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FOODSTUFFS, COSMETICS AND DISINFECTANTS ACT, 1972(ACT NO. 54 OF 1972) Regulations GOVERNING GENERAL HYGIENE REQUIREMENTS FORFOOD PREMISES, THE TRANSPORT OF FOOD AND RELATED MATTERSThe Minister of Health intends, in terms of section 15 (1) of the Foodstuffs, Cosmeticsand Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972), as amended, to make the Regulationsin the persons are invited to submit any substantiated comments or representationson the proposed draft Regulations , to the Director-General, Department of Health,Private Bag X828, Pretoria, 0001 (for the attention of the Director: Food Control), withinthree months of the date of publication of this these Regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has beenassigned in the Act shall have such meaning and, unless the context otherwiseindicates -"abattoir" means a facility used for the slaughtering of animals of which the meat andmeat products are intended for human consumption, approved and registered in termsof the Meat Safety Act, 2000 (Act No.)
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    	1 FOODSTUFFS, COSMETICS AND DISINFECTANTS ACT, 1972(ACT NO. 54 OF 1972) Regulations GOVERNING GENERAL HYGIENE REQUIREMENTS FORFOOD PREMISES, THE TRANSPORT OF FOOD AND RELATED MATTERSThe Minister of Health intends, in terms of section 15 (1) of the Foodstuffs, Cosmeticsand Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972), as amended, to make the Regulationsin the persons are invited to submit any substantiated comments or representationson the proposed draft Regulations , to the Director-General, Department of Health,Private Bag X828, Pretoria, 0001 (for the attention of the Director: Food Control), withinthree months of the date of publication of this these Regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has beenassigned in the Act shall have such meaning and, unless the context otherwiseindicates -"abattoir" means a facility used for the slaughtering of animals of which the meat andmeat products are intended for human consumption, approved and registered in termsof the Meat Safety Act, 2000 (Act No.)
2 40 of 2000);"animal" means any member of the animal kingdom;"available" means also available elsewhere than on the food premises in question;"batch" means a volume or quantity of milk that is stored under controlled temperatureand time frame or period when offered for sale to the consumer as stipulated inRegulation 7(5)(a);GOVERNMENTNOTICEDEPARTMENT OF HEALTHNo. R. 36430 April 2015 This gazette is also available free online at , 30 APRIL 2015No. 387463"best available method" means a method which is practicable and necessary for theprotection of food against contamination or spoilage, having due regard to localconditions and circumstances whether at or on food premises or elsewhere, theprevailing extent of established practice and the financial implications thereof;"butchery equipment" means the equipment normally used in connection with theprocessing of carcasses and meat and includes, but is not limited to, bandsaws,mincers, fillers, tenderizers and vacuum packing machines;"certificate of acceptability" means a certificate of acceptability referredtoinRegulation 3;"clean" means free of any soil, food residues, dust, dirt, dung, impurity, grease or otherobjectionable matter or contamination to the extent that a state of hygiene is attainedand "cleaning", "keep clean" & "cleaned" has a similar meaning.
3 "container" or "food container" means anything in which or with which food ismanufactured, prepared, processed, stored, served, displayed, packed, wrapped, keptor transported and with which food is in direct contact;"contaminate" means the effect exerted by any biological or chemical agent (includingallergens), foreign matter, or other substances present in food so that it -(a) does not meet a standard or requirement determined by any law;(b) does not meet acceptable food hygiene standards or consumer norms or standards;or(c) is unfit for human consumption;and "contamination" has a corresponding meaning;"core temperature" means the temperature reading taken in the estimated centre ofthe food;"facility" means any apparatus, appliance, equipment, implement, storage space,working surface or object used in connection with the handling of food;"food" means a foodstuff intended for human consumption as defined in Section 1 ofthe Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No.)
4 54 of 1972), excludingfood referred to in Regulation 14, and raw milk when produced and handled in a milkingshed;"food handler" means a person who in the course of his or her normal routine work onfood premises, directly handles or comes into contact with packaged or unpackagedfood, food equipment and utensils, or food contact surfaces and is therefore expected tocomply with food hygiene requirements;"food hygiene" means all conditions and measures necessary to ensure the safetyand suitability of food at all stages of the food chain;This gazette is also available free online at 38746 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 30 APRIL 2015"food premises" means a building, structure, stall or other similar structure, andincludes a caravan, vehicle, stand or place used for or in connection with the handling offood;"good manufacturing practice" means a method of manufacture or handling or aprocedure employed, taking into account the principles of hygiene, so that food cannotbe contaminated or spoiled during the manufacturing process;"handle" includes manufacture, process, produce, pack, prepare, keep, offer, store,transport or display for sale or for serving, and "handling" has a corresponding meaning;"hands" includes the forearm or the part of the arm extending from the wrist to theelbow;"health hazard" means any condition, act or omission that may contaminate or spoilfood so that consumption of such food is likely to be dangerous or detrimental to health;"inspector" means a person authorized as such by or under Section 10 of the Act;"local authority" means a municipality as definedinSection1of the LocalGovernment: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act No.
5 32 of 2000), read in conjunctionwith Section 32 of the National Health Act, 2003 (Act No. 61 of 2003), and dulyauthorized in terms of Section 23(1) of the Act;"meat" means the carcass of an animal slaughtered at an abattoir as provided for interms of the Meat Safety Act, 2000 (Act No. 40 of 2000);"meat products" means the parts of a slaughtered animal which are not part of thecarcass such as the head, trotters and washed or cleanly scraped entrails;"perishable food" means any foodstuff which on account ofitscomposition,ingredients, moisture content and/or pH value, lack of preservatives and suitablepackaging is susceptible to an uninhibited increase in microbes thereon or therein,when the foodstuff is kept within the temperature spectrum of 5 C to 60 C, and includesthe perishable foodstuffs listed in Government Notice No. of 1 June 1990, asamended, excluding unprocessed fruit and vegetables;"person in charge", with regard to any food premises, means a natural person who isresponsible for the food premises and/or the owner of such food premises, as the casemay be;"prepacked food", means food which, before it is presented for sale or for serving, hasbeen packed as contemplated in Regulation 7(3);This gazette is also available free online at , 30 APRIL 2015No.
6 387465"Unprocessed" means any food that is not changed from its natural, raw state throughany processing methods;"Unprocessedagriculturalcrops" means fresh,raw and unprocessedfruit,vegetables, maize, wheat, rye, unshelled peanuts, sugar cane, sunflower seed or otherunprocessed agricultural crops;"ready-to-consume food" means any perishable food which may be consumedwithout having to undergo any further process of preparation to make it consumable andready-to-eat food has a similar meaning;"serve" means the provision of food whether for a consideration or otherwise;"the Act" means the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of1972), as amended;"thermometer" means an apparatus which can give the temperature readings referredto in these ,the combined accuracy of such a thermometer and its temperature-sensitive sensor being approximately 0,5 C;"unsound" means unwholesome sick, polluted, infected, contaminated, decayed orspoiled, or unfit for human consumption for any reason whatsoever;"vehicle" means a train, trolley, wagon, cart, bicycle, sled, truck, boat, ship or aircraft,and includes any other craft, vehicle or conveyance used in the handling, storage ortransport of food;"water" means water that complies with the specifications set out in Water for domesticsupplies: SANS provision of these Regulations that is in conflict with Regulations made underthe Act with regard to the handling or transport of certain foods shall be valid in sofar as it so OF ACCEPTABILITY (CoA)3.
7 (1)Subject to the provisions of Subregulation (11) and Regulation 14(4) and(5), no person shall handle food or permit food to be handled -(a)on food premisesinrespect of which avalidcertificateofacceptability, subject to Subregulation (5), has not been issued or isnot in force; provided that this shall also apply to a vehicle used forThis gazette is also available free online at 38746 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 30 APRIL 2015the transport of food on behalf of a person in charge of another foodpremises;(b)incontraventionof any restrictionor conditionorstipulationcontained in such certificate of acceptability.(2)The person in charge of any food premises wishing to obtain a certificateof acceptability in respect of such food premises shall apply therefore inwriting to the local authority in whose area of jurisdiction the food premisesare situated on a form containing at least the particulars that aresubstantially the same as those contained in the form in Annexure A tothese receipt of an application referred to in Subregulation (2), the localauthority shall without delay refer the application to an inspector inspector may, in considering such an application, request such furtherinformation as may deem necessary or expedient from the applicant orfrom any other an inspector, after having carried out an inspection, is satisfied that thefood premises concerned, having due regard to existing conditions of theadjacent land and facilities, subject to the provisions of Regulation 4(2)and Regulation 14 -(a)
8 Do in all respects comply with the provisions of Regulations 5 and6, a local authority shall issue a certificate of acceptability in thename of the person in charge on a form that is substantially thesame as the form in Annexure B of these Regulations ; providedthat the issuance of such certificate does not constitute an approvalfor the applicant to conduct business on the premises concerned inthe absence of compliance to all other relevant requirements of theauthority or legislation concerned; or(b)do not in all respects comply with the provisions of Regulations 5and 6, a local authority may, subject to the provisions of Regulation4(2), grant an extension for a maximum of six months to enable theperson in charge so to change or equip the food premises that theycomply with the provisions in question: Provided that during thesaid period of extension the provisions of Subregulation (1) shallnot apply to the person concerned.(6)In respect of a premises for which a Certificate of Acceptability (CoA) hasbeen issued in terms of Subregulation 3(5), no person shall effect anychanges as it relates to the provisions of Regulations 5 and 6 withoutinforming the local authority in advance and in writing of such gazette is also available free online at , 30 APRIL 2015No.
9 387467(7)A Certificate of Acceptability (CoA) shall be displayed in a conspicuousplace for the information of the public on the food premises in respect ofwhich it was issued or a copy thereof shall immediately be made availableon request where the display thereof is impractical.(8)If the person in charge of food premises is replaced by another person,such person shall inform the local authority in writing of such replacementwithin 30 days after the date thereof and the local authority shall subject tothe provisions of Regulation 4(2), issue a new Certificate of Acceptabilityin the name of the new person in charge.(9)A Certificate of Acceptability (CoA) -(a)shall not be transferable from one person to another person andfrom one food premises to another food premises;(b)shall be valid only in respect of the nature of handling set out -(i)in point D of the application for a Certificate of Acceptability;and(ii)in point D of the Certificate of Acceptability;(c)may at any time be endorsed by a local authority by -(i)the addition of any further restriction that may be necessaryto prevent a health hazard; and(ii)the removal of any restriction with regard to the category ortype of food or the method of handling;(d)shall expire temporarily for the period during which a prohibitionunder Regulation 4(2) is in effect;(e)shall expire permanently if a prohibition referred to in Regulation4(2) is not removed within a stipulated period which shall notexceed six months from the date on which a notice was issued interms of Regulation 4(2).
10 And(f)shall expire permanently if the provisions of Subregulation (8) and(9) (b) are not complied with.(10)No person may make any unauthorized changes or additions to or forge aCertificate of Acceptability.(11)The provisions of Subregulation (1) shall:(a)subject to the provisions of Subregulation 3(8) and (9), a CertificateofAcceptabilityissuedpriortot he commencement of theseRegulations in terms of the Regulations published in GovernmentNotice No. of 30 July 1999 and Government Notice No. 23 November 2012 shall be deemed a Certificate of Acceptabilityissued in terms of these Regulations ;This gazette is also available free online at 38746 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 30 APRIL 2015(b)apply to all food premises, including those on government premises,the first day following a period of one year, after the date ofpromulgation of these OW THE HANDLING AND TRANSPORTATION OF FOOD4.(1)No person shall handle food in a manner contrary to the provisions ofthese Regulations .
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