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    	1 EN EN EUROPEAN COMMISSION Brussels, SWD(2020) 93 final COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Analysis of Links Between CAP Reform and Green Deal 1 Contents Introduction .. 2 1. Key features of the CAP Reform proposal .. 3 General features of the proposal .. 3 Key features related to the environment and climate .. 5 2. Assessment of the Links Between the European Green Deal and the CAP .. 8 Drawing up CAP Strategic Plans reflecting the Green Deal ambition .. 8 Integrating an increased level of ambition for EU agriculture specific Green Deal targets.
2 9 Fostering the use of sustainable farming practices .. 11 Ensuring a fair, healthy and sustainable food 14 3. Ensuring that the CAP adequately reflects the Green Deal .. 16 The Commission s CAP reform proposal: the need to retain key aspects .. 16 Increased ambition with regard to environmental-and climate related objectives ( No backsliding principle).. 17 Conditionality .. 17 Mandatory eco-schemes .. 17 Ring-fenced spending on the environment and climate .. 17 Data collection and common approach to data.
3 17 Fostering the position of farmers in the food chain .. 18 Potential improvements in the final CAP reform 18 Ring-fencing funding and further developing provisions for Pillar I eco-schemes .. 18 Integration of the animal welfare and antitibiotics legislation in the CAP .. 19 Possible action from Commission services to assist effective implementation .. 19 Increase transparency in the approval process of CAP Strategic Plans .. 19 Structured dialogue and recommendations to Member States .. 20 Ensuring overall sustainability for Coupled Income Support, sectorial programmes and promotion.
4 20 Farm Sustainability Data Network .. 21 4. Conclusions .. 21 2 INTRODUCTION On the 11th December 2019, the Commission adopted the Communication on The European Green Deal 1. This Communication resets the Commission s commitment to tackling climate and environmental-related challenges that is this generation s defining task. This involves a new growth strategy that aims to transform the EU into a fair and prosperous society, with a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy where there are no net emissions of greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from resource use.
5 In the framework of the European Green Deal, the Commission adopted in particular a Farm-to-Fork strategy2, a Biodiversity strategy3, a proposal for a Climate Law4 as well as a new action plan for the Circular Economy5, all of which address issues relevant to agriculture and rural areas. The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) plays a key role in supporting Europe s agricultural sector even more at present due to COVID-19 pandemic that is also putting a strain on the resilience of European farmers. It will be an important instrument in managing the transition to sustainable food production systems and strengthen the efforts of European farmers to contribute to the climate objectives of the EU and to protect the environment.
6 Moreover, given that agricultural land and forest cover 80% of the EU territory and that a substantial share of EU funding for biodiversity comes from the CAP, the CAP will play a major role in supporting the achievement of the EU biodiversity commitments for 2030. On 15 January 2020, the European Parliament announced its Resolution on the European Green Deal6, which includes a specific request to the Commission to analyse the contribution of the CAP reform proposal to the EU s environmental, climate, and biodiversity protection commitments in order to fully align it to the goals set in the European Green Deal (see point 58 of the resolution).
7 In order to reply to this request, the Commission services have analysed the Links Between the CAP reform proposals and the Green Deal, and identified the potential obstacles and/or gaps jeopardising the ambition level of the Green Deal in the agricultural sector. Taking into account positions expressed in the Council and the European Parliament, the Analysis concludes with the identification of steps needed to fully align the CAP with the Green Deal and its associated strategies such as the Farm to Fork Strategy and the Biodiversity Strategy.
8 1 COM(2019) 640 final. 2 COM(2020) 381 3 COM(2020) 380 4 COM(2020) 80 final, Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law); :52020PC0080. 5 COM(2020) 98 final, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, A new Circular Economy Action Plan; :2020:98:FIN.
9 6 Available at: 3 1. KEY FEATURES OF THE CAP REFORM PROPOSAL In June 2018, as part of the proposals linked to the next Multiannual Financial Framework, the Commission adopted the legislative proposals of the CAP for the period 2021-20277. These legislative proposals, based on a wide consultation process and extensive impact assessment, confirmed the need to simplify and modernise the CAP, to better respond to the emerging economic, environmental and social challenges that the agricultural sector is facing and which are only reinforced by the current crisis arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.
10 Thus, the Commission proposed to shift the emphasis from compliance and rules towards results and performance. The one-size-fits-all approach (current governance model, largely based on specific and detailed rules established at EU level) would be replaced by a more flexible system, with greater freedom for Member States to decide how best to meet the common objectives while, at the same time, responding to the specific needs of their farmers and rural communities. General features of the proposal This future CAP is based on three different legislative proposals: 1) CAP Strategic Plan Regulation - The future CAP is proposed to be implemented through national CAP Strategic Plans, a programming tool that will define, for each Member State, the key parameters for the implementation of all CAP instruments (direct payments, rural development and sectorial interventions).
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