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2 The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by FAO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of FAO.
3 isbn 978-92-5- 108692 -6. FAO, 2015. FAO encourages the use, reproduction and dissemination of material in this information product. Except where otherwise indicated, material may be copied, downloaded and printed for private study, research and teaching purposes, or for use in non-commercial products or services, provided that appropriate acknowledgement of FAO as the source and copyright holder is given and that FAO's endorsement of users'. views, products or services is not implied in any way. All requests for translation and adaptation rights, and for resale and other commercial use rights should be made via or addressed to FAO information products are available on the FAO website ( ) and can be purchased through Table of Contents List of List of Preface vii Executive summary ix The world fertilizer outlook 1.
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5 Annual Food Price Indices (2002-2004 = 100).. 7. Figure 2. Global nutrients (N+P2O5+K2O) 8. Figure 3. Regional and subregional share of world increase/decrease in nitrogen fertilizer consumption, 11. Figure 4. Regional and subregional share of world increase in phosphate fertilizer consumption, 12. Figure 5. Regional and subregional share of world increase in potash fertilizer consumption, 13. Figure 6. Regional and subregional share of world increase in ammonia (as N) supply, 16. Figure 7. Regional and subregional share of world increase/decrease in phosphoric acid (as P2O5) supply, 17. Figure 8. Regional and subregional share of world increase/decrease in potash (as K2O) supply, 18.
6 Figure 9. Regional and subregional nutrient balances in 30. List of Tables Table 1. World Economic Outlook Projections (Percentage change).. 3. Table 2. World production of major crops (million tonnes).. 5. Table 3. Output prices, fertilizer price index, fertilizer and oil 7. Table 4. World demand for fertilizer nutrients, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 9. Table 5. World and regional growth in fertilizer demand, 2014 to 9. Table 6. World total demand for primary nutrients, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 14. Table 7. World supply of ammonia, phosphoric acid and potash, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 15. v World fertilizer trends and outlook to 2018.
7 Table 8. World potential balance of nitrogen, phosphate and potash, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 19. Table 9. Africa fertilizer forecast, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 21. Table 10. The Americas fertilizer forecast, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 23. Table 11. Asia fertilizer forecast, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 24. Table 12. Europe fertilizer forecast, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 26. Table 13. Oceania fertilizer forecast, 2014-2018 (thousand tonnes).. 28. Table 14. Regional and subregional potential balance of nitrogen, phosphate (P2O5 based on H3PO4) and potash (K2O), 2014-2018. (thousand tonnes).. 29. vi Preface This report presents the world nitrogen, phosphate and potassium fertilizer medium-term supply and demand projections for the period 2014-2018.
8 The FAO/Fertilizer Organizations Working Group met in Nairobi, Kenya, in June 2014 to review the prospects for fertilizer demand and supply, and prepared the forecasts. The African Fertilizer and Agribusiness Partnership (AFAP) and the Fertilizer Association of Southern Africa (FERTASA) provided special regional contributions and presentations. The Working Group comprised: Fertilizers Europe (unable to attend). FAI Fertiliser Association of India IFA International Fertilizer Industry Association IFDC International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development K+S K+S KALI GmbH (participation by teleconference). TFI The Fertilizer Institute (unable to attend).
9 FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Annex 1 presents explanatory notes on potential supply, demand and balance. Annexes 2, 3, and 4 present world and regional fertilizer demand forecasts for nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium, respectively. Annexes 5, 6 and 7 present world and regional potential supply, demand and balances for the three primary nutrients. Nameplate capacity, operating rates and demand for fertilizers vary from year to year. Annex 8 provides the regional and subregional country groupings. All references relating to fertilizers are in terms of three primary nutrients, viz., nitrogen (N), phosphate (P2O5) and potash (K2O).
10 The fertilizer demand and supply data refer to the calendar year. vi i World fertilizer trends and outlook to 2018. FAO, in collaboration with experts from the Working Group dealing with fertilizer production, consumption and trade, annually provides five-year forecasts of world and regional fertilizer supply, demand and potential balance. The contributions made by the members of the Working Group and preparation of the FAO baseline data by Simona Mosco and Josef Schmidhuber from the FAO Statistics Division are gratefully acknowledged. The document was prepared by Robert Mayo, and his contribution is sincerely acknowledged. Final editing of the document was undertaken by John Choptiany.
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