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    	1 English language requirement : family members under Part 8, Appendix FM and Appendix Armed Forces Version Page 1 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021. Contents 2. About this guidance .. 4. Contacts .. 4. 4. Changes from last version of this guidance .. 4. Introduction .. 5. Background .. 5. Who needs to meet the English language requirement and at what level? .. 5. Meeting the 6. English language test: level required/approved test providers .. 8. Approved test providers .. 8. Evidence: general .. 9. Test taken on or after 6 April 2015 .. 10. Test taken before 6 April 10. Definition of CEFR .. 12. Tests at a higher level than required .. 12. Applicants who already have a test certificate or result.
2 13. Verification of test results .. 14. National of a majority English speaking 16. Interpretation of majority English speaking country' .. 16. Academic qualifications taught in English .. 17. Which qualifications are accepted as evidence that the applicant meets the English language requirement ?.. 17. Definition of specified evidence .. 17. Verification of academic qualification awarded outside the UK evidence .. 18. Applicants who provided evidence of an acceptable academic qualification with a previous application .. 18. Exemption for those aged 65 or over .. 20. Disability 21. Criteria .. 21. Definition of disability .. 21. Evidence required to demonstrate disability .. 21. Authorisation of exemption .. 21.
3 Exceptional circumstances 22. Consideration of exceptional circumstances .. 22. Page 2 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021. Countries with no approved A1 test provision .. 23. Authorisation of exemption .. 25. Coronavirus (COVID-19) .. 26. Partners of members of HM Forces .. 27. Knowledge of language and life in the UK requirements .. 28. Refusals .. 29. Annex A: countries where approved A1 language test provision is not available: as at 29 March 2017 .. 30. Page 3 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021. About this guidance This guidance tells decision makers how to deal with partner and parent applications for leave to remain on a 5-year route to settlement under Appendix FM to the Immigration Rules.
4 Contacts If you have any questions about the guidance and your line manager or senior caseworker cannot help you or you think that the guidance has factual errors then email family Policy. If you notice any formatting errors in this guidance (broken links, spelling mistakes and so on) or have any comments about the layout or navigability of the guidance then you can email the Guidance Rules and Forms team. Publication Below is information on when this version of the guidance was published: version published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021. Changes from last version of this guidance Update to the internal links Update to the Covid-19 section Related content Contents Page 4 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021.
5 Introduction Background An English language requirement was introduced on 29 November 2010 for those applying for entry clearance or leave to remain under Part 8 of the Immigration Rules as a fianc (e), proposed civil partner, spouse, civil partner, unmarried partner or same sex partner of a British citizen or a person settled in the UK. From 6 April 2011, the English language requirement was introduced for those applying for entry clearance or leave to remain as the post-flight spouse, civil partner, unmarried partner or same sex partner of a person in the UK with refugee or humanitarian protection status. From 9 July 2012, Appendix FM to the Immigration Rules extended the English language requirement to those applying for entry clearance or leave to remain as a parent of a child in the UK.
6 The English language requirement has applied since 29 November 2010 to those applying under Part 8 as the partner of a member of HM Forces who is a British citizen or has settled status. From 1 December 2013, the requirement was extended to the partners of foreign or Commonwealth members of HM Forces who apply under Appendix Armed Forces and to the partners of British or settled members of HM Forces who apply under that Appendix. From 28 July 2014, section 19 of the Immigration Act 2014 reinforces the public interest under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (right to respect for private and family life) in migrants being able to speak English , to reduce burdens on the taxpayer and promote integration.
7 The lawfulness of the pre-entry English language requirement in the Rules was upheld by the Supreme Court in its 18 November 2015 judgment in Ali & Bibi v SSHD [2015] UKSC 68. On 3 November 2016, Immigration Rules changes for a new English language requirement at level A2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), announced in principle on 18 January 2016, were laid for those applying for further leave in the UK as a partner or parent, after completing 30. months in the UK on a 5-year route to settlement under Appendix FM. This new requirement applies to those whose previous period of leave expires on or after 1. May 2017. Who needs to meet the English language requirement and at what level?
8 The English language requirement applies to those applying under Part 8, Appendix FM or Appendix Armed Forces of the Immigration Rules: Page 5 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021. Some of the Part 8 routes are now closed to new applicants or are only open to those who can rely on transitional arrangements. Under Part 8 the English language requirement applies to: Paragraph 284 Leave to remain as a spouse or civil partner Paragraph 295D Leave to remain as an unmarried or same sex partner Required level: CEFR level A1, unless exempt. Under Appendix FM, the English language requirement applies to: Paragraph Entry clearance as a partner Paragraph Leave to remain as a partner Paragraph Entry clearance as a parent of a child in the UK.
9 Paragraph Leave to remain as a parent of a child in the UK. Required level: all entry clearance or initial leave applications under these paragraphs: CEFR. level A1, unless exempt all applications for leave to remain where previously exempt from A1 (or last granted leave as a fianc (e) or proposed civil partner): CEFR level A1, unless exempt all applications for leave to remain where last granted leave with A1, which expires on or after 1 May 2017: CEFR level A2, unless exempt Under Appendix Armed Forces, the English language requirement applies to: Paragraph 23(e) Leave to enter as a partner of a member of HM Forces Paragraph 28(g) Leave to remain as a partner of a member of HM Forces Required level: CEFR level A1, unless exempt.
10 The required CEFR level can be met by passing an approved test at a higher level The English language requirement only applies to those applying as the main applicant under the rules listed above. It does not apply to dependants of such applicants. Meeting the requirement An applicant can meet the requirement by: passing an approved test at or above the required CEFR level, with an approved provider as set out on at: Approved Secure English language Tests and Test Centres being a national of a majority English speaking country having an academic qualification which is either a Bachelor's or Master's degree or PhD if awarded in the UK; or, if awarded outside the UK, is deemed Page 6 of 31 Published for Home Office staff on 8 December 2021.
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