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2nd International Conference on Decentralisation Federalism: The Future of Decentralizing States? 25 27 July 2002. Manila, Philippines Overview of Decentralisation Worldwide : A Stepping Stone to improved Governance and Human Development Robertson Work Principal Policy Advisor, Decentralisation Democratic Governance Team IDG/BDP. UNDP New York United Nations Development Programme Introduction Today, academics, practitioners and development stakeholders universally recognize the importance of good governance practices for alleviating chronic poverty and injustice. Simultaneously, the world has increasingly turned towards the practice of decentralisation to assure democratic governance for human development. The first section of this paper will provide the conceptual framework linking development, governance and decentralisation. It will also attempt to outline the relationship between federal and unitary states and decentralisation.
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