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    	Transcription of AN INDIGENOU PEOPLES' - Political Education


        
    	1 AN INDIGENOU PEOPLES' BEACON PRESS Boston, Massachusetts Beacon Press books are published under the auspices of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations. 2014 by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz All rights reserved Printed in the united States of America 17 16 15 8 7 6 Beacon Press's ReVisioning American History series consists of accessibly written books by notable scholars that reconstruct and reinterpret US history from diverse perspectives. This book is printed on acid-free paper that meets the uncoated paper ANSUNISO specifications for permanence as revised in 1992. Text design and composition by Wilsted & Taylor Publishing Services Excerpts from Simon J. Ortiz's from Sand Creek: Rising in This Heart Which Is Our America (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000) are reprinted here with permission. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. An indigenous peoples' history of the united States I Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz.
2 Pages cm - (ReVisioning American history) Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN 978-0-8070-0040-3 (hardcover: alk. paper) -ISBN 978-0-8070-0041-0 (ebook) I. Indians of North America-Historiography. 2. Indians of North America-Colonization. 3. Indians, Treatment of united States-History. 4. united States-Colonization. 5. united States Race relations. 6. united States-Politics and government. I. Title. 2014 CONTENTS Author's Note Xl INTRODUCTION This Land I ONE Follow the Corn 15 TWO Culture of Conquest 32 THREE Cult of the Covenant 45 FOUR Bloody Footprints 56 FIVE The Birth of a Nation 78 SIX The Last of the Mohicans and Andrew Jackson's White Republic 95 SEVEN Sea to Shining Sea rr7 EIGHT "Indian Country" 133 NINE US Triumphalism and Peacetime Colonialism 162 TEN Ghost Dance Prophecy: A Nation Is Coming 178 ELEVEN The Doctrine of Discovery 19 7 CONCLUSION The Future of the united States 218 Acknowledgments 237 Suggested Reading 240 Notes 245 Works Cited 265 Index 28 0 TEN GHOST DANCE PROPHECY A NATION IS COMING The whole world is coming, A nation is coming, a nation is coming, The Eagle has brought the message to the tribe.
3 -from the Lakota Ghost Dance song, "Maka' Sito'maniyafi" Little Wounded Knee is turned into a giant world. -Wallace Black Elk, 1973 THE NEW FRONTIER Seventy years after the Wounded Knee Massacre, when the con quest of the continent was said to have been complete, and with Hawai'i and Alaska made into states, rounding out the fifty stars on today's flag, the myth of an exceptional US American people destined to bring order out of chaos, to stimulate economic growth, and to replace savagery with civilization-not just in North America but throughout the world-proved to have enormous staying power. A key to John F. Kennedy's Political success was that he revived the "frontier" as a trope of populist imperialism openly based on the drama and popular myth of "settling" the continent, of "taming" a different sort of "wilderness." In Kennedy's acceptance speech at the 1960 Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, historian Richard Slotkin writes, the presidential nominee "asked his audi ence to see him as a new kind of frontiersman confronting a differ ent sort of wilderness: 'I stand tonight facing west on what was once 178 Ghost Dance Prophecy 179 the last frontier.
4 From the lands that stretch 3000 miles behind me, the pioneers of old gave up their safety, their comfort and sometimes their lives to build a new world here in the West .. We stand today on the edge of a new frontier .. a frontier of unknown opportuni ties and paths, a frontier of unfulfilled hopes and threats.'"1 Kennedy's use of "new frontier" to encapsulate his campaign echoed debates about US history that had begun more than six de cades earlier. In 1894, historian Frederick Jackson Tu rner had pre sented his history-making "frontier thesis," claiming that the crisis of that era was the result of the closing of the frontier and that a new frontier was to fill the ideological and spiritual vacuum cre ated by the completion of settler colonialism. The "Turner Thesis" served as a dominant school of the history of the US West through most of the twentieth century. The frontier metaphor described Ken nedy's plan for employing Political power to make the world the new frontier of the united States.
5 Central to this vision was the Cold War, what Slotkin calls "a heroic engagement in the 'long twilight strug gle"' against communism, to which the nation was summoned, as Kennedy characterized it in his inaugural address. Soon after he took office, that struggle took the form of a counterinsurgency program in Vietnam. "Seven years after Kennedy's nomination," Slotkin re minds us, "American troops would be describing Vietnam as 'Indian Country' and search-and-destroy missions as a game of 'Cowboys and Indians'; and Kennedy's ambassador to Vietnam would justify a massive military escalation by citing the necessity of moving the 'In dians' away from the 'fort' so that the 'settlers' could plant 'corn.'"2 The movement of indigenous peoples to undo what generations of "frontier" expansionists had wrought continued during the Viet nam War era and won some major victories but more importantly a shift in consensus, will, and vision toward self-determination and land restitution, which prevails today.
6 Activists' efforts to end ter mination and secure restoration of land, particularly sacred sites, included Taos Pueblo's sixty-four-year struggle with the US gov ernment to reclaim their sacred Blue Lake in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico. In the first land restitution to any Indig enous nation, President Richard M. Nixon signed into effect Public 180 An indigenous Peoples' History of the united States Law 91-550 on December 15, 1970, which had been approved with bipartisan majorities in Congress. President Nixon stated, "This is a bill that represents justice, because in 1906 an injustice was done in which land involved in this bill-48,000 acres-was taken from the Taos Pueblo Indians. The Congress of the united States now returns that land to whom it belongs."3 In hearings held in the preceding years by the Senate Subcom mittee on Indian Affairs, members expressed fear of establishing a precedent in awarding land-based on ancient use, treaties, or ab original ownership-rather than monetary payment.
7 As one witness testifying in opposition to the return of Taos lands said, "The his tory of the land squabbles in New Mexico among various groups of people , including Indian-Americans and Spanish Americans, is well known. Substantially every acre of our public domain, be it national forest, state parks, or wilderness areas is threatened by claims from various groups who say they have some ancestral right to the land to the exclusion of all other persons .. which can only be fostered and encouraged by the present legislation if passed."4 Although the Senate subcommittee members finally agreed to the Taos claim by satisfying themselves that it was unique, it did in fact set a precedent. 5 The return of Blue Lake as a sacred site begs the question of whether other indigenous sacred sites remain ing as national or state parks or as US Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management lands and waterways should also be returned.
8 Administration of the Grand Canyon National Park has been par tially restored to its ancestral caretakers, the Havasupai Nation, but other federal lands have not. A few sites, such as the volcanic El Malpais, a sacred site for the Pueblo Indians, have been designated as national monuments by executive order rather than restored as indigenous territory. The most prominent struggle has been the La kota Sioux's attempt to restore the Paha Sapa, or Black Hills, where the odious Mount Rushmore carvings have scarred the sacred site. Called the "Shrine of Democracy" by the federal government, it is anything but that; rather it is a shrine of in-your-face illegal occupa tion and colonialism. Ghost Dance Prophecy 181 RESURGENCE The return of Taos Blue Lake was not a gift from above. In addition to the six-decade struggle of Taos Pueblo, the restitution took place in the midst of a renewed powerful and growing Native American struggle for self-determination.
9 The movement's energy was evident when twenty-six young Native activists and students founded the National Indian Youth Council (NIYC) in 1961, based in Albuquer que, New Mexico. From twenty-one different Native nations, some from reservations or small towns and others from relocated families far from home, the founders included Gloria Emerson and Herb Blatchford (both Navajo), Clyde Warrior (Ponca from Oklahoma), Mel Thom (Paiute from Nevada), and Shirley Hill Witt (Mohawk). Cherokee anthropologist Robert K. Thomas mentored the militant young activists. Although primarily committed to local struggles, their vision was international. As Shirley Hill Witt put it: "At a time when new nations all over the globe are emerging from colonial con trol, their right to choose their own course places a vast burden of responsibility upon the most powerful nations to honor and protect those rights .. The Indians of the united States may well present the test case of American liberalism.
10 "6 In 1964, the NIYC organized support for the ongoing indigenous struggle to protect treaty-guaranteed fishing rights in Washington State. Actor Marlon Brando took an interest and provided finan cial support and publicity. The "fish-in" movement soon put the tiny community at Frank's Landing in the headlines. Sid Mills was arrested there on October 13, 1968. Eloquently, he explained his actions: I am a Ya kima and Cherokee Indian, and a man. For two years and four months, I've been a soldier in the united States Army. I served in combat in Vietnam-until critically wounded .. I hereby renounce further obligation in service or duty to the united States Army. My first obligation now lies with the Indian people fight ing for the lawful Treaty to fish in usual and accustomed wa ter of the Nisqually, Columbia and other rivers of the Pacific 182 An indigenous Peoples' History of the united States Northwest, and in serving them in this fight in any way pos sible.
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			ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS Dismantling the Doctrine of ...

			www.afn.ca
			United Nations on Discovery Many Human Rights bodies within the UN system have strongly commended all racist doctrines of superiority. The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has extensively studied the issue of the doctrine of discovery and the impact of Indigenous Peoples. The Forum has produced two major studies on the topic ...

			   United, Human, People, United nations, Nations, Rights, Indigenous, Human rights, Centroids, Discovery, Indigenous peoples, Doctrine of discovery

		

	

	
				
					

		
			AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF …

			www.narf.org
			Indigenous peoples and persons have the right to the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States and international human rights law.

			   American, United, Human, People, United nations, Nations, Declaration, Rights, Indigenous, Human rights, Indigenous peoples, American declaration on the rights of

		

	

	
				
					

		
			Human rights mechanisms - Office of the United Nations ...

			www2.ohchr.org
			Human rights mechanisms Strengthening human rights mechanisms and the progressive development of international human rights law Background OHCHR serves as the secretariat for the United Nations’ human rights mechanisms which include the Human Rights Council, the Universal Periodic ... access to justice by indigenous peoples. Universal ...
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			Indigenous peoples’ collective rights ... - United Nations

			www.un.org
			Human Rights include the responsibility of businesses to respect the rights of indigenous peoples and remedy for any abuse. The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, since its ...

			   United, Human, People, United nations, Nations, Rights, Indigenous, Human rights, Indigenous peoples

		

	

	
				
					

		
			Bill C-15: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of ...

			www.justice.gc.ca
			of Canada introduced Bill C-15, The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act. Introducing legislation to advance full implementation of the Declaration is a key step in renewing the Government of Canada’s relationship with Indigenous peoples. The purpose of this Bill is to affirm the Declaration as a universal

			   United, People, Nations, Declaration, Rights, Indigenous, Indigenous peoples, United nations declaration on the rights

		

	

	
				
					

		
			United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous …

			www.un.org
			2 Adopts the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as contained in the annex to the present resolution. 107th plenary meeting 13 …

			   United, People, United nations, Nations, Rights, Indigenous, Indigenous peoples

		

	


                
                
	
				
					

		
			The Right to Adequate Food - Office of the United Nations ...

			www.ohchr.org
			choice; in many countries, it is a legally binding human rights obligation. The right to food is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights as part of the right to an adequate standard of living, and is enshrined in the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

			   United, Human, United nations, Nations, Rights, Human rights

		

	

	
				
					

		
			Indigenous experiences with racism and its impacts - NCCIH

			www.nccih.ca
			1 The terms ‘Indigenous’ and ‘Indigenous peoples’ are used throughout this fact sheet to refer to First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples inclusively; however, the terms ‘Aboriginal’ and ‘Aboriginal peoples’ will be used as substitutes when reflected in the literature under discussion.

			   People, Nations, Indigenous, Indigenous peoples
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