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in celebration of the Redland Green Fountain Restoration and the visit to Bristol of the British Fountain Society

+LVWRULFDO�%DFNJURXQG
During Temple Local history Group’s survey of Street Furniture we decided to focus 

on our city’s many public drinking fountains as a separate study. Carrying out a survey 

of Bristol’s drinking fountains often required the "Eye of Faith" because some of those 

noted in earlier accounts were completely missing. A notable example was Bristol's 

famous Angel Fountain that used to be on one of the city’s busiest road junctions, 

opposite Bristol Bridge on the east end wall of St. Nicholas Church in the High Street. 

This fountain often featured in photographs of 

Bristol and was also known to many as a newspaper 

seller had his pitch in front of it. However when we 

enquired we were told that the only surviving pieces 

were believed to be in "safe-keeping" in a 

corporation store. In an attempt to find out more 

about this former landmark, now only marked by the 

shrapnel-pocked remains of a marble-backing slab, 

we had to turn to the history books. This is the story 

of what we discovered and how it put us on the trail 

of many other fountains including the delight on the 

Redland Hill corner of Redland Green (right).

---ooOoo---

When we started our survey we noticed that many dated from 1859 and at first we 

couldn't understand what had caused the outbreak of �)RXQWDLQ� )UHQ]\��� As is 

usually the case, the explanation was quite simple but nevertheless an interesting 

aspect of Bristol's history.
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Bristol had its first municipal water supply in 1858, resulting in an upsurge of interest 

in matters of public health.  Correspondence on the subject between Mr Robert Lang 

and Mr William Naish, Chairman of the Local Board of Health, was published in the 

Bristol Times. To publicise the new municipal water supply and to encourage the 

Temperance cause, Mr Lang proposed during the course of a Council meeting in 

January 1859 that a number of drinking fountains should be erected throughout the 

city. As an exemplar, he donated one hundred pounds to start the "Fountain Fund". His 

public-spirited action resulted in many other donations being made by prominent 

citizens during the course of the year.  Turning to Arrowsmith's Dictionary of Bristol 

we discovered that “There are over forty fountains in different parts of the city, the 

following being the principal” :-

§ $OGHUPDQ� 3URFWRU
V, Clifton Down, The Promenade [recently moved across the 

road]

§ %DWK�6WUHHW
§ %HGPLQVWHU�%ULGJH
§ %UDQGRQ�+LOO
§ &OLIWRQ�'RZQ�[at Gloucester Row]

§ &ROVWRQ
V�$YHQXH
§ 'XUGKDP�'RZQ�[near the reservoir]

§ +DPSWRQ�5RDG
§ +D\PDUNHW�[St. James' Churchyard]

§ +LJK�6WUHHW�[the aforementioned $QJHO�)RXQWDLQ]
§ +RWZHOO
§ /RZHU�%HUNHOH\�3ODFH
§ 1HSWXQH�6WDWXH�[Victoria Street]

§ 1LFKRODV�VWUHHW
§ 2OG�.LQJ�6WUHHW
§ 5HGODQG�*UHHQ [in memory of John Bryant and Emily Clifford]

§ 6LPRQ�6KRUW�0HPRULDO
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§ 6W��3KLOLS
V�%ULGJH
§ 6W��9LQFHQW
V�6SULQJ
§ 6WRNH�5RDG
§ 7KH�7ULDQJOH�[Queen's Road]

§ 8ULDK�5HHV�7KRPDV�0HPRULDO�DQG�&ORFN�WRZHU�[at the top of the Blackboy Hill]

§ :HOVK�%DFN
§ :HVWEXU\�RQ�7U\P

7RGD\¶V�)RXQWDLQV�
Our society, Temple Local History Group, produced a fifty-eight page illustrated 

publication for the “Parish Boundary Markers and Stones of Bristol” (ISBN 0 951 00 

68 7 8) which is used by historians and by the City to support their planning, 

conservation and listing activities. For the same reason, if there is sufficient interest we 

plan to produce a similar gazetteer of Bristol Fountains. 

There follows a YHU\ short extract from our ‘Fountain’ records which includes, in 

addition to those fountains which were the subject of the tour, others in the locality 

which can be seen if you visit our city.

$�7KUHH�KRXU�7RXU - et seq

� 6W�0DU\�5HGFOLIIH�9HVWU\��&RQGXLW��5HGFOLIIH�+LOO��FLUFD�����
The bronze conduit outlet is set in the outside of the west wall of the churchyard 

and a commemorative plaque records the granting to the church of the right of 

water from Robert de Berkely’s ‘Rugewell’ at Knowle. The annual walk of the 

pipe, a couple of miles, is an ancient Bristol custom which still takes place on the 

last Saturday in September. The participants are ‘bumped’ on each of the stones 

that mark the route. Further details can be obtained from the vestry.
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� 0RQXPHQW��IRUPHU�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ�± 6RPHUVHW�6TXDUH��5HGFOLIIH
Listed Grade II Conduit head and drinking fountain, circa 1756, the date of the 

square. Form: octagonal freestone structure, on pennant-stone plinth, gothic trefoil 

arches, with plain columns with capped with a vase and fircone decoration. 

� )RUPHU�&KXUFK\DUG�'ULQNLQJ�IRXQWDLQ��7HPSOH�&KXUFK��7HPSOH
Recently fallen into disrepair, to the benefit of the adjacent publicans!

� 7KH�$UN�DQG�)LVK��'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��&DVWOH�3DUN
This design by Kate Malone and dating from 1993 is an absolute delight. It was 

commissioned especially for the new park and is everything that a drinking 

fountain should be - functional, aesthetically pleasing, and witty.

� 7KH�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ�DQG�0D]H��&DVWOH�3DUN
This water feature was also commissioned especially for the new park. It is situated 

in the garden adjacent to the bombed shell of St Peter’s Church. The design 

provides a fine sense of form, function and place, matching as it does the serenity 

of the location.

� )RUPHU�µ$QJHO�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ¶��+LJK�6WUHHW��HDVW�ZDOO�RI�6W�1LFKRODV�&KXUFK
As mentioned in the introduction, this fountain, one of the results of Mr Lang’s 

initiative, was erected by the ‘Iron Merchants of Bristol’ on 19th November 1859. A 

well-known Bristol landmark (a newspaper seller had his pitch here for many

years), it was damaged during WWII and then removed for repair. The only 

remaining evidence is the shrapnel marks still visible on the church wall. A 

Coalbrookdale pattern, Number 101, it was in the form of the upper three feet of an 

Angel’s torso holding the Bible open at John IV v13 & 14, “Whosoever shall drink 

of these waters shall thirst again, but …”, with a scalloped iron basin beneath. In 

addition to the wartime damage this fountain suffered from post-war neglect and 

resistance from those responsible for the church structure because water from the 
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fountain was causing damp penetration of the east wall. After many years of neglect 

in a city council yard, representations from the Temple Local History Group and 

the Bristol Civic Society resulted in the remains being eventually moved to the 

Bristol Industrial Museum. Note: there is a surviving identical ‘Angel Fountain’ 

from the same Coalbrookdale pattern in the centre of Birmingham, set in the 

churchyard wall of St Philips.

� )RUPHU�4XHHQ�9LFWRULD�0HPRULDO�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��H[WHULRU�RI�WKH�0DUNHW�+RXVH�ZDOO��6W�1LFKRODV�6WUHHW
Listed Grade II, this nice little brightly painted cast iron wall fountain dates from 

1859. Supposedly the first public fountain to Queen Victoria, it features the young 

Queen supported by cherubs. Designed by Wills Bros of Suffolk, sculpted by Payne 

and paid for by Mr Budgett, a Bristol Grocery Merchant, it is from the 

Coalbrookdale catalogue, pattern number 106. The iron back plate and basin were 

damaged and in 1982 the basin was rebuilt in concrete/resin. Until recently the 

fountain was kept painted by a Mr John Hewett of Whitehall in Bristol.

� 6W�-RKQ¶V�&RQGXLW��RXWOHW�LQ�WKH�&LW\�:DOO�EHQHDWK�6W�-RKQ¶V�&KXUFK
Although known locally as “St John’s Conduit”, it is more correctly referred to as 

“The Carmelite Pipe”. The pipe was named after the White Friars who in 1267 took 

the water from their springs on the slopes of Brandon Hill (top of Park Street) to 

their house in Colston Street (the present-day Colston Hall occupies the site). The 

St John's conduit house is a recent addition, i.e. 1376, and arises from the granting 

of a branch or ‘Feather’ to the parishioners of St John’s. With the dissolution of the 

monasteries the water supply reverted to the Parish and the City. During the ‘blitz’ 

of the last war this provided the only source of potable water for the local residents. 

The water had run continually until the effects of an upsurge in building 

development caused it to stop for a number of years. As a result of entreaties from 

every interested group and organisation, it appears that the City has now finally 

found and fixed the break in the underground pipe! Full details of this very 

complex system are contained in the Temple Local History Group publication 
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entitled “An account of St John’s Conduit ~ Bristol’s Medieval Water System” 

(ISBN 0 951 0068 0 0).

� +RUVH�WURXJK�ZLWK�GRJ�EDVLQ��QRUWK�VLGH�RI�&ROVWRQ�$YHQXH�E\�WKH�&HQRWDSK
This dates from 1908; the inscription reads: “In grateful memory of Captain R. B 

Nicholetts R.N. who died August 14th 1908. This trough is erected for the use of 

animals of whom he was always the unfailing friend and champion. Blessed are the 

merciful.”

�� )RUPHU�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��,QGXVWULDO�	�)LQH�$UW�([KLELWLRQ��&ROVWRQ�$YHQXH��DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�VWDWXH�RI�(GZDUG�&ROVWRQ
This square Grade II listed polished grey and red granite fountain with brass Coat 

of Arms of the City and lion head spouts was erected to celebrate the success of the 

exhibition held on the site (known locally as Magpie Park) in 1893. The exhibition 

raised £2,200 for five local medical charities and the fountain, which cost £220, has 

a descriptive plaque giving further details and names of the committee members 

responsible for its erection.

�� )RUPHU�3DULVK�3XPS��6W�6WHSKHQ¶V�&KXUFK\DUG
This 19th century pump set in the wall of the churchyard faces outwards for the use 

of the parish and is unusual in that it is box cased in cast iron panels. Although no 

longer in use, it has been maintained in recent years by members of Temple Local 

History Group as a ‘thank you’ for help received from the vestry.

�� %ULVWRO¶V�QHZHVW�ZDWHU�IHDWXUH��7KH�µ&HQWUH¶
‘Forty-ish computer controlled small jets and a cascade’ must be seen to be 

believed; viewed by many Bristol taxpayers as controversial.
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�� .LQJ�*HRUJH�9�)RXQWDLQ��RQ�1DUURZ�4XD\�VLGH�RI�%URDG�4XD\�+RXVH
Nice use of monumental figures from the former CWS building, replaced by Broad 

Quay House completed on the 27th May 1982 with a grant of £25,000 from the 

King George V Memorial Fund. �ERWK�VLGHV�LOOXVWUDWHG�EHORZ�

�� 6DEULQD�DQG�KHU�DWWHQGDQWV��LQ�FRXUW\DUG�RI�%URDG�4XD\�+RXVH��1DUURZ�4XD\
In a private courtyard, normally accessible during office hours but still visible from 

the quayside out of hours, this design is by George Laing. This fountain tucked 

away in the courtyard is an often-overlooked delight.

�� 7KH�0LOOHQQLXP�)RXQWDLQ��0LOOHQQLXP�6TXDUH��&DQRQ¶V�0DUVK
An excellent laminar flow fountain, but who will be the first visitor to get a wet 

seat?  Visit it to see what we mean! The square and surrounding attractions look 

like becoming a vibrant new centre for Bristol - what the city has long needed.

That concludes the tour around the central area of the city - a morning’s 

tour. The following list gives others that you might like to see during your 

visit. Although a walking tour encompassing all of them would be 

onerous and a bus tour time consuming and very expensive, it would be 

feasible to visit most if not all of them by car.
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v &RPSXWHU�&RQWUROOHG�:DWHU�-HWV��&ULEEV�&DXVHZD\�6KRSSLQJ�0DOO*RRG�� EXW� LW� ZRXOG� EH� QLFH� WR� VHH� PRUH� RI� WKH� SRVVLEOH� SURJUDPPHV� XVHG�

�LOOXVWUDWHG�
v .LQJ�(GZDUG�9,,�0HPRULDO�)RXQWDLQ��9LFWRULD�5RRPV*UDGH�,,�/LVWHG��GDWHG�������GHVLJQHG�E\�5LFNDUG�	�3RROH��DQG�QHZO\�UHVWRUHG�WR�LWV�IRUPHU�JORU\��D�ILQH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�$UW��)RUP��)XQFWLRQ�DQG�PRGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�± WKHUH� LV�HYHQ�DQ�DQHPRPHWHU� �ZLQG�VSHHG�JDXJH�� WR�FRQWURO� WKH� IRXQWDLQ�ZDWHU�SUHVVXUH�VR�WKDW�RQ�ZLQG\�GD\V�WKH�SUHVVXUH�LV�UHGXFHG�LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�WKH�ZDWHU�GRHV�QRW�EORZ�DFURVV�WKH�DGMDFHQW�URDGZD\�
v 3UHDFKLQJ�&URVV�DQG�IRUPHU�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��6W�-DPHV¶�&KXUFK\DUG7KH� UHVWRUDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� FURVV� �WKH� VKDIW� LV� EURNHQ� DQG� WKH� WDEHUQDFOH� KHDG� LV�PLVVLQJ�� LV� DQRWKHU� SURSRVHG� 7/+*� SURMHFW�� 7KH� VWHSSHG� EDVH� FRQWDLQV� D� QRZ�GHIXQFW�GULQNLQJ�IRXQWDLQ�DQG�EDVLQ�
v $OGHUPDQ�3URFWRU¶V�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��&OLIWRQ�'RZQ*UDGH�,,�/LVWHG��LW�ZDV�HUHFWHG�LQ������WR�UHFRUG�WKH�OLEHUDO�JLIW�WR�WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�%ULVWRO�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�XVH�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�&OLIWRQ�	�'XUGKDP�'RZQV�IRU�HYHU�±SUHVHUYHG�E\�DQ�$FW�RI�3DUOLDPHQW��,Q������WKLV�WULDQJXODU�*RWKLF�VWUXFWXUH�RI�%DWK�6WRQH�ZLWK� D� SRLQWHG� DUFK� VXSSRUWHG� E\� SLQN� JUDQLWH� FROXPQV� RQ� HDFK� IDFH�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�³«RQH�RI�WKH�SUHWWLHVW�GHVLJQHG�IRXQWDLQV�LQ�%ULVWRO´��2ULJLQDOO\�VLWHG�DW�WKH�KHDG�RI�%ULGJH�9DOOH\�5RDG��LW�ZDV�FDXVLQJ�D�WUDIILF�KD]DUG�DQG�LQ�WKH�
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����¶V�ZDV�PRYHG�WR�LWV�SUHVHQW�ORFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�JUDVV�RQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URDG��7KH�QHZ�ORFDWLRQ�DOORZV�HDVLHU�DQG�VDIHU�DFFHVV�DQG�KDV�WKH�PHULW�RI�EHLQJ�LQ�VLJKW�RI�WKH�0DQVLRQ�+RXVH��WKH�/RUG�0D\RU
V�RIILFLDO�UHVLGHQFH� LWVHOI�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�&LW\� RI� %ULVWRO� E\� $OGHUPDQ� 3URFWRU�� 7KH� UHORFDWLRQ� ZDV� DOVR� XVHG� DV� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�D�PDMRU�UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURJUDPPH�
v 'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��&OLIWRQ�'RZQ�6XVSHQVLRQ�%ULGJH HQG�RI�*ORXFHVWHUVKLUH�5RZ� 7KLV� IRXQWDLQ�KDV�DQ�HODERUDWHIRXU�FROXPQHG�FDVW�LURQ�FDQRS\�E\�0F)DUODQH¶V�RI�*ODVJRZ�OHW�GRZQ�E\�D�PRGHUQ������V�� FROXPQ� W\SH�SXVK�EXWWRQ� IRXQWDLQ� �EXW�DW� OHDVW� LW�ZRUNV����$�WZLQ�RI� WKLV�IRXQWDLQ�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�RXWVLGH�WKH�1RUWK�0HOERXUQH�3RVW�2IILFH��$XVWUDOLD�
v 4XHHQ�9LFWRULD�'LDPRQG�-XELOHH�0HPRULDO�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��7KH�*UHHQ��6KLUHKDPSWRQ7KH�IRXU�FROXPQHG�FDVW�LURQ�FDQRS\�E\�0F)DUODQH¶V�RI�*ODVJRZ�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�DW�*ORXFHVWHU�5RZ�EXW�WKH�IRXQWDLQ�DQG�EDVLQ�DUH�YHU\�HODERUDWH�ZLWK�D�ELUG��KHURQ�RU� VWRUN�� DV� D� VXSSRUWHU� IRU� WKH� QRZ�PLVVLQJ� FKDLQHG� FXSV�� 7KHVH� YHU\� SRSXODU�GHVLJQV� ZHUH� UHJLVWHUHG� LQ� ����� DQG� XVHG� WKURXJKRXW� *UHDW� %ULWDLQ� DQG� WKH�(PSLUH�
v 6LPRQ�6KRUW�0HPRULDO�)RXQWDLQ��+RWZHOOV*UDGH� ,,� /LVWHG�� HUHFWHG� LQ� ����� DV� D� PHPRULDO� WR� 6LPRQ� 6KRUW�� RQH� RI� WKH�RULJLQDWRUV�RI�WKH�6HDPDQ¶V�,QVWLWXWH�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�PRYHPHQWV�IRU�WKHLU�ZHOIDUH��2ULJLQDOO\� VLWHG� RQ� %ULVWRO� 'RFNV� &RPSDQ\� ODQG� LW� ZDV� PRYHG� WR� WKH� SUHVHQW�ORFDWLRQ� DQG� UHVWRUHG� ZKHQ� WKH� VLWH� ZDV� QHHGHG� IRU� WKH� QHZ�&XPEHUODQG� %DVLQ�WUDIILF�V\VWHP��&XUUHQWO\�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�.QLJKWVWRQH�+RXVLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW��SODQQLQJ�SHUPLVVLRQ�ZDV�FRQGLWLRQDO�XSRQ�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�PDLQWHQDQFH�E\�WKH�GHYHORSHUV�
v 8ULDK�5HHV�7KRPDV�0HPRULDO�'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ�DQG�&ORFN�7RZHU��%ODFNER\�+LOO*UDGH� ,,�/LVWHG� HUHFWHG� LQ������� WKH�5HY�8��5�7KRPDV�ZDV� WKH� ILUVW�0LQLVWHU�RI�
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5HGODQG�3DUN�&KDSHO��D�SRVLWLRQ�KH�KHOG� IRU� IRUW\�\HDUV��XQWLO�KLV�GHDWK�LQ�������+LV�PHPRULDO� LV�D�PDVVLYH�RFWDJRQDO�VWUXFWXUH� LQ�SROLVKHG�SLQN�JUDQLWH�FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�ILYH�EDVLQV��D�WLOHG�URRI�DQG�FXSROD�FRQWDLQLQJ�DQ�HOHFWULF�FORFN�E\�.HPS�%URV��7KH� FORFN� LV� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� DQ� DQQXDO�PDLQWHQDQFH� FRQWUDFW� EXW VDGO\� WKH�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�LV�QRW�
v 'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��DW�HQWUDQFH�WR�6W�$QGUHZ¶V��%LUGFDJH��:DON��6W�$QGUHZ¶V�&KXUFK\DUG��7KH�)RVVHZD\��&OLIWRQ*UDGH�,,�/LVWHG�� WKH�&OLIWRQ�	�+RWZHOOV�,PSURYHPHQW�6RFLHW\��&+,6�� LV�FXUUHQWO\�WU\LQJ�WR�UDLVH�WKH�IXQGV�WR�JHW�WKLV�ODWH���WK FHQWXU\�IRXQWDLQ�UHVWRUHG�
v0D]H�IRXQWDLQ��9LFWRULD�3DUN%XLOW� LQ� ������ LW� OLHV� RQ� WKH� URXWH� RI� WKH� 5HGFOLIIH� 3LSH��:DWHU� IURP� WKH� FRQGXLW�V\VWHP�LV�GLYHUWHG�WR�IORZ�WKURXJK�WKH�WKLUW\�IRRW�GLDPHWHU�&KULVWLDQ�0D]H�GHVLJQ��7KH�PD]H�GHVLJQ�ZDV�FKRVHQ�EHFDXVH�LW�UHSOLFDWHV�RQH�RI�WKH�PHGLHYDO�URRI�ERVVHV�ZLWKLQ�6W�0DU\�5HGFOLIIH�&KXUFK�� ,Q������D�PDMRU� FLYLO� HQJLQHHULQJ�SURMHFW� WRRN�SODFH�EHQHDWK�9LFWRULD�3DUN�DQG� WKH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKLV� IRXQWDLQ�ZDV� VHHQ�DV�D�VLJQLILFDQW� OLQN��ERWK�EHWZHHQ�WKH�&LW\�DQG�WKH�&KXUFK�DQG�DV�D�SURMHFW�VSDQQLQJ�QHDUO\� HLJKW� FHQWXULHV� RI� SDULVK� KLVWRU\�� $V� D� ILQDO� QRWH�� IXQG� UDLVLQJ� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�PD]H�IRXQWDLQ�UHVXOWHG�LQ�VXIILFLHQW�IXQGV�EHLQJ�UDLVHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�IRU�D�YLOODJH�LQ�$IULFD�
v µ*DLXV�6HQWLXV¶��'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ��:DUPOH\�RQ� WKH� %ULVWRO� WR� %DWK� &\FOH� SDWK� 'HVLJQHG� E\� *RUGRQ� %URZQ�� WKLV� PXVW� EH�%ULVWRO¶V�PRVW�PDUYHOORXV� DQG� LPDJLQDWLYH�PRGHUQ�GULQNLQJ� IRXQWDLQ�� ,W� LV� UHDOO\�ZRUWK�µGULYLQJ�WR�GULQN¶�IRU�± ZH�PHDQ��RI�FRXUVH��F\FOLQJ�DQG�ZDWHU�
v &OOU�:�'�:DWWV�0HPRULDO��IRUPHU��'ULQNLQJ�)RXQWDLQ� +RUILHOG�MXQFWLRQ�RI�.HOODZD\�$YHQXH�	�:HOOLQJWRQ�+LOO� 7KLV�LV�DQRWKHU�VSOHQGLG�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�0F)DUODQH�,URQ�)RXQGU\��UHFHQWO\�UHVWRUHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�DQG�RQFH�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�:25.,1*�ODPS��7KH�WZHQW\�IRRW�KLJK�JUHHQ�SDLQWHG�IRXQWDLQ�
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LQ� WKH� IRUP�RI� D� ODPS�VWDQGDUG� FRPELQHV� GULQNLQJ� IRXQWDLQV�DQG�DQLPDO WURXJKV�DQG� QRZ� VWDQGV� RQ� WKH� JUDVV� YHUJH� DW� WKH� FRUQHU� RI� .HOODZD\� $YHQXH� DQG�:HOOLQJWRQ�+LOO�� +RZHYHU�� LW� ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� ORFDWHG� DW� WKH� ERWWRP� RI� WKH� ORFDOO\�NQRZQ� µ3LJ�6W\� +LOO¶�� DOVR� LQ� +RUILHOG�� ,Q� WKH� ��WK FHQWXU\� WKHUH� ZHUH� VWDEOHV�QHDUE\�IRU�WKH�WUDFH�KRUVHV�QHHGHG�WR�KHOS�KHDYLO\�ODGHQ�FDUWV�XS�WKH�KLOO�� DQG�,¶P�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�IRXQWDLQ�ZDV�ZHOFRPHG�E\�DOO��ZKHWKHU�WZR�RU�IRXU�OHJJHG��$OWKRXJK�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\� URDG� ZLGHQLQJ� UHVXOWHG� LQ� WKH� UHPRYDO� RI� WKH� IRXQWDLQ� LW� ZDV�IRUWXQDWHO\�VDYHG�WR�LWV�QHZ�ORFDWLRQ��DOEHLW�VDQV�JDV�ODPS�RU�ZDWHU�VXSSO\��(YHU\�IRXQWDLQ�DQG�ZDWHULQJ�KROH�LQ�%ULVWRO�KDV�D�VWRU\�DWWDFKHG��DQG�ZH�KDYH�PDQDJHG�WR�UHFRUG�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�DQHFGRWDO�GHWDLOV�
v *ROGQH\�+RXVH�*URWWR�DQG�ZDWHU�IHDWXUHV�8QLYHUVLW\�+DOO�RI�5HVLGHQFH��&OLIWRQ� $ FODVVLF�H[DPSOH�RI�9LFWRULDQ�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG� IROO\� FRQVWUXFWLRQ��2I�FRXUVH� LW�DOZD\V�KHOSV� LI� \RX�DUH�D�PHUFKDQW�ZKR�FDQ�LQVWUXFW�\RXU�&DSWDLQV�WR�EULQJ�VKHOOV�DQG�FRUDOV�EDFN�ZLWK�WKHP�IURP�WKHLU�WUDGLQJ�YR\DJHV�
That concludes this brief overview of some of Bristol’s fountains and water features -

however, there are many more! For more information contact us using our on-line 

enquiry form.

In addition to those listed above, some fountains were combined with cattle and other 

animal troughs. The first of these was provided by the SPCA at the Jacob's Wells and 

opened on September the 7th 1883. Many drinking troughs were provided by the 

ladies of the Metropolitan Cattle & Horse Trough association.

Sadly the first fountain resulting from the setting up of the "Fountain Fund" in 1859 by 

Mr Robert Lang, which was a Coalbrookdale design and located at the Triangle in 

Clifton, succumbed to road widening and is no more.

http://www.history4u.info/enquiry form.htm
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The background to some of the fountains is shrouded in the mists of time. What of 

John Bryant and Emily Clifford who sponsored the Redland Green Fountain? Who 

were they and why were their names linked?  In an attempt to find out we delved into 

the history books, so far, alas, without success. Were they linked by a joint 

philanthropic venture, or by a common tragedy? Was the selection of the flowers on 

the carved stone support for the fountain purely for aesthetic reasons or do they 

represent a significant link?  Whatever the story behind the presence of their names on 

this delightful little fountain, we are pleased to have been invited to contribute to its 

restoration celebrations and congratulate the enthusiasts of Redland & Cotham 

Amenity Society whose hard work made it possible. We believe that this project 

validates our stated aim of "Having an interest in the past with a concern for the 

future". Thank you RCAS for restoring this bit of Bristol's history for the rest of us to 

enjoy.

Temple Local History Group has been pleased to provide a photographic display of 

some of the fountains mentioned and we would be pleased to learn of any that we have 

missed.
Date: 27.09.1994 & 22-23.07.2000 TLHG Library Classification: 7.6 & 11

File ref: \…\Walks\Explorer\Bristol Fountains a tour.doc0RUH�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKLV�SDPSKOHW DV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�EHFRPHV�DYDLODEOH�
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