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General Survey Course Materials (R. Eno) Communism AND Communism IN China (2009) The experience of modern China was dramatically altered by the establishment in 1921 of the Chinese Communist Party. The initial membership of the Party was little more than a handful of Beijing University professors and librarians, but today the Party numbers over 65,000,000 members and it has controlled China for over half a century. It is impossible to understand modern China without having a clear picture of what Communism means and the way in which European Communism was adapted in China between 1921 and 1949, the year that the Chinese Communist Revolution finally prevailed. This reading will present you with a simple portrait of the origins of communist ideology worldwide , and the manner in which Communism was tailored to suit the needs of its Chinese advocates.

communist ideology worldwide, and the manner in which communism was tailored to suit the needs of its Chinese advocates. There are a number of key names and terms that you will need to be familiar with: Karl Marx (1818-1883), the founder (along with Frederick Engels) of Marxism, the “classical” form of communism.
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    	Transcription of Communism and Communism in China - IU


        
    	1 General Survey Course Materials (R. Eno) Communism AND Communism IN China (2009) The experience of modern China was dramatically altered by the establishment in 1921 of the Chinese Communist Party. The initial membership of the Party was little more than a handful of Beijing University professors and librarians, but today the Party numbers over 65,000,000 members and it has controlled China for over half a century. It is impossible to understand modern China without having a clear picture of what Communism means and the way in which European Communism was adapted in China between 1921 and 1949, the year that the Chinese Communist Revolution finally prevailed. This reading will present you with a simple portrait of the origins of communist ideology worldwide , and the manner in which Communism was tailored to suit the needs of its Chinese advocates.
2 There are a number of key names and terms that you will need to be familiar with: Karl Marx (1818-1883), the founder (along with Frederick Engels) of Marxism, the classical form of Communism . Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin (original surname Ulyanov, 1870-1924), leader of the Russian Revolution who adapted Marx s ideas to suit the needs of his revolution and his goal of world revolution; his system is called Leninism. Mao Zedong (1893-1976), leader of the Chinese Communist Revolution who adapted Marxism-Leninism to suit Chinese circumstances in his ideology of Maoism. Other important terms that you will encounter below include: dialectic a term describing the motion of history for Marx materialism the theory that all existence can be reduced to material components consciousness for Marx, a person s experientially-derived perspective on the world class for Marx, a social group sharing common economic and political constraints bourgeoisie the capitalist social class dominant in 19th century Europe proletariat the class of factory workers created by the Industrial Revolution 2 What is Communism ?
3 Communism is a highly optimistic nineteenth century European political theory. When Marx first published his theory it offered the most comprehensive portrait of the past ever developed and, on the basis of that portrait, predicted dramatic changes coming in the future changes that would benefit all but the wealthiest layer of European society and would, Marx believed, lead to a virtually perfect and lasting world order. When Communism was adopted as a revolutionary ideology by leaders first in Russia and then in China and elsewhere, Marx s ideas were reworked to serve the interest of the governing leadership groups of those countries. Because Marxism envisioned both a revolutionary stage and an adjustment period when government would have extraordinary dictatorial powers, these leadership groups were able to manipulate Marx s ideas to strengthen their powers in arbitrary ways communist ideas became powerful tools for sustaining totalitarian control by a ruling elite.
4 When people refer to Communism today, they usually mean the oppressive regimes that have exploited Marx s ideas, rather than the ideas themselves. We will have ample opportunity in this course to see the way in which Communism has been employed as an oppressive force in China since 1949. This reading is intended to help you understand in a little more depth the original nature of Marx s Communism and how the nature of Communism changed as it was adapted to the needs of the Soviet government by Lenin, and to the needs of the Chinese party by Mao Zedong. Chinese Communism is based upon a three-stage progression of communist ideas from Marx to Lenin to Mao. To understand Maoism and the distinctiveness of Chinese Communism , you need to understand the European Communism from which it evolved. Marxism Marx was a highly educated man and he drew his ideas from many sources.
5 Two of these sources were most important: one was the ideas of the German philosopher Hegel (1770-1831), and the other was a group of political movements, known as socialism, that spread over Western Europe in the wake of the French Revolution. Hegel was a brilliant thinker who lived in Prussia, a forerunner state of modern Germany. Hegel was an academic philosopher at a time when academics could be superstars. In the early 19th century, when Marx was a young man, hundreds of students crowded Hegel s classes at the University of Berlin to hear his exciting new ideas. Hegel was famous for mumbling inaudibly during his lectures and writing books in prose that no one could understand. This enhanced his influence. 3 Other philosophers of Hegel s era analyzed human powers of Reason and tried to explain how our rational minds were able to gain knowledge about the chaotic world of experience.
6 These thinkers generally saw the mind s powers as something that all people had possessed equally since human beings had first been placed upon the earth. But Hegel believed the human mind had evolved through history, and his philosophy traced the stages of that evolution in order to predict the form that the human spirit would take when it reached the perfect final form that he felt God had destined for man. (On close reading of Hegel s books, we can see that this ideal person was actually Hegel.) Hegel had many ideas, but two in particular influenced Marx: 1) In describing the way in which the human mind had evolved from primitive to civilized stages in history, Hegel claimed that the process of creative labor was the engine that nurtured the growth of increasingly complex structures of consciousness, or mental perspectives on the world.
7 That is, the sophisticated structures of understanding that we possess as individuals and that the species now possesses as a whole have been created through millennia of our creative interaction with the world around us; they were not originally present in the species. 2) If we view the history of the human world as the dynamic of this growth of consciousness through labor, then we can see that historical evolution progresses according to certain laws. At each stage of history, an original balance of human consciousness comes gradually to be challenged by a reactive set of contradictory forces. These sets of intellectual forces clash with increasing tension until, in a violent process, an entirely new type of human consciousness emerges that moves history to a new stage.
8 The structure of this process balance; counter-force; explosive creation of new balance Hegel called a dialectic (the three stages of this dynamic are usually referred to by these special terms: thesis / antithesis / synthesis). For Hegel, the motion of human history was dialectical. Hegel s project was to write a history of the human mind. He pictured history as a struggle of minds, of ideas, with each historical era most essentially viewed as a unique array of ideas, sentiments, arts, and culture. Because Hegel believed that ideas were what counted most and that history was a collision of ideas progressing towards a divine Ideal, he is usually called an idealist philosopher. 4 Marx was deeply influenced by Hegel but said that Hegel had made a fundamental error. Hegel had believed that the key to human history was the changing mind, but Marx pointed to Hegel s own view that our consciousness is the product of labor in the world.
9 For Marx, the material world is what comes first matter comes before mind. It is only by interacting with the material world through labor that the human mind arises and evolves. The root theory of Marx s Communism (Marxism) is that productive labor is the source of consciousness of our understanding of the world and of ourselves. Because Marx saw human ideas as simply reflections of humanity s encounter with the material environment, he called himself a materialist. Using the idea that the material environment in which labor is undertaken determines the shape of the mind, Marx adapted Hegel s view of the dynamic of historical progression. He called his version of history dialectical materialism (a term that only a few years ago was basic to many forms of historical and social research).
10 Unlike Hegel, Marx was not simply a philosopher. During his youth, all Europe was caught up in the dramatic political aftermath of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic era of conquest. The unsettled character of early 19th century Europe politicized Marx s generation much as the events of the 1960s politicized a much later generation, and Marx grew up at a time when many young people were captivated by new ways of thinking called socialism. Socialism refers to a wide variety of political ideologies which tend to share certain characteristics. These include beliefs that the best societies are those that privilege collective decision making and action over uncoordinated decision making by individuals, that collective ownership of social goods is superior to private ownership, and that in a healthy society, its members care for one another without coercion.
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			The Analects of Confucius
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			The Analects of Confucius . i . Introduction . The Analects of Confucius is an anthology of brief passages that present the words of Confucius and his disciples, describe Confucius as a man, and recount some of the events
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			PLATO’S “EUTHYPHRO”
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			father bound him hand and foot, threw him in a ditch, and sent a man here to Athens to consult the religious adviser as to what should be done. In the ... I worship correctly and drop the case. But if you do not agree, then obtain permission to indict …
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