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ANNOUNCEMENT C-21-11



Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning Bureau of Early Learning Policy and Professional Development and Bureau of Certification Issue Date: December 20, 2021 Effective Date: December 20, 2021 Expiration Date: N/A Subject: Addition of COVID-19 to List of Reportable communicable Diseases To: All DHS Certified Child Care Facilities Early Learning Resource Centers Office of Child Development and Early Learning Staff From: Tracey Campanini Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development & Early Learning PURPOSE To n otify child care facilities th at the Pennsylvania (PA) Department of Health (DOH) has added COVID-19 to the list of reportable communicable diseases. To provide guidance on th e requirements of child care providers for child or facility person retu rn to the child care facility after having a communicable disease, specifically COVID-19. BACKGROUND The PA DOH maintains a list of reportable diseases and COVID-19 was added to th e list.

communicable disease for which 28 Pa. Code Chapter 27 (relating to communicable and noncommunicable diseases) requires reporting, or who knows of a group expression of an illness which may be of public concern, whether or not it is known to be of a communicable nature, shall report it promptly to the appropriate division of
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    	Transcription of ANNOUNCEMENT C-21-11


        
    	1 Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning Bureau of Early Learning Policy and Professional Development and Bureau of Certification Issue Date: December 20, 2021 Effective Date: December 20, 2021 Expiration Date: N/A Subject: Addition of COVID-19 to List of Reportable communicable Diseases To: All DHS Certified Child Care Facilities Early Learning Resource Centers Office of Child Development and Early Learning Staff From: Tracey Campanini Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development & Early Learning PURPOSE To n otify child care facilities th at the Pennsylvania (PA) Department of Health (DOH) has added COVID-19 to the list of reportable communicable diseases. To provide guidance on th e requirements of child care providers for child or facility person retu rn to the child care facility after having a communicable disease, specifically COVID-19. BACKGROUND The PA DOH maintains a list of reportable diseases and COVID-19 was added to th e list.
2 PA DOH requires that COVID-19 be reported within 24 hours. A link to the updated list is provided here: PA Dept of Health of reportable diseases. After a child or facility person contracts or is showing symptoms of a communicable disease or infection, th e child care provider must exclude that person from the facility and must receive notification from a physician or a nurse practitioner (CRNP) th at th e person is no longer considered a threat to the health of others before the child or facility person may return to th e facility. ANNOUNCEMENT C-21-11 DISCUSSION With the addition of COVID-19 to the list of reportable communicable diseases, child care providers mu st adhere to the certification regulations under child and adult health found in 55 Pa. Code Chapters 3270, 3280, and 3290. 55 Pa. Code , , and , relating to child h ealth , states: an operator who observes an enrolled child with symptoms of a communicable disease or infection that can be transmitted directly or indirectly and which may threaten the health of children in care shall exclude the child from attendance until the operator receives notification from a physician or a CRNP that the child is no longer considered a threat to the health of others.
3 55 Pa. Code , , and , relating to adult health, states: A facility person with symptoms of a communicable disease or infection that can be transmitted directly or indirectly and which may threaten the health of children in care shall be excluded from attendance until the facility operator receives notification from a physician or CRNP that the person is no longer considered a threat to the health of others. Any child or facility person reporting positive test results or showing symptoms of COVID-19 cannot be in attendance at the child care facility. Upon retu rn , th e individual must provide a written n ote or a negative test result signed and verified by a physician or nurse practitioner (CRNP) clearing them to return to the child care facility. A home test or any other negative test resu lts that have not been reviewed, signed and verified by a physician or CRNP will not be acceptable for a child or a facility person to retu rn to the child care facility.
4 Certification staff will review child and facility person files to ensure compliance with the regulations. The citations for non-compliance with the regulations pertaining to children and facility persons with symptoms of disease will be issued under 55 Pa. Code ; , , , , and Additional citations are included with this ANNOUNCEMENT as Appendix A- communicable Diseases Certification Requirements: OCDEL Guidance Chart. NEXT STEPS Certified child care facilities must: 1. Read this ANNOUNCEMENT and share with appropriate staff. 2. Ensure compliance of the facility with the reporting and retention requirements in this ANNOUNCEMENT . 3. Review PA Department of Health website for updates to the list of reportable diseases. 4. Direct all questions and comments to your Regional Office. Certification Regional Office of Child Development and Early Learning: Central Region 800-222-2117 Southeast North and Southeast South Region 800-346-2929 Northeast Region 800-222-2108 Western Region 800-222-2149 Appendix A-Communica ble D isea ses Certificatio n R eq uirements: O CDEL Guidance Chart Area of Compliance Provider Type Legal Citation Regulatory Language Informing parents of suspected outbreaks Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa.
5 Code (b) 55 Pa. Code (b) 55 Pa. Code (b) The operator shall inform parents of enrolled children when there is a suspected outbreak of a communicable disease or an outbreak of an unusual illness that represents a public health emergency in the opinion of the Department of Health Informing parents of an ill child Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa. Code (c) 55 Pa. Code (c) 55 Pa. Code (c) If a child becomes ill at the facility, the operator shall notify the child s parent as soon as possible. Reporting diseases (positive COVID-19 cases) Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa. Code (d) 55 Pa. Code (d) 55 Pa. Code (d) A facility person who knows of a communicable disease for which 28 Pa. Code Chapter 27 (relating to communicable and noncommunicable diseases) requires reporting, or who knows of a group expression of an illness which may be of public concern, whether or not it is known to be of a communicable nature, shall report it promptly to the appropriate division of the Department of Health as specified in Chapter 27, or to a local department of health.
6 Utilizing the DHS Licensed Facility COVID Data Tool and/or reporting to child care certification staff Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa. Code (d) 55 Pa. Code (d) 55 Pa. Code (d) A facility person who knows of a communicable disease for which 28 Pa. Code Chapter 27 (relating to communicable and noncommunicable diseases) requires reporting, or who knows of a group expression of an illness which may be of public concern, whether or not it is known to be of a communicable nature, shall report it promptly to the appropriate division of the Department of Health as specified in Chapter 27, or to a local department of health. Children with symptoms of disease Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa. Code 55 Pa. Code 55 Pa. Code An operator who observes an enrolled child with symptoms of a communicable disease or infection that can be transmitted directly or indirectly and which may threaten the health of children in care shall exclude the child from attendance until the operator receives notification from a physician or CRNP that the child is no longer considered a threat to the health of others.
7 The notification shall be retained in the child s file. Diseases and conditions which require exclusion are specified in 28 Pa. Code Chapter 27 (relating to communicable and noncommunicable diseases). The Department of Health will provide, upon request, a list of communicable diseases. Facility persons with symptoms of disease Child Care Center Group Child Care Homes (GCCH) Family Child Care Homes (FCCH) 55 Pa. Code 55 Pa. Code 55 Pa. Code A facility person with symptoms of a communicable disease or infection that can be transmitted directly or indirectly and which may threaten the health of children in care shall be excluded from attendance until the facility operator receives notification from a physician or CRNP that the person is no longer considered a threat to the health of others. The notification shall be retained in the facility person s file. Exclusion from the facility is required for diseases and conditions specified in 28 Pa.
8 Code Chapter 27 (relating to communicable and noncommunicable diseases). The Department of Health will provide, upon request, a list of communicable diseases.
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			Early childhood assessment should never be high-stakes. However, the benefits of assessment procedures for children birth to age 8 need to be more widely recognized. Integrating assessment with curriculum and standards offers an opportunity to elevate the level of professionalism in the field of early education
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			ANNOUNCEMENT C-21-10 The certification regional office will follow up with a letter for those child care providers who were cited under the Acting Secretary of Health’s Order that took effect at 12:01 a.m. on September 7, 2021. NEXT STEPS 1. Child care programs : a. Read this Announcement and share the revisions and updates with
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			Mitigating communicable disease at your workplace is part of an effective occupational health and safety program. Communicable disease prevention A communicable disease is an illness caused by an infectious agent or its toxic product that can be transmitted in a workplace from one person to another. Examples of communicable diseases that
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			• West Nile virus non-neuroinvasive disease (A92.30, A92.39, A92.8, A92.9) Western equine encephalitis virus neuroinvasive disease (A83.1, ) Western equine encephalitis virus non-neuroinvasive disease (A92.8, A92.9) •Yersiniosis (A04.6, A28.2) 4. Reportable weekly diseases or findings shall be reported directly
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