’S CASINO

Race 5: BIG TIME KILTY, BIG TIME GUCCI, BIG TIME MOSSY

Race 6: BUDDY, BIG TIME ROVER, MILO TONIGHT

Race 7: WONDER, BIG TIME FABIO, BIG TIME TINK

Race 8: MAD WORLD, BIG TIME HOTSHOT,  

 BIG TIME CRUSADE

Timaru harness at Phar Lap Raceway  Wednesday 8  TAB Doubles 2-3, 4-5, 6-7  Trebles 2-3-4, 5-6-7  Quaddies 1-2-3-4, 4-5-6-7  Place6 2-7

1 Brosnan Passing Lane Trot 1.25
$8500, non-winners mr40 to mr45 stand, 
2600m

 1 s00P8 Tahir Trouble  (Fr) 1 M Heenan 

 2 84369 Cashem  (Fr) 2 K Cameron 

 3 07570 Kiwi Colt  (Fr) 3 R Holmes 

 4 88955 Superfast Whizz  (Fr) 4 L O’Reilly 

 5 00869 Mc Squared  (Fr) 5 G O’Reilly 

 6 40003 Speeding Spirit  (Fr) 6 J Dunn 

 7 45298 Raining In My Heart  (Fr) U1 S Ottley 

 8 0888s Dashing Dutchy  (Fr) U2 C McDowell 

2 Laser Electrical Timaru 2.03
$8500, 3yo+, non-winners & up to mr45. 
mobile, 2050m

 1 33472 Trouble Supreme  (Fr) 1 M Heenan 

 2 88000 All Too Well  (Fr) 2 C Butt 

 3 62224 Mossdale May  (Fr) 3 B Hope (J)

 4 00 Nakula  (Fr) 4 A Lethaby 

 5 P5 Real Men Wear Pink  (Fr) 5 J Morrison 

 6 394PP Sweet And Sour  (Fr) 6 K Tomlinson (J)

 7 99662 Follow Me Fantasy  (Fr) 7 M Williamson 

 8 54355 Hey Tonight  (Fr) 8 R Close 

 9 s805s Get Kraken  (Fr) 9 K Butt 

 10 97053 Splash Of Crimson  (Fr) 21 S O’Reilly (J)

 11 087 Strawb’s Class Act  (Fr) 22 R Alfeld 

3 Catering South Canterbury 2.35
$8500, non-winners 4yo+ stand, 2600m

 1 60s97 Searing Light  (Fr) 1  
 2 3 Blue On Black  (Fr) 2 B Zampese 
 3 900s3 Tyke  (Fr) 3 K Butt 
 4 0s508 Justin Fun  (Fr) 4  
 5 270s5 Reformed  (Fr) 5 S Ottley 
 6 86463 Hit The Beach  (Fr) 6 R Alfeld 
 7 2s628 De La Renta  (Fr) 7 J Dunn 
 8 70709 Airies Gold  (Fr) 8 G Shand 
 9 65950 Adhika  (Fr) U1 S Tomlinson 
 10 29994 Grinning Again  (Fr) U2 G O’Reilly 

4 Park Night ‘N Day Timaru 3.11
$8500, 4yo+ r35-r41. mobile, 2050m

 1 00828 Aveross Rustler  (Fr) 1 B Orange 
 2 90490 Nikki Noto  (Fr) 2  
 3 00789 Frosty Reception  (Fr) 3 C McDowell 
 4 77768 Pete’s Dash  (Fr) 4  
 5 94775 Maid Of Money  (Fr) 5 J Dunn 
 6 86363 Morries Girl  (Fr) 6 B Hope (J)
 7 90s23 Rock To The Boss  (Fr) 7 B Butt 

 8 s6905 Dalness Arizona  (Fr) 8 M Hurrell (J)
 9 07767 Honour Scroll  (Fr) 9  
 10 00643 Essence Of Easton  (Fr) 21 R May 
 11 80029 Art Collector  (Fr) 22 K Butt 
 12 226P4 Four Starzzz Shiraz  (Fr) 23  

5 Happy Birthday Kevin Fahey 3.52
$8500, 4yo+ r35-r50 stand, 2600m

 1 96188 Cute Art  (Fr) 1 R Close 
 2 55919 Eyecon  (Fr) 2  
 3 091 Honey Favourite  (Fr) 3 R Holmes 
 4 03832 Szybka Lane  (Fr) 4 J Dunn 
 5 50396 Brother John  (Fr) 5 G O’Reilly 
 6 09090 Pocket Call  (Fr) 6 L Dobbs 
 7 55100 Webs Reactor  (Fr) 7  
 8 86976 Taxman  (Fr) 8 S Ottley 
 9 96475 Betterthanhope  (Fr) 9 J Hay 
 10 12877 Mark Dunnett  (Fr) 10  
 11 26500 Justace  (Fr) 11  

6 Equine Vet Services Trot 4.26
$8500, 4yo+ r35-r50 stand, 2600m

 1 42P03 Prince Ranier  (Fr) 1  

 2 31377 Hanover Da Moon  (Fr) 2  

 3 45282 Sundons Flyer  (Fr) 3 S Ottley 

 4 36471 Jordan Anne  (Fr) 4 M Williamson 

 5 90709 Global Flight  (Fr) 5 A Lethaby 

 6 35564 Tres Magnifique  (Fr) 6 B Weaver 

 7 67000 Sky High Flyer  (Fr) 7  

 8 0007s Bill  (Fr) U1  

 9 57007 Kowhai Sundown  (Fr) U2 R Close 

 10 00000 South Park  (Fr) U3 S O’Reilly (J)

7 May 28 Racing At Timaru 5.01
$8500, 4yo+ r42-r50. mobile, 2050m

 1 76272 Mighty Flying Rocker  (Fr) 1 B Butt 

 2 s5552 Delightful Gloria  (Fr) 2 M Williamson 

 3 43509 I’ll Write The Story  (Fr) 3 C Thornley 

 4 09783 Spicy Girl Becqui  (Fr) 4 S Tomlinson 

 5 00001 Will He Rock  (Fr) 5 J Dunn 

 6 70741 Krystal Delight  (Fr) 6 B Hope (J)

 7 78654 Dalness First  (Fr) 7 R May 

 8 4202s Daisy Duke  (Fr) 8  (J)

 9 40000 The Optimist  (Fr) U1 K Cameron 

Selections
Race 1: RAINING IN MY HEART, SUPERFAST WHIZZ,  

 CASHEM

Race 2: TROUBLE SUPREME, SPLASH OF CRIMSON,  

 HEY TONIGHT

Race 3: BLUE ON BLACK, HIT THE BEACH, TYKE

Race 4: ROCK TO THE BOSS, ESSENCE OF EASTON,  

 FOUR STARZZZ SHIRAZ

Race 5: SZYBKA LANE, BETTERTHANHOPE,  

 HONEY FAVOURITE

Race 6: HANOVER DA MOON, PRINCE RANIER,  

 TRES MAGNIFIQUE

Race 7: SPICY GIRL BECQUI, DAISY DUKE,  

 MIGHTY FLYING ROCKER

Melbourne races at Sandown Hillside  Wednesday  TAB doubles 4-5, 8-9  Trebles 2-3-4, 7-8-9  Quaddie 2-3-4-5, 6-7-8-9

1 Ladbroke It Handicap 4.30
 $50,000, 2yo Fillies, 1000m

 1 4 Bao Bun  (2)  58 96  J McNeil 
 2  Flores Dreaming  (3)  58 77  M Dee 
 3  Lalaguna  (6)  58 85  Ms J Kah 
 4  Over Shady  (5)  58 79  B Melham 
 5  Pretty Penguin  (1)  58 82  C Williams 
 6 4 Star Magic  (4)  58 100  L Nolen 
 7  Yowie  (7)  58 79  D Lane 
 8 9s3 You Ess Ess Are  (8)  57.5 91  C Newitt 

2 Ladbrokes Switch Plate 5.05
 $50,000, 3yo & up Maiden SW, 1300m

 1 4 Gun Show  (3)  59.5 100  C Williams 
 2  Ancient Egypt  (4)  59 80  B Mc Dougall 
 3  Bellsprout  (6)  59 80  B Melham 
 4  Hollywood Park  (1)  59 83  L Nolen 
 5  Lampkin Lane  (2)  59 81  J Allen 
 6 43422 Rupert’s Delight  (8)  59 93  P Moloney 
 7 s5627 Li’l Loft  (5)  57 89  C Newitt 
 8 430s Lottacheex b (7)  57 87  D Lane 

3 Ladbrokes Blended Bets 5.40
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1300m

 1 s1242 Seguso bn (5)  61.5 97  L McNeil (a3)
 2 118s8 Michigan dw (4)  61 97  M Zahra 
 3 32511 Drone Strike dwn (7)  60 97  
    Ms C Hefel (a2)
 4 89713 Finesse Tess wn (1)  59.5 90  J Hill 
 5 027s3 Stretto b (3)  59.5 100  Ms J Kah 
 6 31 I Am Yours c (8)  59 92  J McNeil 
 7 5291s Yaphet  (6)  58.5 89  E Brown 
 8 2s41 Danny’s Sparkle  (2)  57 92  
    Ms T Hope (a2)

4 Ladbrokes Bet Ticker 6.15
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1600m

 1 1510s Sarodec cdw (6)  63.5 91  T Stockdale (a2)

 2 310s3 Grid dw (2)  61.5 100  Ms A Kelly (a2)

 3 05277 Reliable Dude dw (8)  61.5 93  D Lane 

 4 88341 Comic Set wn (9)  60.5 88  E Brown 

 5 0s010 Seafield Road wn (1)  60 91  P Moloney 

 6 12s69 Texcel dw (7)  60 95  J Allen 

 7 21604 Starspangled Baby dwn (4)  59.5 98  

    T Nugent (a1.5)

 8 051s State Squad w (3)  59 86  M Zahra 

 9 475s4 Livingstone Falls dn (5)  57 91  J McNeil 

5 Ladbrokes Same Race Multi 6.50
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 1800m

 1 11303 Riotous Mischief  (5)  62 99  L McNeil (a3)

 2 2s313 Laybuy cw (2)  61.5 97  M Zahra 

 3 s6s04 Hey Happy w (6)  61 94  W Egan 

 4 13s66 Eckhart w (8)  60.5 96  Ms T Hope (a2)

 5 6186s Dancing Duck w (9)  59.5 90  J Childs 

 6 s3413 Gold Ollie w (1)  58.5 94  B Mertens 

 7 31265 Poleaxed n (3)  58 100  B Allen 

 8 22s29 Zouy’s Comet n (7)  56.5 97  J Bowditch 

 9 6s666 Anchorman n (4)  55.5 96  B Mc Dougall 

6 The Big Screen Company 7.25
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 78, 1800m

 1 63324 Guizot twn (1)  62 91  Ms L Lafferty (a3)

 2 143s6 Taramansour  (5)  61 96  F W Kersley 

 3 983s0 Savaheat cdw (2)  60 80   

 4 00s18 Zachaz n (6)  59.5 100  J Allen 
 5 10s74 Lorente w (8)  58 97  B Allen 
 6 s3422 Yukon dbn (4)  57 97  J McNeil 
 7 23673 Irish Butterfly tdwn (3)  56 96  D Thornton 
 8 39s35 Upswing wn (7)  56 92  M Dee 

7 50yr Life Member J Adams 8.00
 $50,000, 3yo & up Benchmark 64, 2400m

 1 17s7s Point Nepean w (4)  61 96  Ms A Kelly (a2)
 2 52913 Eco Warrior wn (10)  60 94  
    M Cartwright (a2)
 3 2s833 Pearlman b (9)  60 96  D Bates 
 4 5s096 Perennial wn (12)  60 93  Ms C Hefel (a2)
 5 s5874 Miletus  (6)  59.5 98  J McNeil 
 6 1s968 St Arnicca dw (7)  59.5 100  D Thornton 
 7 s5612 Oh So Far cbn (8)  59 96  D Lane 
 8 80184 Delta Tango w (3)  58 100  J Allen 
 9 0s006 Alessandro  (2)  57 95  L King 
 10 21210 Reflecting Image w (1)  57 95  
    T Stockdale (a2)
 11 31222 Kimmy Be Cool wb (5)  55 93  C Williams 
 12 12763 Sassoon dw (11)  54 90  N Punch 

8 Life Member Tony Cavanagh 8.30
 $50,000, 3yo Fillies Benchmark 64, 1000m

 1 117s4 Morning Melody b (1)  61 96  D Oliver 
 2 61741 No Crying cd (9)  61 100  L McNeil (a3)
 3 1350s Ballynora  (11)  59.5 99  C Williams 

 4 1s Head First w (2)  59.5 98  P Moloney 
 5 133s Lempicka b (6)  59.5 97  B Allen 
 6 1s Rastelli d (5)  59.5 98  J Richards (a2)
 7 6s222 Commands The Field dwbn (8)  59 100  
    B Melham 
 8 28s1 Miss Arizona dn (10)  59 96  B Prebble 
 9 8s1 Onika d (7)  59 98  Z Spain 
 10 41 Summit Queen w (4)  59 97  D Bates 
 11 44233 Northern Melody w (3)  58.5 97  D Lane 

9 50yr Life Member P Reilly 9.00
 $50,000, 3yo & up F&M Benchmark 70,
1400m

 1 176s5 Our Birdsong tdw (8)  62 89  L McNeil (a3)
 2 4s201 Comica tdwn (9)  61.5 96  J Richards (a2)
 3 s5112 Ocean’s Jen tdbn (1)  61.5 89  J Allen 
 4 0151s Cicero Field tw (10)  58.5 83  
    M Cartwright (a2)
 5 s8105 No Puzzle dn (2)  58 88  M Zahra 
 6 s0s32 Safe Passage tn (7)  58 95  D Lane 
 7 1s21 Asymmetrical wn (6)  57 98  J Childs 
 8 48975 Lady D’oro tdwn (4)  57 87  Ms A Kelly (a2)
 9 5s621 Bush Christmas  (5)  56 86  B Mc Dougall 
 10 s3551 Lovely Natalie dw (3)  56 86  B Mertens 
 11 7s851 Make Mine Hennessy dn (12)  55.5 82  
    P Moloney 
 12 45s10 Forbidden City t (11)  55 100  
    Ms C Hefel (a2)

Selections
Race 1: STAR MAGIC, YOU ESS ESS ARE, BAO BUN

Race 2: LOTTACHEEX, GUN SHOW, HOLLYWOOD PARK

Race 3: SEGUSO, MICHIGAN, STRETTO

Race 4: LIVINGSTONE FALLS, TEXCEL, RELIABLE DUDE

Race 5: RIOTOUS MISCHIEF, LAYBUY, POLEAXED

Race 6: GUIZOT, TARAMANSOUR, ZACHAZ

Race 7: OH SO FAR, PEARLMAN, ECO WARRIOR

Race 8: MORNING MELODY, BALLYNORA, NO CRYING

Race 9: FORBIDDEN CITY, OCEAN’S JEN, CICERO FIELD
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL

TOM Brady’s retirement lasted 40 
days. Brady said he’s returning to 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers for his 
23rd season in the NFL.

The seven-time Super Bowl 
champion announced his decision 
on Twitter and Instagram, saying 
he has “unfinished business.”

“These past two months I’ve 

realised my place is still on the 
field and not in the stands,” Brady 
wrote. “That time will come. But 
it’s not now. I love my teammates, 
and I love my supportive family. 
They make it all possible. I’m 
coming back for my 23rd season 
in Tampa.”

Brady led the Buccaneers to 
a Super Bowl title following the 
2020 season and NFC South 

championship last season. He 
teamed with coach Bill Belichick 
to win six Super Bowls during 20 
seasons with the New England 
Patriots. The 44-year-old Brady led 
the NFL in yards passing (5,316), 
touchdowns (43), completions 
(485) and attempts (719) in 2021, 
but the Buccaneers lost at home 
to the Los Angeles Rams in the 
divisional round. — NZ Herald

Brady retirement over

LEAGUE

Warriors halfback shaun 
Johnson is set for a month on the 
sideline after being injured in the 
Warriors’ season-opening loss to st 
George illawarra on saturday.

scans and further assessment today 
have revealed the 31-year-old halfback 
has a minor pectoral strain which is 
expected to keep him out of action for 
up to four weeks.

in his first match for the club in more 
than three and a half years, Johnson 
had a hand in each of the Warriors’ 
three tries in their 16-28 defeat by 
the Dragons, but also acts of head-
scratching inconsistency, notably an ill-
advised crossfield kick in his own half 
that led to a backbreaking Dragons try.

“shaun had some positives,” coach 
Nathan Brown said after the match. 
“Plenty of blokes had some positive 
points and some negative points.

“We probably had some blokes who 
were below where they’d like to be, 
which is hard at this level.

“But shaun had some positive stuff 
and it’s always easier for your half, when 

you’re making the opposition work a bit 
harder as well.”

Johnson joins experienced winger 
Dallin Watene-Zelezniak and rookie 
centre Viliami Vailea on the club’s injury 
list.

Watene-Zelezniak broke his left 
thumb in the opening minutes of 
saturday’s encounter but still played 
the full 80 minutes, a courageous 
performance highlighted by him scoring 
his fifth try in his 10th match for the 
club.

The 26-year-old will have surgery and 
is likely to be out of contention for six 
to eight weeks.

on his instagram account, Watene-
Zelezniak said: “ah, the ups and downs 
of rugby league. i’ll be grinding to get 
back soon! Lessgooo.”

Vailea (19), playing his third NrL 
match, needed treatment after a knock 
to his left knee midway through the 
first half. 

He played out the full 80 minutes 
but he has suffered a MCL (medial 
collateral ligament) injury which is 
expected to keep him out of action for 
three to four weeks. — NZ Herald

Out for four weeks
Johnson injured in round one

SKIING

QueeNsToWN teenager ruby andrews 
has won the freeski slopestyle title at the 
Junior World Championships in switzerland. 
andrews started her first run with a technical 
back swap on the rainbow rail before putting 
together a solid jump section and finishing off 
with a 270 onto the final rail. she was rewarded 
85.40 by the judges for this run, her score 
remaining untouchable for the remainder of the 
event.

“i could not be happier to take the win here 
at Leysin today! Feels so good to be back on 
the podium after not competing for two years! 
Thanks to everyone who made this possible,” 
andrews posted on social media. although her 

second and final run was a victory lap, andrews 
dropped in with the intention to add more 
technicality to her run and bump her winning 
score even higher. a couple of small bobbles 
resulted in her run one score being her top 
score of the day. There were two New Zealand 
men competing in the freeski slopestyle finals. 
Harper souness (Queenstown, 16) finished in 
fifth position and Luca Harrington (Wānaka, 
18), Big air silver medallist, finished in 
thirteenth position. While the freeskiers were 
throwing down on the slopestyle course the 
snowboarders were getting to work on the Big 
air jump. Dane Menzies (Wānaka based, 16) 
finished just off the podium in fourth place and 
Txema Mazet-Brown (raglan, 15) finished in 
eighth place. — rNZ

Andrews world champion
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 THE LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY:
Joel Embiid, 28; Judah Friedlander, 53; Lauren Graham, 55; Victor Garber, 73.

Happy Birthday:
Read between the lines, and you'll figure out how to get the most out of 
whatever you pursue. Choose a path that offers satisfaction and joy, not stress 
and regret. Adjust your lifestyle to fit your budget, and use your attributes to 
serve you instead of those using you for their profit. Be mindful of others and 
good to yourself. Your numbers are 9, 14, 22, 25, 34, 37, 49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Put in the time, and you'll reap the rewards. Reach out and make a difference 
to a cause that matters to you. The connections you make will be lasting and 
fruitful. An unexpected change is apparent. Take advantage of an opportunity. 
3 stars

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Don't jump into something without doing your homework. Test the atmosphere 
before you engage in a conversation concerning sensitive issues. Have a 
backup plan in place, and you'll come out on top. Change that comes from the 
heart will gain you respect. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Don't be fooled by someone's rhetoric. Listen, then head in a direction that 
suits you, not the others. Look out for your well-being. Use your skills and 
expertise to your advantage, and put your energy into something that makes 
you happy. 2 stars

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Conversations will lead to something that interests you. The information you 
gather will spark your imagination and encourage you to use your ideas to 
pursue something that excites you. A unique approach to an old plan will be 
fruitful. 4 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Slow down; spontaneity will get you in trouble. Bide your time, put your 
generosity on the back burner, and don't let your emotions interfere with 
practicality. Concentrate on how you look and feel, and on what makes you 
happy. Romance is favored. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Don't hold back. If something bothers you, say something. Conversations will 
lead to resolutions that will put your mind at ease and make your relationship 
with someone better. A positive change is within reach; don't be afraid to make 
a move. 3 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Preparation is paramount if you want to bring about positive change. Let your 
intuition help you decipher what's best for you, and put your energy where it 
will help you excel. Networking, focusing on self-improvement, and updating 
your skills, image and goals will pay off. 3 stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
It's up to you to bring about change. Stop dreaming and start doing. 
Concentrate on what will make your life easier and put to rest what stands 
between you and your goals. Clear up clutter and unfinished business, and get 
finances in order. 4 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Don't lose sight of your goals. Refuse to let anyone meddle or cause 
emotional turmoil. Look inward and consider what you want. Protect against 
injury or illness by avoiding being put in a vulnerable position. Choose to do 
your own thing. 2 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
You'll receive an unexpected opportunity. Don't hem and haw when action is 
required. Size up whatever situation you encounter, and do what's best for 
you. Don't follow others when it's apparent you stand to get ahead by relying 
on experience. 5 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Put your energy into self-improvement, health, fitness and meaningful 
relationships. Choose to follow the path that puts a smile on your face 
and a skip in your step. Live in the moment, and prioritize love, peace and 
happiness. 3 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Get involved in what's happening around you. You don't have a say if you 
don't participate. Share your thoughts and make a difference. Change begins 
with you. Consider what makes you happy, and take the path that fulfills your 
needs. 3 stars

Birthday Baby:
You are insightful, passionate and thoughtful. You are sensitive and 
compromising.

STAR RATINGS
FIVE STARS: Nothing can stop you now. Go for the gold. 

FOUR STARS: You can pretty much do as you please. It’s a good time to start new projects. 
THREE STARS: If you focus your efforts, you will reach your goals. 

TWO STARS: You can accomplish a lot, but don’t rely on others for help. 
ONE STAR: It’s best to avoid conflicts. Work behind the scenes or read a good book.

 DOUBLE CROSSWORD No.11,542

ACROSS

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES

DOWN

 1. Corporeal (8)

 5. Observe (4)

 9. Destiny (4)

 10. Defeat (8)

 11. Condition (5)

 12. Apparel (7)

 13. Flighty (13)

 18. Example (8)

 19. Church recess (4)

 20. Stern (7)

 21. Instant (5)

 22. Neat (4)

 23. Wrestle (8)

 2. Cheer (7)

 3. Perspire (7)

 4. Commercial (13)

 6. Saw (7)

 7. Support (7)

 8. Painter (6)

 13. Parvenu (7)

 14. Gratified (7)

 15. Banished (6)

 16. Astonishing (7)

 17. Lascivious (7)

DOWNACROSS

QUICK
Across: 6 Heathen; 7 Folly; 
9  O r b ;  1 0  P o t e n t i a l ; 
12 Dictatorial; 15 Hibernation; 
17 Courteous; 19 Cut; 21 Mercy; 
22 Violate.
Down: 1 Decry; 2 Sty; 3 Veto; 
4  P o s t e r i o r ;  5  A l m a n a c ; 
8  S e x t e t ;  1 1  W i s e c r a c k ; 
1 3  T i n d e r ;  1 4  D i s o b e y ; 
16 Quote; 18 Unit; 20 Sly.
CRYPTIC
Across: 6 Capital; 7 Sharp; 
9 Pen; 10 Designate; 12 First to 
l a s t ;  1 5  U n d e r  o r d e r s ; 
1 7  P a r s o n a g e ;  1 9  T a b ; 
21 Scoop; 22 Managed.
Down: 1 Camel; 2 Mix; 3 Pale; 
4 Chandlers; 5 Protest; 8 Listed; 
11  D ivers ion ;  13  Spoons ; 
14 Infancy; 16 Wager; 18 Goal; 
20 Can.

SOLUTIONS TO 

PUZZLE 11,541
Quick Crossword answers 

also fit the large grid

 1. Witty remarks about 
English animals (8)

 5. A pair of braces? (4)
 9. We will shortly find a 

source of water (4)
 10. Like the greatest very 

large fire-resistant 
material (8)

 11. The lady is twice a 
mother (5)

 12. A rum one mixed to 
inflame with desire (7)

 13. In which sanity carries 
some weight? (6,7)

 18. Parson finds man had 
been lying down (8)

 19. The pit belonging to 
me (4)

 20. Feared an adder being 
disturbed by a man (7)

 21. Some fine verse? Not at 
all! (5)

 22. Fellow worker is ship's 
officer (4)

 23. It covers wound while 
putting clothes on (8)

 2. Get ready to trim 

beforehand (7)

 3. Fine gentleman will 

annoy worker (7)

 4. Does he train teachers 

in the construction 

business? (6,7)

 6. Our town could be old-

fashioned (7)

 7. Shyness of a 

substitute? (7)

 8. Coming back later I go 

in to sell (6)

 13. The coat man on the 

road (7)

 14. Closest Eastern 

resort (7)

 15. Refer to a student 

fighting a duel (6)

 16. First-class, but a 

thousand deducted for 

having no purpose (7)

 17. Business anxiety? (7)

SUDOKU
SUDOKU is a logic puzzle made 

up of 81 squares on a 9x9 grid.
To solve the puzzle, each row, 

column and 3x3 grid within the 
larger grid must end up containing 
each number from 1 to 9, and 
each number can only appear 
once in a row, column or box.

A sudoku grid has a single 
unique solution, which can be 
reached without using guesswork.

 SOLUTION IN NEXT PUBLICATION.



BASKETBALL

THE NBA-leading Phoenix Suns have 
handed the Los Angeles Lakers their 
10th straight road game defeat, routing 
the 17-time champions 140-111 in 
Arizona.

Devin Booker had 30 points, 10 assists 
and four steals while Deandre Ayton had 
23 points and 16 rebounds for the hosts 
who were never threatened on Sunday 
night and improved to 54-14.

Phoenix led 48-22 after the first 
quarter, the Suns’ highest output in a 
period this season, and finished with a 
season-high 79 points at the half.

“We played poorly,” Lakers coach Frank 
Vogel said.

“How we started, really the whole 
night, was unacceptable . . . This is a 
tough matchup to play small-ball against 
but we definitely have to be better than 
we were tonight.” — AAP

Another loss 

on the road 

for Lakers

SPORT BRIEFS

Raducanu out of Indian Wells
US Open champion Emma Raducanu has blown 

her chance to advance to the round of 16 of the 
WTA 1000 event in Indian Wells.

Raducanu served for the match in the deciding 
set against Petra Martic but could not finish 
the job as the Croatian snared a 6-7 (3-7) 6-4 
7-5 victory. The British 11th-seeded Raducanu 
led 5-4 with a break but Martic reeled off three 
successive games to prevail in two hours and 46 
minutes. “I’m happy that I stayed calm when I was 
not playing so good,” Martic said in her on-court 
interview. The match had been an eventful one.

World No.79 Martic seized the early initiative 
with a break in the first set but Raducanu quickly 
turned things around to lead 5-3. — AAP

Monfils defeats Medvedev 
DANIIL Medvedev has crashed out of the Indian 

Wells Masters in the third round to give up his 
world No.1 ranking. Medvedev appeared on track 
to reach the last 16 when he won the first set 
against Gael Monfils but the French ace roared 
back to seal a surprise 4-6 6-3 6-1 victory. Monfils 
clinched the win on the sixth match point in front 
of an adoring California crowd with a backhand 
winner, letting out a roar as he set up a meeting 
with teenage sensation Carlos Alcaraz. “I’m quite 
happy right now, I’m in my zone,” Monfils said. 
Monfils handed Medvedev the break in the ninth 
game of the first set with a pair of double faults 
and two forehand errors, as the reigning US Open 
champion dropped just four points on his serve in 
the opener. — AAP

Russia out, Australia in
AUSTRALIA will replace the suspended Russian 

team for the Billie Jean King Cup tennis Finals.
Russia was banned from defending its Davis 

Cup and Billie Jean King Cup titles following 
its Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine. Belarus, a key 
staging area for the invasion, which Russia says 
is a “special operation”, has also been banned 
from the international team competitions. The 
Australian team were the highest ranked side 
among the losing semi-finalists in 2021 and will 
take Russia’s automatic spot in this year’s Finals 
of the tournament formerly known as the Fed 
Cup. The host cities for the Davis Cup competition 
also have not yet been named. — RNZ

Breakers pipped by Perth
THE Breakers have been beaten 104-102 in 

overtime by the Perth Wildcats in their Australian 
NBL game in Hobart. The Wildcats Vic Law scored 
a game-high 39 points and hit the basketball 
that forced extra time, while Bryce Cotton made 
a three-pointer and was fouled with 1.4 seconds 
left. Hugo Besson (23 points), Yanni Wetzell (17 
points, 19 rebounds) and Ousmane Dieng (eight 
points) led the Breakers. Breakers coach Dan 
Shamir was disappointed but felt his side was 
simply unlucky Cotton ended with the last shot.
The 5 and 14 Breakers are second to bottom on 
the table and play Perth again on Sunday. — RNZ

Mitchell to stay aggressive
AS he prepares to make his return to the NRL, 

South Sydney teammates have declared Latrell 
Mitchell the game’s best player and say they don’t 
want him to change his aggressive nature.

Mitchell makes his comeback for Souths 
against the Melbourne Storm on Thursday after 
serving his suspension for a brutal hit on Sydney 
Roosters centre Joey Manu which rubbed the 
Bunnies No.1 out of their run to the 2021 grand 
final. Last week discussions about the 24-year-
old’s temperament came to the fore once more 
when he was involved in a training ground fracas 
with back-rower Jacob Host.

Host laughed off the altercation but backed 
Mitchell to help them bounce back from their 
season-opening defeat away to the Brisbane 
Broncos. — AAP

Smith still in contention
CAMERON Smith has shot a third round 69 

at the PGA Tour’s weather-disrupted Players 
Championship, keeping the Australian in 
contention for the title.

Having resumed at six under, three off the lead, 
in the delayed championship on Monday morning, 
Smith birdied the ‘island hole’ 17th to close within 
two shots of shock leader Anirban Lahir.

There was a four-way tie for second at Sawgrass 
with Americans Doug Ghim and Sam Burns joined 
by English veteran Paul Casey and Sebastian 
Munoz, of Colombia. Munoz made the cut with 
one shot to spare but carded a 65, only matched 
by Scott Stallings, 15th on five under. Casey had 
started the event with a triple bogey. Alongside 
Smith was American Tom Hoge, who had held a 
share of the lead after 18 and 36 holes. — AAP

RUGBY

THE Covid-hit Hurricanes are 
confident they will be able to play their 
Super Rugby Pacific game against the 
Chiefs this weekend, despite limited 
preparation.

Last weekend’s match against Moana 
Pasifika was postponed as they were 
unable to field a side because of the virus.

There is a chance that this weekend’s 
game against the Chiefs in Wellington 
will be pushed back a day until Sunday.

The game is scheduled for Saturday 
night, but the Hurricanes coach assistant 
Chris Gibbes said there are discussions 
about delaying it a day.

“From our perspective having an extra 
day with the game on Sunday would be 
massively beneficial for us so hopefully 
we can get that across the line.

“The challenge is going to be from a 
training perspective that we get enough 
time and the Sunday game gives us an 
extra day, but if it’s Saturday we’ll deal 
with it.”

Gibbes said his players are back 
training in small groups, however he 
concedes they are still likely to have some 
players unavailable.

“That’s the focus for the next few days, 
we have guys at different stages coming 

back, but we’re confident we’ll have a 
team for this weekend.”

He said preparing for a game when you 
don’t even know what players you will be 
able to field is a challenge.

“We have trained together as a whole 
group for a while and the guys that have 
come in have been very professional 
about the way they go about their 
learnings, so we’re confident that the 
game plan will still roll the way we want 
it to and guys will be able to pick it up.”

Gibbes said their main priority is 
player welfare and that’s all they’re 
focused on.

“We’ve got to make sure we give guys 
the opportunity to get ready, if you try 
forcing teams and guys that aren’t quite 
right you’re not putting them in the 
centre of the conversation.

“If I was a betting man (which I’m 
not) I’d say that we’ll be sweet (to play) 
but you just never know it’s a day-to-
day thing with this Covid and you can’t 
get too far ahead of yourself, but we’re 
confident as a group that we’ll be ready 
to roll.

“We’re desperate to play, we want to be 
playing at our home ground.”

The Hurricanes and Chiefs have two 
wins each from their three games so far. 
 — RNZ

Hurricanes get extra day

BASKETBALL

OKLAHOMA CITY  — Dillon Brooks 
had to wait a few more minutes to make 
his return.

After being sidelined for 27 games 
due to an ankle injury, Brooks walked 
onto the court Sunday only to see that 
both Memphis and Oklahoma City were 
wearing white uniforms. The Grizzlies 
retreated to their locker room to change 
into their navy blues — a five-minute 
delay.

The mishap was a rare snag in an 
otherwise successful night for Brooks 
and Company. The Grizzlies trailed the 
Thunder for a total of 25 seconds all 
night before leaving with a 125-118 win.

Memphis saw a balanced scoring effort: 
Desmond Bane had 21, Jaren Jackson Jr. 
18, Ja Morant 17, Brooks 15, Brandon 
Clarke and Tyus Jones with Ziaire 
Williams had 11.

“Tons of credit to the Thunder,” 
Memphis coach Taylor Jenkins said. 
“They were just relentless for 48 minutes 
. . . We just got enough stops in crucial 
moments there.”

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led the 
Thunder with 31 points and seven 
assists, and Darius Bazley had a season-
high 29 points to go along with 10 
rebounds for Oklahoma City, which has 
lost six of its last seven games.

Memphis led 38-26 at the end of the 
first quarter, with former OKC player 
Steven Adams recording seven points 
and eight rebounds in nine minutes. He 

finished with 9 points and 16 rebounds.
“It was beautiful, man,” Adams said of 

his return. “Nostalgia . . . It was awesome 
coming back.”

The Thunder opened up the second 
quarter on a 7-0 run that Lindy Waters 
III capped off with a 3-pointer, but the 
Grizzlies led 61-54 at halftime.

Despite picking up his fourth foul with 
6:11 left in the third, Gilgeous-Alexander 
stayed in the game and scored seven of 
his team’s next 12 points.

Memphis took a 95-79 lead heading 

into the fourth quarter, but Bazley 
scored 12 points to will Oklahoma City 
into contention. A 3-point shot by Theo 
Maledon trimmed the deficit to 121-115 
with 25.5 seconds left in regulation, but 
the Grizzlies hung on.

“We needed a lot of things to happen  
for us and a lot of stuff not to fall for 
them,” Bazley said of the late push. 
“(Memphis) is a good team . . . But I 
thought we did a good job of just staying 
together and trying to get all the way 
back into it.” — AP

Adams takes win against old team

REBOUNDS ARE MINE: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Isaiah Roby (left) shoots 
in front of Memphis Grizzlies centre Steven Adams. Admas claimed seven offensive 
rebounds of his team’s 20 to secure the win. AP picture

CRICKET by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

IT was always going to be tough. 
To qualify for Saturday’s preliminary 

final, Galaxy World Gisborne Boys’ High 
School needed to beat Horouta with a 
bonus point in 50-over premier-grade 
cricket at the weekend.

Even then, they needed Coastal 
Concrete OBR’s net run-rate to dip against 
Bollywood Stars High School Old Boys.

GBHS were placed fourth in the 
competition with only one win.

Neither the GBHS-Horouta game nor 
the HSOB-OBR game in Round 7 was 

held at the weekend due to players being 
unavailable because of Covid-19.

The preliminary final will now be 
contested by David Situ’s Horouta and 
Nick Greeks’s Coastal Concrete OBR 
on Saturday. The match will start at 
12.30pm on Harry Barker Reserve No.1.

The winners will play Carl Shaw’s 
unbeaten HSOB on March 26.

Poverty Bay director of cricket David 
Castle said: “Seventeen players across 
the premier grade were isolating at the 
weekend due to Covid-19.”

Having had advice from Northern 
Districts Cricket under New Zealand 

Cricket, competition management decided 
to treat both games in Round 7 of the DJ 
Barry Cup as abandoned matches, not as 
games lost by default.

“As a result, potentially vulnerable 
players were not required to come to 
Harry Barker Reserve,” Castle said.

“And nor were Senior B teams set 
to play semifinals put in a position of 
having to fill their clubs’ first-grade 
teams to their competitive cost.

“The health of the cricket community, 
general public and the integrity of 
both our premier and Senior B club 
competitions was our main concern.”

GBHS season over
Horouta and OBR in preliminary semifinal
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Presidents v OBR in final

RUGBY

The Blues women have named six 
Black Ferns and two Black Ferns Sevens 
players in the starting XV for their first 
ever game of Super Rugby Aupiki.

After a Covid decimated buildup which 
included the cancellation of last weekend’s 
game against the hurricanes Poua, the 
Blues are eager and excited to finally get 
on the park, and focussed on a strong 
first-up performance against Matatū on 
Tuesday night in hamilton.

experienced midfielder Ruahei Demant 
will captain the team with the pack 
anchored with Black Ferns props Krystal 
Murray and Aldora Ituna with two 
emerging forwards who were debutants 
on the Black Ferns northern tour in lock 
Maiakawanakaulani Roos and No 8 Liana 
Mikaele-Tu’u.

Canterbury’s Mel Puckett is rewarded 
with the start at halfback inside 
internationals Patricia Maliepo and 
Dement, while there are exciting runners 
outside in Blake Ferns Sevens stars 
Theresa Fitzpatrick and Tyla Nathan-
Wong.

“We have the extended bench and we 
will need to use them wisely,” said coach 
Willie Walker.

“We need to play a good platform and 
establish some opportunities for some of 
our talented young players.”

There are still a number of players 
unavailable as they return to full fitness, 
including captain Aroha Savage and senior 
leader eloise Blackwell.

Walker said while the team had gone 
through many frustrating moments, it was 
now about focusing on what they can do 
on the field for the Aupiki opening game.

“It has been trying for sure and 
challenging but now is our time,” said 
head coach Willie Walker.

“There’s been a lot of chat as we 
watched the others play pre-season and 
competition but now we are finally going 
to get on the park.

“The girls are excited and eager to get 
out in the Blues jersey and represent Blue 
pride.”

Walker said that the focus is firmly on 
performance on the park.

“It’s been a long time coming. We 
understand the situation and now things 
are in our hands. We have put in the work 
and now we need to make sure we are 
mentally on-song to produce things on the 
park. We know we have not had any lead-
up games but we are just pleased that this 
is our chance to shine.” — RNZ

Blues debut team 

FOOTBALL

ARSENAL returned to the Premier League 
top four after goals from Thomas Partey and 
Alexandre Lacazette earned them a 2-0 win 
at home to Leicester City. The win moves the 
Gunners a point ahead of Manchester United but 
crucially Mikel Arteta’s side have three games 
in hand on their rivals for the final Champions 
League slot. Arsenal have now won their last 
five games and a run of nine wins from their last 

eleven encounters in the Premier League has 
transformed their season after a poor start to the 
campaign. Kai Havertz scored an 89th-minute 
winner to give Chelsea a 1-0 victory over 
Newcastle United in their first home match since 
Britain’s government sanctioned Russian owner 
Roman Abramovich with an asset freeze. The 
win left the Blues in third place in the table, 10 
points behind leaders Manchester City who play 
tomorrow, while Newcastle are 14th, nine points 
clear of the relegation zone. — RNZ

Arsenal in top four of EPL

CRICKET by Ben O’Brien-Leaf

THE underdog champions of 2021 have made it 
back to the grand stage.

Bollywood High School Old Boys Presidents 
captain Ollie Needham carried his bat for 53 as 
the blue-and-whites tipped up No.1 seeds the Civil 
Project Solutions Ngatapa Green Caps by four 
wickets in Senior B club cricket’s 1 v 4 semifinal.

This Saturday, from 2pm at Harry Barker Reserve, 
they will defend the Hope Cup against powerful No.2 
seeds the Craig Christophers-led Rawhiti Legal OBR, 
who beat Horouta Te Waka by seven wickets.

Needham’s outfit, who had won only three 
matches before the weekend, lost to Mike Gibson’s 
Green Caps by 25 runs on December 4 but three 
weeks ago they snapped the Caps’ eight-game 
unbeaten streak.

“It was a hard-fought contest befitting a semi, but 
ultimately Mahmood Khan closed out the game for 
us with two sixes,” said Needham, the match and 
Presidents CricHQ MVP (most valuable player).

On Saturday, Needham batted through for the 
second time in 2021-22 to score his first half-century 
of the season. In doing so, he surpassed Horouta’s 
Aman Kamboj as the leading run-scorer (309 at an 
average of 31) in the 30-over competition.

“The first six Mahmood hit was held — reverse 
cup at Cow Corner by Richard Briant — who then 
went over the boundary completing the catch. The 
second six cleared Ryan West at long-off.

“Now we’re into the final against OBR, a side 
stacked with match-winners.”

Ngatapa skipper and MVP Mike Gibson won the 
toss on HBR 3 and chose to bat. The Green Caps 
posted 165-5 on maybe the best-prepared pitch this 
year, both Nos.3 and 2 playing superbly.

Ngatapa’s strokemakers performed. Opener Grant 
Walsh (52) put up his third half-century in eight 
appearances, Gibson made 45 coming in at No.5, 
Ryan West made 27 from second-drop, and Charles 
Morrison made 22 from No.3.

The second-wicket stand of 62 between Walsh 
and Morrison was the biggest partnership of the 
game, and showcased good batsmanship.

Needham (1-14 in four overs) shared the new ball 
with spearhead and former Otago representative 
Jason Lines (1-19), the first of only two of the seven 
options employed to bowl out.

Fourth-change Khan, an attacking outswing 
bowler, took 2-28 from four overs and young 
medium-pacer Marcus Gray (1-21 from two overs) 
finished off the innings.

The first over of the HSOB innings, bowled by Zac 
Borrie (1-35 off three overs) was eventful. Striker’s 
end umpire James Raroa rightly called deliveries 1 
and 3 — full-tosses — as no-balls for height.

With the fifth of eight balls in that set, Borrie 
produced a peach to bowl Matt Jefferd for a golden 
duck.

But in the fifth over, Presidents No.3 Jarrod 
Renouf (31 from 23 balls, with six fours), hit a pull-
shot, then an on-drive, then another pull-shot for 
three consecutive fours to end the over and seize the 
upper hand. Renouf and Needham put on 37 for the 
second wicket.

Gibson took 2-39 off five overs, and gloveman 
Cam McNaught held two catches to finish his season 
with 16 catches atop the fielding leaderboard. 
Campion College’s Daniel Baillie (10) and the HSOB 
regular ’keeper Needham (8) are next in line. Of non-
wicketkeepers, Ngatapa all-rounder West has been 
the most influential, with six catches.

Yet all of this was a mere prelude to Khan’s taking 
15 runs off the 27th over — bowled by Gibson. It 
began with two wides and cost 19. HSOB, 139-6 
after 26 overs, now needed only eight runs in three 
overs to win the game.

They got them, finishing with 166-6 in 28 overs.
Gibson said: “Both teams played well, with our 

guys fighting right to the end. It was a good season.”

THOM Berry and Craig Christophers, batting 
together, do many things.

The B Grade’s best opening pair set the perfect 
tone for OBR with their smart running between 
wickets and punishment of the bad ball. Theirs is a 
high level of batsmanship at the top of the order.

OBR captain and match MVP Christophers 
combined with Berry (80 not out) to put on 145 
runs in 20.2 overs of their seven-wicket win against 
Horouta Te Waka in the 2 v 3 semifinal on HBR 2.

The stand ended when Christophers (68) was 
bowled attempting a pull-shot off seamer Billy Morse. 

Morse, deputising for regular skipper Mel Knight, 
took 1-12 in three overs with a tight left hamstring 
muscle in a brave, quality effort as The Waka’s 
seventh bowler.

Morse praised both OBR and Horouta.
“Craig and Thom batted expertly to steer them into 

the Hope Cup final,” he said.
“Chaitanya Sambare (71 off 60 balls with nine 

fours) was our CricHQ MVP as second-drop but 
there’s no getting away from the fact that we missed 
Mel,” said Morse, who pulled four short balls to the 
boundary in his run-a-ball 26.

“I hurt my left hamstring when I batted and that 
forced us to change our bowling line-up. After trying 
six bowlers, I bowled and got the breakthrough we 
needed, but it was too late.

“I’m proud of the fact that our team executed plans 
to pressure the new batsmen (left-hander Deevon 
Gray, then the B Grade’s only century-maker this 
season, Jannie Jacobs) and try to contain Thom.

“We made OBR work hard for those last 30 runs 
and pushed them to the 29th over.”

Morse won the toss. Grace Levy (11) lost her 
partner Vishal Singh (9) with the score at 14-1 but 
played a fine support role for Sambare in the pair’s 
second-wicket stand of 42.

Sambare continued the onslaught, figuring in a 
third-wicket partnership of 30 with Kamboj (9) and a 
fifth-wicket stand of 34 with Riley Horsfield (4).

Only one leg-before-wicket appeal got the nod in 
the game, a good decision by umpire Gary Coutts. 
Kamboj looked to sweep Christophers (2-23 in six 

overs), off-spin from around-the-wicket. The ball 
pitched in line with off-stump and hit the batsman in 
line with middle and off, just above the ankle.

Horouta reached 174-6 in 30 overs. Christophers 
and the tantalising loop of leg-spinner Mana 
Taumaunu (1-10 in two overs) altered the balance. 
Gloveman Berry’s stumping of Sambare off 
Taumaunu to end the 23rd over at 129-5 was a big 
moment in the game. Morse and Rubi Perano (9no) 
put on 45 for the seventh wicket, a tremendous effort 
from Nos.8 and 7 respectively. 

The OBR openers dominated the run-chase, but 
five overs after Morse dislodged the OBR captain, 
Horsfield leapt to hold an incredible one-handed 
catch off a big drive from Gray, and Kamboj bowled 
Jacobs, who was looking to whip a full-length 
inswinger away square on the leg-side.

The game ended with a touch-shot through mid-
wicket for four by Berry, who caught Horsfield in the 
first innings and had a top all-round match.

Christophers said: “Thom batted beautifully and 
deserved to hit the winning runs. A good partnership 
at the top gave us the advantage, but Horouta never 
gave up and created some nervous moments for 
us before the end of the match . . . 174 was a tricky 
score to chase.

“Billy and his team batted well. They pressured us 
into bowling four-balls and wides.”

1 v 4: BOLLYWOOD HIGH SCHOOL OLD 

BOYS PRESIDENTS 166-6 (Ollie Needham 
53 not out, Jarrod Renouf 31; Mike Gibson 
2-35) beat CIVIL PROJECT SOLUTIONS 

NGATAPA GREEN CAPS 165-5 (Grant 
Walsh 52, Mike Gibson 45, Ryan West 27, Charles 
Morrison 22; Mahmood Khan 2-28).

2 v 3: RAWHITI LEGAL OBR 178-3 
(Thom Berry 80no, Craig Christophers 
68) beat HOROUTA TE WAKA 174-6 
(Chaitanya Sambare 71, Billy Morse 26no; Craig 
Christophers 2-23, Lloyd van Zyl 2-26).

Captains play pivotal roles in semifinal matches
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 Sportsword                                    No 96 
       © Copyright Peter Thomson 2022          

Across 

1 Led White Ferns to historic 

2000 World Cup success (5) 

4 Coached Highlanders to 

2021 Super Rugby Trans-
Tasman final (7) 

8 – of the green (3) 

10 Blues’ Fiji and All Black 

winger 1990s (6) 

12 Formed potent All Black  

midfield pairing with Frank 
Bunce (6) 

13 White Ferns World Cup 

pace bowler, Hannah -- (4) 

14 Legendary 1924 All Black 

“Invincibles” fullback (5) 

15 First joint venture rugby 

body of pro era, abbrev (6) 

19 Black Caps white-ball 

keeper/batsman 2018-21 (8) 

20 Hurricanes/Highlanders All 

Black hooker 2002-13 (4) 

21 Most-capped White Ferns 

cricketer, -- Bates (5) 

22 Highlanders’ All Black prop 

rookie 2021 (2, 5) 
24 Journeyman halfback made 
ABs’ 2002 northern tour (3) 

26 French-trained 2011 

Melbourne Cup winner (7) 
28 Kiwi golfer won men’s golf’s 
“fifth major” 2002 (5) 

30 Aussie rugby league great 

nicknamed “GI” (6) 

31 All Blacks’ 2021 World 

Breakthrough Player of (6) 

Down 

1 White Ferns captain current 
World Cup campaign (6) 

2 Medical procedure, -- scan 

abbrev (3) 

3 Scottish rugby stadium (11) 

 

 

5 Wallabies’ 1999 World Cup-
winning captain (5) 

6 Former Aussie dual 

international, -- Rogers (3) 

7 Japan’s 2006 Melbourne 

Cup winner, -- Blues (5) 

9 Life story, abbrev (3) 

11 Colin Meads’ great 

Springbok rival, Frik -- (2, 5) 

16 Popular section of 

Dunedin’s stadium, the -- (3) 

17 Kiwi wiinner famed Boston 

and New York marathons 
1981, Allison -- (3) 

18 Hurricanes/Chiefs All 

Black first-five 2010-17 (6) 

20 Former Black Caps 

opening batsman, Matt -- (5) 

21 Black Caps leggie made 

Test debut v Bangladesh 2013 
(5) 

 

23 Champion British heavy- 
weight boxer, -- Fury (5) 

25 Parramatta rugby league 

club’s nickname (4) 
27 Australian football 
competition, abbrev (3) 

28 Golf event, -- am (3) 

29 Counties All Black prop 

1979-81, -- Ketels (3) 
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TWO more Tairawhiti Legends of Sport 
were inducted at the Sporting Excellence 
Awards this month — Raipoia Brightwell 
(waka ama) and Terry Sheldrake 
(triathlon).

Brightwell, daughter of Tahitian 
traditional voyager Francis Cowan, was 
part of the land support team for the 
Hawaikinui voyage undertaken by her 
husband Matahi and her father. Their 
journey using a traditional craft and 
handed-down knowledge showed how 
Maori could have navigated their way to 
Aotearoa.

The inclusion of Raipoia Brightwell 
in the Tairawhiti Legends of Sport 
recognises her contribution to the 
development of waka ama as a sport 
in New Zealand, her prowess as an 
international-class paddler and steerer, 
and her coaching with the country’s first 
waka ama club, Mareikura.

She follows her husband Matahi 
Brightwell into the ranks of the Tairawhiti 
Legends of Sport, just as she did when 
she followed him into the Waka Ama New 
Zealand Hall of Fame a few years after 
Matahi and two other pioneers of the sport 
were the first to be inducted.

Terry Sheldrake was one of four 
founding members of the Eastland 
Triathlon Club in 1983 and helped form 
the New Zealand Triathlon Association in 
1984.

He drove the establishment in Gisborne 
of the Eastland Sports Foundation 
Education Trust, now known as Sport 
Gisborne Tairawhiti.

HONOURED: Terry Sheldrake, above, photographed last year about 
the time he received the Sir Eion and Jan, Lady Edgar Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his services to triathlon and sport, and 
Raipoia Brightwell, right, pictured when she was inducted into the 
Waka Ama New Zealand Hall of Fame. Both have now been inducted 
into the ranks of Tairawhiti Legends of Sport. File pictures

Two new 
legends 
inducted

As founding chief executive of 
the regional sports trust, he led the 
organisation from 1990 to 2002.

Sheldrake and his wife Kathy were 
integral to the delivery of the Weet-Bix 
Kids TRYathlon.

Terry Sheldrake was president of 
Triathlon New Zealand from 1996 

to 2000, and on the International 
Triathlon Union (ITU) executive board 
from 2008 to 2020. He was made a life 
member of Triathlon New Zealand in 
2009 and in 2015 received the New 
Zealand Order of Merit for services to 
triathlon.

At last year’s New Zealand Sport and 

Recreation Awards, Sheldrake received 
a lifetime achievement award.

In a video feed, Sheldrake said sport 
was all about the athletes. If they were 
having a good time, the work done by 
administrators amounted to an amazing 
way to spend a life. He thanked his wife 
and family for their support.
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WORLD TOMORROW
Adelaide fine 20 32
Amsterdam fine 3 15
Bangkok thunder 27 33
Beijing cloudy 5 12
Berlin fine 4 14
Brisbane showers 19 29
Buenos Aires fine 20 30
Cairo fine 7 18
Canberra cloudy 11 24
Cape Town fine 17 23
Delhi windy 19 36
Frankfurt fine 3 17
Geneva fine 4 18
Hong Kong cloudy 20 25
London rain 2 15
Los Angeles fine 12 27
Melbourne showers 19 27
Moscow snow -7 -1
New York fine 9 14
Paris fine 8 20
Perth fine 18 27
Singapore thunder 24 34
Stockholm fine -1 9
Suva thunder 24 31
Sydney showers 19 25
Tokyo fine 9 20
Toronto fine 0 14

Rain, possibly heavy. 

Southerlies, strong in 

exposed places at times.

Showers. Southerlies. Showers. Southerlies. Showers, clearing and 

becoming fine. Southerlies.

TOMORROW THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Rain, possibly 

heavy. Fresh 

southerlies.

Showers. 

Southerlies.

Showers. 

Southerlies.

1958 –  The lowest North Island 

mean sea level pressure on record, 

963 hPa, was recorded at Cape 

Reinga as former-tropical cyclone 

Ida passed nearby.
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NZ TOMORROW
Auckland fi ne 27
Hamilton fi ne 26
Tauranga fi ne 25
Rotorua fi ne 22
Taupo fi ne 19
Napier showers 19
New Plymouth fi ne 23
Palmerston North fi ne 20
Wellington showers 18
Christchurch showers 16
Queenstown showers 18
Dunedin fi ne 14

morning min  13
max  18

morning min  14
max  19

morning min  12
max  18
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SUN PROTECTION ALERT

Data provided by NIWA
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A subtropical low to the 

northeast of the North Island 

moves away to the east 

tomorrow. A front moves up 

the east coast of the South 

Island during today and 

tomorrow. A ridge spreads 

over most of the country 

during Thursday.
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FUN WEEKEND: The loss 
of the New Zealand surf 
lifesaving championships 
due to Covid for the second 
year in a row was a big blow 
to the movement’s young 
athletes. For 80 of them, 
though, events in Gisborne 
at the weekend were loads 
of fun. Included were the 
inaugural Gizzy Grinder run/
swim/craft race, won by 
Waikanae’s Jack Keepa, and 
an ironman “eliminator” event 
at Midway.

Pictures by Keepa Digital

Competition attracts
SURF LIFESAVING by Murray Robertson

MORE than 80 athletes from surf 
lifesaving clubs across the eastern region 
enjoyed a big weekend of competition in 
Gisborne.

It was a replacement event for the 
cancelled 2022 Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand national championships.

The nationals were to have been held in 
Christchurch over the weekend but were 
cancelled due to Covid.

Eight clubs — Whangamata, Waihi, Mt 
Maunganui, Omanu, Papamoa, Whakatane, 
Waikanae and Midway — had athletes 
taking part in the Gisborne competition 
instead.

“On Friday afternoon athletes competed 
either individually or as part of a team in 
the inaugural Gizzy Grinder,” eastern region 
surf lifesaving sport manager Sonia Keepa 
said.

The race incorporated a run, bridge jump, 
swim, board and ski, she said.

It was likened to a small-scale 
Coolangatta Gold endurance race, held 
across the Turanganui River, Waikanae and 
Midway beaches, and Turanganui-a-Kiwa/
Poverty Bay.

“Teams were greeted with a magic Midway 
day for Saturday’s ‘Iron Eliminator’, beach 
flags, and teams challenge events,” Keepa 
said.

“Clear blue skies and two feet of clean 
swell made for fun conditions throughout 
the day.”

The “Iron Eliminator” was modelled on the 
Nutri-Grain elimination event in Australia.

The Team Relays Challenge after lunch 
began with run-swim, board-run, ski-run 
and rescue relays contested across two 
rounds over the afternoon.

Keepa said clubs used the opportunity to 
mix experienced athletes with younger team 
members to allow mentoring of race skills.

On Sunday, the paddleboard competition 
was held at Wainui to make the most of surf 
conditions.

“Teams were formulated and with the 
help of Gisborne Boardriders Club members 
Andrew McCulloch, Kieran Grealish, Glen 
Sutton, and Matt and Jack Long, a tag-team 
format was implemented,” Keepa said.

Some outstanding boardriding and big-
surf skills were on show, with “awesome” 
hooting and encouragement coming from the 
beach.

Keepa thanked all those who helped 
realise the idea of the event format and 
contributed to making the weekend 
competition happen.

She paid tribute to the athletes, who — 
despite the difficulties of the past two years, 
with both national championships cancelled 
— had refused to get down about it.

“They have continued to show up, train, 
commit and encourage their peers to be part 
of an amazing sport and community,” Keepa 
said.

She thanked the clubs, coaches and 
parents for their support.

Results —
Gizzy Grinder — Open male: Jack Keepa 

(Waikanae) 1; Jacob Corrin (Midway) 2; Yahni Brown 
(Midway) 3.

Open female: Maddison Greetham (Omanu) 1; Trelise 
Chote (Papamoa) 2; Georgia Davoren (Papamoa) 3. 

Male Iron Eliminator: Jack Keepa (Waikanae) 1; 
Daniel Hart (Mt Maunganui Lifeguard Service MMLS) 2; 
Braith Swanberg (Omanu) 3. Female Iron Eliminator: 
Sophie Petro (Midway) 1; Maddison Greetham (Omanu) 
2; Olivia Marshall (MMLS) 3.

Races draw athletes from 
across eastern region


