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Looking back : An Update In the last ten years since writing this book, my astrology studies and research continued and my knowledge has been considerably refined. I have refined several calculations and concepts shared in this book, based on my studies, insights and experimentation. I may try to edit this book or write a new book in future, reflecting the refinements in knowledge. However, I think that the book may still be useful for clarifying some basic concepts and preparing the ground for advanced studies.
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    	Transcription of Looking Back: An Update - Vedic Astrologer


        
    	1 Looking back : An Update In the last ten years since writing this book, my astrology studies and research continued and my knowledge has been considerably refined. I have refined several calculations and concepts shared in this book, based on my studies, insights and experimentation. I may try to edit this book or write a new book in future, reflecting the refinements in knowledge. However, I think that the book may still be useful for clarifying some basic concepts and preparing the ground for advanced studies.
2 So I am sharing this book freely with all. Some of my researches are shared as free articles on My writings on Jyotish are archived in the yahoogroup: Narasimha Rao March 18, 2010 Vedic Astrology: An Integrated Approach Narasimha Rao First Published in 2000 Lord of the Universe, destroyer of demon Madhu, beacon of Yadu community, preceptor of Gita, giver of Knowledge, cowherd, one who is prayed by Shiva the destroyer of Love God, beloved of Gopis, one who is filled with tempting charm, Krishna, born in Vrishni lineage, the Final Preceptor with nothing beyond or after, a complete Incarnation, Vishnu, Govinda, leader of Gods may He always bless me.
3 Narasimha (Rao), who is bowed before Him. Dedication This book is humbly dedicated to the lotus feet of three great men from whom I learnt Jyotish: 1. Sri P. Venkata Subrahmanyachalapathi Rao (my father and my first guru), 2. Dr. B. V. Raman (immortal author who rendered great yeoman s service to Jyotish), and, 3. Pt. Sanjay Rath (author, my guru and founder of Sri Jagannath Vedic Centre ). My only qualification for writing this book, apart from great enthusiasm to share my little knowledge with others, is the little knowledge I gained from the above three gurus.
4 Whatever flows from my pen (or rather computer keyboard) is due to the knowledge and blessings I received from Mahavishnu and the above three great men. This book really belongs to them and not to me1. 1 But any mistakes in this book are mine. About the author Narasimha Rao is an engineer by profession. He did his in Electrical & Electronics Engineering at Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (1987-1991). He did his masters at Rice University, Houston, US (1991-1993).
5 He works as a software engineer near Boston, USA. He is seriously interested in Jyotish and Sanskrit literature. His academic record includes two diplomas equivalent to Bachelor s degree in Sanskrit at a young age: Sanskrita Bhaashaa Kovida diploma from Bharatiya Vidya bhavan at an age of 10 and Sanskrita Bhaashaa Visaarada diploma, with distinction, from a board in Baroda at an age of 11. He is an ardent student of Jyotish and a designated Jyotish Guru at Sri Jagannath Vedic Centre.
6 Preface With the Creator said to be one of its eighteen great preceptors, Jyotish or Vedic astrology is thought to be as old as this creation is. There are many excellent books on Jyotish written in Sanskrit language by great Maharshis and brilliant scholars. Thanks to the yeoman service rendered by Dr. Raman and the efforts of other Indian astrologers to follow him, today we have a fair amount of Jyotish literature in English language too. Considering the wealth of Vedic astrology literature in Sanskrit and English, another book may not really be needed.
7 Even if another book is needed, there are many erudite scholars who are better equipped than me to write. Nevertheless, I wanted, like a parrot that enthusiastically repeats the few words learnt by it, to share with fellow students the little knowledge I received from classics and from my gurus. In this book, I covered divisional charts, special ascendants, arudhas, argalas, yogas, ashtakavarga, avasthas, a few nakshatra dasas, a few rasi dasas, several techniques of transit analysis, Tajaka analysis and a few miscellaneous topics.
8 I tried to give prominence to special ascendants, divisional charts and arudhas, because contemporary literature doesn't seem to give them the kind of importance that Sage Parasara gave. Understanding the primacy Parasara gave to all these concepts is a must for a renaissance in Vedic astrology. Unfortunately, some people think today that Parasara and Jaimini taught two totally different approaches to astrology. When we talk about arudha padas, argalas, chara karakas, chara dasa and other rasi dasas, people think of them as Jaimini astrology.
9 People even use terms like Jaimini karakas and Jaimini dasas . However, all these concepts were covered by Parasara also (please read Brihat Parasara Hora Sastram ). The Parasari vs Jaimini distinction is based on unfortunate misconceptions that we can do away with. In this book, I have de-emphasized these wrong distinctions and emphasized an integrated approach a holistic approach that looks at Vedic astrology as a whole. I really think that this is the right approach. In the part on dasas, I covered Vimsottari dasa and Ashtottari dasa, as they are the most commonly used nakshatra dasas.
10 Kalachakra dasa was termed the most respectable dasa by Parasara and a discussion on dasas cannot be complete without it. In the galaxy of dasas, rasi dasas taught by Parasara and Jaimini have their own place and I covered two rasi dasas used for timing material success Lagna Kendradi Rasi dasa and Sudasa. I also covered Narayana dasa, which is the most versatile rasi dasa taught by maharshis. For the spiritually inclined, I included Drigdasa, which can help us in timing events in one s spiritual evolution.
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			In each constellation (nakshatra), Surya Siddhanta identified one specific star as the “yogatara” and gave its exact sidereal longitude and latitude (latitude is the angle from the zodiacal plane or the plane of ecliptic, i.e. the plane in which earth rotates around Sun).
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