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    	1 Afro Asian Journal of Social Sciences Volume 4, No. Quarter I 2013 ISSN: 2229 5313 1 TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION STRATEGIES IN PRE-COLONIAL AFRICA: LESSONS FOR ZIMBABWE TO FORGET OR TO CARRY FORWARD INTO THE FUTURE? Munyaradzi Mawere Associate Professor at Universidade Pedagogica, Mozambique and PhD candidate at the University of Cape Town, South Africa ABSTRACT While the subject of CONSERVATION has been heavily contested in environmental studies in the last few decades in many African developing countries, the monumental studies on the subject have focused on post-independence period. In Zimbabwe, for instance, insignificant attention has been devoted to examining the ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION strategies that were used in the past, especially in pre-colonial Zimbabwe.
2 Yet, these strategies were used at considerable success to conserve the natural ENVIRONMENT before western scientific strategies were instituted by the colonial government and later on adopted by post-independence government. This paper attempts to critically examine the TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION strategies that were used during pre-colonial period in Zimbabwe in terms of their effectiveness and possible use in complementing modern CONSERVATION efforts. The choice of Zimbabwe as a case study is premised on the fact that it is one country that suffered colonialism and continues to use the western-based CONSERVATION strategies in its national CONSERVATION projects; it therefore represents many others in similar situations. The main thesis of the paper is that while scientific CONSERVATION strategies adopted by post-independence Zimbabwe cannot be underestimated, these strategies could have been more successful if they integrated the TRADITIONAL CONSERVATION strategies that were used in pre-colonial Zimbabwe.
3 To this end, the paper concludes that the despising and disuse of TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION strategies by advocators of scientific CONSERVATION strategies in Zimbabwe have done more harm than good to the country s national CONSERVATION project. Keywords: ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION , tradition, science, pre-colonial, Zimbabwe Afro Asian Journal of Social Sciences Volume 4, No. Quarter I 2013 ISSN: 2229 5313 2 INTRODUCTION It is an undeniable historical fate that with the advent of colonialism and the influence of Western civilization in Africa, the Africans traditions, values and way of life in general were significantly transformed. The effects of colonialism were tremendous and are still felt and will continue to be felt in many sectors of African societies even many decades after independence from Western imperialism.
4 Taking the instance of Zimbabwe, colonialism and its twin sister, globalization has seen ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION methods being borrowed largely from the Western scientific CONSERVATION models. While there is nothing wrong for many Africans to use Western ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION models as long as they are applicable and helpful to their situations, the thesis advanced in this paper is that there is need to complement the Western CONSERVATION models with the local models enshrined in indigenous knowledge systems (IKSs). This is to ensure the continued thriving of TRADITIONAL CONSERVATION models and cognitive justice (Visvanathan, 2009) between diverse knowledge forms with a view to promote a democratic and sustainable interaction of different CONSERVATION models across cultures. Such an approach is contrary to the Western based world-view and some scholars who conceive Science as superior to all other knowledge forms, and humans as the only beings with the capacity to control and determine the fate of other beings and nature.
5 The latter view has been aptly captured by Fairbanks (2010) who avers: Until recently, Western virtue ethics has never recognized nature-focused virtues. This is not surprising, since Western philosophies and religions have promoted the ideas that humans are superior to nature and that there are no moral principles regulating our relationship to nature. Against this background, the present study seeks to criticize the unequal relationships between nature and culture by promoting symmetrical anthropology (Latour 1993, 2007) - an anthropology that moves beyond the nature/culture divides and is capable of representing both the modern and pre-modern perspectives. This is what Stengers (2005) calls cosmopolitics - a politics constituted by multiple, divergent worlds whereby indigenous movements may meet scientists and environmentalists of different stripes.
6 Such an approach has the merit that it enhances interactions/relations between plants, Afro Asian Journal of Social Sciences Volume 4, No. Quarter I 2013 ISSN: 2229 5313 3 humans and non-humans that move beyond the nature/culture divide in promoting holistic sustainable productive systems and in a strict sense humans freedom of choice and free-will (in a productive sense). It also allows the interface of Science with other knowledge forms such as indigenous knowledge systems. While indigenous knowledge systems (IKSs), and in particular the Shona (of Zimbabwe) IKSs are created in specific geographical and historical situations, this does not necessarily render them incompatible and/or inapplicable to contemporary life situations including ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION projects. It is in light of this understanding that I argue that by excluding TRADITIONAL CONSERVATION strategies in contemporary CONSERVATION models, we are leaving out important knowledge that might help easing the contemporary environmental crisis the world is currently experiencing.
7 As revealed by the Third Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 2001), the global average temperature will increase by C to C between 1990 and 2100 if the levels of emissions are not reduced. According to the same report the increase in temperature is largely attributed to the anthropogenic activities especially the use of fossil fuels in the developed/industrialized world. In the face of these problems, developing countries especially in Africa are even more vulnerable due to their dependence on burning fuels. The impacts of climate change in Africa are generally manifested in deteriorating human health (especially in relation to lung cancer, TB etc), agricultural sector and worsening of the existing levels of poverty factors which undermine all development efforts in the continent (Mawere, 2010).
8 It is in light of the above observations that this paper advances the position that the deployment or at least integration of IKSs in contemporary ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION projects is necessary in dealing with the tapestry of environmental problems Zimbabwe and the world at large are facing. To prove the praxis and viability of such an integrative approach, a number of TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION strategies that were used in pre-colonial Zimbabwe are explored and their implications elaborated. The paper gives as its conclusion that a comprehensive integrated approach that involves the integration of Afro Asian Journal of Social Sciences Volume 4, No. Quarter I 2013 ISSN: 2229 5313 4 Science with other knowledge forms or at least the complement of diverse knowledge forms in CONSERVATION projects is potentially powerful to inform, educate and influence researchers and policy makers in contemporary CONSERVATION projects.
9 As rightly pointed out by Churchill (1996) such an approach is important in fostering confidence among the once marginalized groups and in promoting the rethinking of those values that were once castigated as useless by Western hegemony during colonialism in Africa. In his words, Churchill thus has this to say: Indigenist thinkers have advocated for the recovery and promotion of TRADITIONAL Indigenous Knowledge (TIK) systems as an important process in decolonizing indigenous nations and their relationships with settler governments, whether those strategies are applied to political and legal systems, governance, health and wellness education, or the ENVIRONMENT . The approach advocated in this study seems to be the cause for concern for some renowned African scholars such as Ngugi wa Thiongo when he argues for decolonization of the African mind (and of those who colonized Africa) whose consciousness and culture were for a moment submerged and undermined by Western imperialism.
10 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK The present study is within the broad theoretical framework of indigenous knowledge systems (IKSs). This owes to the fact that TRADITIONAL ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION strategies fall within the precincts of the broad concept of indigenous knowledge systems. It should be remarked however that the concept of IKS is quite confusing hence, has sustained controversies of epic proportions in cultural studies and anthropology. Given the nebulous nature of the concept of IKS coupled with its different interpretations evoked by the deployment of the concept across different cultures and disciplines, a vigorous understanding of the concept calls into question its practical manifestations and significance in different contexts, particularly in anthropology and cultural studies. IKSs can be defined as local knowledge(s) that is unique to a given culture or society ( ).
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