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8 DPIIT zRooftop Solar Scheme zCo-WIN App zShramShakti Portal z35th Pragati Meeting zKala Utsav 2020 HighlightsCovid-19 Performance IndexWhy in NewsIndia has been ranked 86th in a Covid-19 Performance Index comprising 98 Points About the Index Institution Involved: Covid-19 Performance Index was compiled by the Sydney-based Lowy Institute, an Australian think tank, which sought to measure the response of countries to the Pandemic. The Institute also took into account the impact of geography, political systems and economic development in assessing outcomes. Parameter Used: zSix Indicators: Confirmed cases, confirmed deaths, cases per million people, deaths per million people, cases as a proportion of tests, and tests per thousand people.
9 ZFewer reported cases and deaths, both in aggregate and per capita terms, point towards a better response to the virus. zMore tests conducted on a per capita basis reveal an accurate picture of the extent of the pandemic at the national level. zLower rates of positive tests indicate greater degrees of control over the transmission of Covid-19. Assessing Method: zAssessed 98 countries in the 36 weeks that followed their hundredth case. China was not included in the study because all of its testing rates are not publicly available. zAn average across six indicators was calculated for individual countries in each period and normalised to produce a score from 0 (worst performing) to 100 (best performing).
10 Results: Top Countries: zNew Zealand topped the rankings closely followed by Vietnam, Taiwan, Thailand and Cyprus. Bottom Countries: zBrazil stood at the bottom of the index. The USA was the fifth-worst performing country, it stood at 94 out of 98 countries. South Asian Countries: 2 current AFFAIRS JANUARY 2021 zSri Lanka was the best performing nation in South Asia, ranking 10, while the Maldives was at 25, Pakistan at 69, Nepal at 70, and Bangladesh at 84. Performance of India: zIndia ranked 86th in the Covid-19 Performance Index out of 98 countries. zAt , India s average was lower than the region it belongs to Asia-Pacific which scored and ranked best in the region-wise evaluation.
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			Lamkhaga Pass Trek was recently in the news, it lies in the state of - (a) Sikkim (b) Arunachal Pradesh ... Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 12. Consider the following statements: 1. The Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) is a ... Indus River Dolphin is the national aquatic animal of India. 2. It is found only in the Indus River.
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			3. The Aleutian Islands in Alaska also form part of this. Which of the above statements are correct? (a) 1 and 3 only (b) 1 and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 31. Consider the following statements regarding AntiMicrobial Resistance (AMR): 1. As per the Global Research on Antimicrobial Resistance
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			6. With reference to Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya, which of the following statements is/are correct? 1. He was given the title of Karmayogi by Mahatma Gandhi. 2. He was posthumously conferred Bharat Ratna. 3. Abhyudaya and Maryada were the names of newspapers started by him. Select the correct answer using the code given below: (a) 1 and 3 only (b ...
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			¾ Karnataka’s Position: Karnataka has argued that the settlement of boundaries as per the States Reorganisation Act is final. The boundary of the State was neither tentative nor flexible. The State argues that the issue would reopen border issues that have not been contemplated under the Act, and that such a demand should not be permitted.
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			electric vehicles. Associated Challenges ¾ Battery Manufacturing: It is estimated that by 2020-30 India’s cumulative demand for batteries would be approximately 900-1100 GWh. However, there is concern over the absence of a manufacturing base for batteries in India, leading to sole reliance on imports to meet rising demand.
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